
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































now, to pursue and apprehend the truth and holiness, and nothing else, my dear ones, but 
mine and your salvation. Especially since I have always acknowledged myself a debtor to 
you. Therefore, I cannot do otherwise, but in the nearly last hour of my life and maybe for 
the last time, out of honest love and the impulse of my heart, to come to you, so that after 
my depanure you may have something to remember me by. Next to this I endeavour, as 
much as I can, not to owe anyone anything, but that we can all love one another, be it at 
the right time or not. 

Oh, all my dear brothers and sisters, if you could only prove my soul's condition and 
know my standing, you would be filled with regret and compassion for me, rather than 
interpret me or judge me as evil. I, however, console myself that our gracious heavenly 
Father, that knows all hearts and knows what is in men and Who also knows my 
intentions; yes, He will keep my reward for me for that great day. He that cometh to Him 
and wants to learn of Him, He will in no wise cast out, but nourish him and give him rest 
for his soul. 

When I had determined to build a Gemeinde for the Lord, even with an upright heart, 
I was unwonhy. Since then I never had rest and peace in my conscience, even though I 
tried to suppress it with the Word of God. The more that love decreased in the Gemeinde 
through greed and vain honour, the more it oppressed and tortured me. Nonetheless, I still 
had hopes that with our immigration here in America, this love would begin to bum with 
more ardor, but it had already begun to cool off too much when we came here, which is 
after all the only mark and distinction that can build the Church of God, which shall be 
without spot and wrinkle, and uphold it in that holy state. 

Neither can I, nor do I want to, exclude myself in any way, for I have enough to see 
to myself. When I review and examine my entire life and compare it with God's Word, I 
see that it has always been a life of struggling, failing and falling from my very youth on. 
I had promised at my baptism to live a holy and righteous life, and knew very well that a 
life of vinue and piety was to follow, and believed all that the Scriptures told us. 

Unfortunately, I was not obedient, in that it had to be followed and practised in daily 
discipleship, and that faith without works was dead. I was consoled that my sins were 
forgiven, of which I realized little, because I was the person of whom the poet expresses 
himself and says, "Oh man! Apprehend it rightly". A clear change of heart had not taken 
place in me. I needed new birth from above, from God. I remained the same old man that 
I had been, even though I practised Christianity before the world, after I had been 
baptized. 

It was about 9 or 10 years after my baptism when I began to realize and consider the 
deterioration of the Grosse Gemeinde, and saw that I could not stand before God. Indeed 
in such circumstances, I felt that I would make myself a party to the sins of others! As a 
result, I submitted myself to the Kleine Gemeinde, where I expected to find more peace 
for my conscience. After some years I was called upon to be a teacher (minister). After a 
number of years I again became restless and questioned within me, whether this had been 
God's will for me, because so much evil dwelt within me. 

Neither could I console nor quiet my conscience to the fact that the Gemeinde had 
become lukewarm and felt more secure in many respects, particularly so after both 
Aeltesten were gone, and our hearts became more burdened with cares for our natural 
provisions. We, of course, consoled and flattered ourselves, we did not want to get rich; but 
still aimed at greater things, such as large Wirtschaften fashioned as comfortably as 
possible. That is to say, we were very well off, in fact some of our people were rich. 

This brought with it dissension, strife and anger, of which I still hear being talked 
about that a brother deprived his fellow sister of a considerable amount of money. Oh, 
dear brothers and sisters, you will truly have to admit that it is in no wise becoming for any 
child of God or those that are to be the salt of this earth, to be guilty of such deeds. We 
that stood at the controls at that time, saw this and knew that such things could not be 
tolerated. We held ministerial meetings because of it, grieved over it amongst us and could 
not understand what things were coming to, like this and other evils. Greed with its many 
branches attached had made its inroads. It seemed that we could do nothing to disperse 
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it from the people's hearts. 
We tried to contain the sin of pride, which cannot conceal or hide itself nearly so well, 

but the more we worked against it the more it seemed to increase. That meant we had no 
power against it, which was really no wonder because we as leaders were too badly defiled 
with too many evils, which also exposed itself within another few years. We believed we 
were the salt of the earth, but it had lost its savour. We fell into the snares of the 
blasphemers and the light that was to shine for all to see our good works was hid under 
a bushel. 

It is regrettable that we depended on the name of the Kleine Gemeinde, and that it 
had stood for so many years. Ob, beloved brothers and sisters, I beg you, let us not err and 
depend too much on this. There may already be more false spirits amongst us than we 
believe or know, for which I earnestly pray unto the Father in heaven that He will not give 
our Gemeinde over to do what is not seemly. 

These unclean and evil spirits usually come into our own hearts as also the apostle 
Paul so critically places before us of the last days, of which we need to prove and search 
our own selves. For there will come perilous times when "men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, truce breakers, false accusers, incontent, fierce, despisers of those 
that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God." 
Of these be says they have •a form of godliness, but (are) denying the power thereof: from 
such tum away.• 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 

Behold beloved, ·here the apostle mentions eighteen evils that hide themselves behind 
light for a long time. They are often detected by others but not by themselves, as 
experience has often shown. They are bard to lay hands on, to discipline, unless the 
situation is already very extreme. I cannot remember that during my time any of these 
things were dealt with by expelling, and yet the apostle considers them as those that cannot 
be in the Kingdom of God, for he says, "From such tum away.• 

Yes, these are those that can justly be called false Christians and spirits of the time, 
that appear in a form as angels, as Paul says, "Having the form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof.• The power of God that should work within them they repel and deny. 
The real childlike confidence that they should have to Him, the Lord, they too often cast 
aside for their own concern about clothes and livelihood. 

Oh, my dearly beloved brothers and sisters, we have much more reason to fear such 
spirits than those that come personally to us to preach and to teach. Beloved brothers and 
sisters, let us thoroughly examine and prove ourselves that we are free of the above 
mentioned evils. I for my part must confess that I have not been free of them and maybe 
many would find themselves guilty. Mark that among these things, the apostle still 
mentions none of the worst and heinous sins, like revenge, deceit, lying, theft, adultery, 
drunkeness and others, wherein we may feel we are better than others, since we do not let 
these things even come into our minds. Like the Pharisees that said they were not like 
other people, robbers, unrighteous, adulterers, etc. Even without these grave sins and 
corrupt habits we can become unfit for the grace of God and His Kingdom, if we become 
enticed and carried away by our own lusts, as the apostle says. 

My dear friends, let us not err. Whatever we sow, we shall also reap. These, I say once 
more, are the worst and most dangerous spirits that Paul mentions. In their own 
respectability they had a show of godliness, which we see very clearly in Israel, who became 
prosperous and strong and fell from the true worship of God. Christian Gemeinden before 
and during our time have fallen out of their firm state. This also included the (Grosse) 
Gemeinde that I grew up in, that would let no outside preachers preach, which was mostly 
the reason why they separated from the Orloffers. They always leaned on their own 
righteousness, customs and habits, but not on Jesus Christ, while their real brotherly love 
and faith with it's fruits had vanished. 

Yes, several Gemeinden that refused to learn any good from outsiders and forbade 
such, quite justly are they all of those of whom Paul says, that they are professing 
themselves to be wise, they glorify themselves and are pulled up, etc., that consider all 
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others as fa1se and anti-christs? Oh, what critical and dangerous judging! Therefore, my 
beloved, I beg all of you, do not be surprised, for the time of my departure (death) may 
be near at hand. And I so dearly, from the depth of my heart, wish you all salvation, as 
well as myself. 

I beg you, do not blame me if I want to come into closer fellowship with my beloved 
heavenly Father and with Jesus Christ. I do not believe that God ever made a covenant 
with me at the time of my baptism, and yet I do so much desire to stand in His grace and 
compassion. I do firmly believe that it will not displease Him to make such a covenant with 
me. 

I also hope that you, dearly beloved brothers and sisters, will wish me everything for 
the good, since I, as said before, wish you all the best, in body and soul. I am convinced 
in my conscience that the Lord in His mercy and love has kept me this far that I should 
help to carry His shame and contempt a little, as all godly people have had to endure and 
suffer. Yes, they resisted and fought even unto the shedding of their blood. Should I then 
not also suffer a little, who can say in truth, "Nothing have I suffered, poorly have I 
battled?" This I can not dispute. 

The aged Eliaz.ar said it was a disgrace to his age to go on the way he did, that the 
witnesses would have to think that now the ninety year old one bad turned heathen, and 
that they might be misled through his hypocrisy, seeing him openly, for the little time that 
he had left, now take a reprieve, etc. Experience teaches us that some, even though they 
have been baptized into the Kleine Gemeinde have never increased in their knowledge and 
the new birth, just like I and many others. 

What do you think, my beloved ones, if someone becomes convicted that received 
baptism when they were in an unconverted condition and did not have the right 
understanding? They that are whole need not the physician, but the sick. Must I invariably 
help to defend the teaching that there are absolutely no circumstances where a second 
baptism is necessary? That would also stand against my age, that I should put on such a 
hypocritical front. I know well that to many it will ring off key, to hear of a second 
baptism, the same as it did to Menno Simons. 

But my beloved, let us reflect deeper in this regard. Some will, no doubt, allege that 
he refers only to an infant baptism. But if an adult baptism has not been carried out 
according to the holy Gospel, as many god-fearing people have so clearly described it, as 
concerning both the one that performs and also the candidate, it has no more value than 
an infant baptism. In fact it can even be dangerous, as experience tells us that so many 
console themselves therewith. They say they have been baptized as adults and are fit for 
the holy communion, etc. But they have never experienced a change of heart, or a new 
birth, and let it be at that. They hope it will be alright in the end, as expressed in the song 
first above mentioned. 

Oh, I say once more, I am very much afraid, if I should help to strengthen this 
condition, by baptizing all grown-ups and without exception call it good and well. I would 
truly draw many strange sins upon me, both in and outside the Church, since so many 
people know me and would appeal to me. In such a case I would uphold the truth in 
unrighteousness. 

I hope you will not ascribe it to flesh and blood, which has greatly hindered me 
already for too long. For years I have talked with many people and sometimes argued. 
Since many people who accepted a second baptism erred grossly, I continued as I was, 
mostly because of scorn and ridicule and fear of losing my honour, panicularly so as not 
to restrict that which was mortal within me. Still I want to be patient and compassionate 
to all those that have a different conviction, since the dear Saviour bas bad so much 
patience with me, even into my old age. 

Even if I do not receive the full remuneration as others will get that have worked in 
the vineyard for a long time· already, I firmly hope nonetheless that the merciful and 
compassionate Lord will, according to His promise, give me what is just and right. Oh, my 
beloved brothers and sisters, if I think of my dying hour, and of those who cannot console 
themselves in the Lord's salvation, I fear and tremble, to think of what Jesus said at 
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various times, that from him that hath shall be taken even what he has and that the 
obedient servant shall suffer many stripes. The Spirit of God has not left me without 
convictions and my time can be ended very suddenly. It can come with the twinkling of an 
eye, whether we are ready or not 

It has already been mentioned that some have had a second baptism and have not 
lived according to their promise. This does not change the truth and will be no hindrance 
to the Gospel, and right must continue to remain right and all God-fearing hearts must be 
enveloped thereby. It shall also be a small matter to me to be judged by men. I only hope 
that no one will be offended thereby, for they would only be offended at the truth and hun 
themselves. As God knows, I, above all strive to follow and obtain unto the truth. 

Indeed the same shall be my only principle and guide. If anyone can show me a 
different and better teaching in God's Word, I will gladly be instructed. But the foolish 
questions of genealogies, discords and strife about the law shall not disturb me for they are 
unnecessary and idle. I must confess that the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak, 
especially so if it hears something unpleasant, for then it is startled. If the flesh is to suffer 
or endure loss, let it be whatever it is, then it becomes apprehensive. Yet all holy and 
God-fearing people have had to accept and bear the cross even when it cost them their 
lives. As Paul repeatedly mentions, going about in uncomfortable conditions, in want or 
in sorrow, as those of whom the world is not worthy. 

The Lord Jesus talked to those that followed after Him, when He was led to His 
death. If they do these things with a green tree, what shall be done with the dry? That is, 
what shall be done to us weak human beings? Yes, they tempted Him in manifqld ways. 
In disputation they tried to comer Him, that they might be able to find fault in Him. 'Ibey 
tried to ascribe his teachings to the Devil We likewise can expect nothing else but to have 
to bear and suffer, especially sorrow. 

It is still quite vividly in my mind of the time when I went over to the Kleine 
Gemeinde. There was no shortage of abusive writings out of perverted passion against my 
supporters, whose names I still have not forgotten, indeed, also against me. We were called 
adulterers, that tore man and wife apart. I recall only four families, of whom one spouse 
stayed with the Grosse Gemeinde. Some also told me that we held things in secret and that 
the evil spirit drove us. Toe common saying was that we considered ourselves to be right 
and condemned all those outside of us; and more of the same that I heard personally. 

I was also told that I put my faith in men, namely Abr. Friesen, who was indeed very 
helpful to me, and several others that assisted me in making that step. If they were alive 
today I would certainly thank them, next to God, for their help in making that decision. 
I believe without a doubt that it was God that directed them, which I believe no less now. 
The Lord leadeth wonderfully and does not forsake his own. In danger He lets the Spirit's 
leading appear. Blessed is he, who places his affairs into the hands of God. He helps and 
knows what is good for us here in this world. 

Oh, how much I desire to be truly one of His own and to say with Paul when my last 
hour comes, "I have kept my faith.• I am being accused that I despise the old. I do not truly 
know how I should understand this. Toe venerable forefathers have gone to their rest, and 
cannot be called to give an account It is my hope and belief that all those that have 
honestly taught and lived according to the best of their understanding and. perception have 
without any doubt found a gracious Saviour. Nor do I cast away the truth and faith that 
they believed in and accepted. But in this distressful and evil time, a more thorough and 
exacting search must be undertaken to truly practice the will and commandments of God. 
It is my work, effort and desire as God shall grant me grace to continue unto the end. 

I have also been accused of allowing divorce, which comes under those foolish and 
unlearned questions that only create further dissensions. I have not expressed myself 
further and clearer than the venerable holy martyrs, who gave their lives for the truth, that 
unanimously accepted the words of Jesus Christ. I have in the past not thought so much 
about it, and as far as I know, therefore not debated about it, until I lately heard of a book 
in the Dutch language which Peter Toews had, written by C. Ganglofs which it was claimed 
allowed divorce. Whereupon I investigated and found it not true; but found that it agreed 
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with the witness of the above mentioned devout men in regards to divorce. Therefore it is 
completely unnecessary to deal further with the matter. 

I was also told that those ancient books should be cast aside, which is not right either. 
We, indeed myself, consider them of great value. The more I read in them the more I find 
that is strengthening and comforting. I sincerely wish that they were more read by all of 
us. It is indeed unfonunate that there are some who attempt to bring them into disrepute 
and want to destroy the old. This seems to be a sure sign that such individualks think too 
highly of themselves. 

In closing I bid all my beloved brothers and sisters to accept this little writing in love, 
for I am confident that the Lord knows what is to be accomplished with it. I hereby take 
my leave, my depanure may be soon. I beg and hope that I have not spoken too personally 
for those who are truly sincere. The prophet says, "What is right shall come to light." Your 
well wishing and loving brother. "llelnrlcb Enns" 

540 



CBAPTER1WO 

PETER L DUECK (1842-1887) 

Peter LDueck Q842-1887) was a school teacher who had taught in the Yillages of 
Gnadenthal, Molotschna; and Friedensfeld and Blumenhof in Borosenko; before emigrating 
to Gruenfeld, (today Kleefeld), Manitoba, in 1874. He was a well educated intellectual man 
who was highly regarded in his church and community. From the two writings reproduced 
here it appears that he originally favoured a renewal and union with Johan Holdeman but 
later changed his mind. 

Epistle One. Can We Also Cry Abba Father? 
How can we know that we are the children of God? How can we aspire thereto, can 

we also cry, "Abba Father"? Indeed through a true living faith we can receive the same and 
become the children of God. In Il Corinthians 13, Paul says to the Corinthians, "Ellamine 
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith, prove your own selves, know ye not your own selves, 
how Jesus Christ is in you ... ?" 

Here the apostle is .advising the Corinthians as well as us, that we are to prove 
ourselves whether we are in the faith. Let us not postpone nor overlook this advice. This 
can be experienced within anyone who has come to the age of accountability and reason. 

We all confess to have faith, but is our faith a living faith, inspired through the Spirit 
of God? Is the working unto our salvation truly an earnest matter for us? Do we have a 
sincere yearning and longing for heaven? Have we deeply experienced the magnitude of our 
state of sin? Have we already effected a heartfelt remorse and repentance and prayed for 
forgiveness of our great multitude of sin? Can we comfort mmelves that all our sins are 
forgiven, and that His work and His righteousness have become our righteousness by faith? 

Indeed, we can be comforted and claim our inheritance and say, we are now the 
children of God, and also cry out in our hearts, "Abba Father." The more we crucify the 
longings of the flesh through the spirit, the more our faith will grow. The more we increase 
and grow in our faith, the deeper and sooner we make ours that which God hath given us 
through faith, the precious salvation paid for us by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

It is a very sad thing in this day and age that there are so many people among the 
so-called Christians, who hold the view that one cannot and shall not know how we stand 
with God, whether in grace or in condemnation, or if one has peace with God or not. Such 
individuals believe this only because it is a matter of indifference to them, whether they are 
saved or unsaved; and in this wise. live according to their nature. They do not know that 
there is truly a peace with God, nor do they aspire to be saved. For this reason such people 
regard it as pure foolishness when a believing disciple of Christ speaks of the hope of 
eternal salvation and assures himself of the same. 

This is certainly not how the first Christians thought, for we read of them in the 
Martyrs Mirror, how they exerted themselves to inspire each other with the burning 
embers of love! Each and everyone pursued the gifts of the Holy Spirit which enabled them 
to bring in others. The state of the soul was fundamental to them, whether united with 
God in the bonds of grace, the sinner, in grief and sorrow, had found repentance. 

My beloved, each and every being will feel an inspiration and the gentle knocking of 
the Spirit of God in their conscience. The innermost expressions of our soul, which accuse 
each other, tell us what God demands of us through the Words of His revelation to us. Oh, 
would that we might truly heed the pleading and invitation of the Spirit of God, and that 
more and more we would allow ourselves to be driven and inspired unto obedience in 
faith! 

For those are the children of God who are articulated by His spirit, and if we are His 
children, then we are also His heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if it so be 
that we suffer with Him, that we shall also be glorified together. Whereby we too may cry 
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"Abba Father.• A brother in Christ. "Peter L Dueck" 
(The above article was taken from the journal of son Johan W. Dueck. Received 

courtesy of Peter U. Dueck, Steinbach, Manitoba, 1984.) 

Epistle Two. A Simple Declaration Regarding The 
Holdeman's Secession From Our Kleine Gemelnde. 

Greetings with Psalm 27. The wounds caused by the tearing asunder of our 
Gemeinde often times pain me so deeply that my spirit grieves over this asphyxiation and 
alienation which has resulted among friends and acquaintances who once loved each other 
so dearly. It seems as if parents, children, siblings and other beloved friends have become 
foreign to each other. One exhalts himself up over the other, the son turns against the 
father and another denies his brother's salvation and so on it goes! 

Alas, what a lamentable situation. What is the reason for this? Has it truly been 
demonstrated with good conscience that this was the will of God and that there was no 
other way? Refer to Matthew 10, verses 35 and 36. 

All of this has occasioned much reflection for me. When I ·consider the 
circumstances and the lukewarmness into which the Gemeinde had fallen, the burden fell 
heavily upon my heart that matters could not continue in this way and stand before God. 
This feeling raged inside me especially strongly during the time of my illness when I 
thought that I was near unto my death. I related this to many of the brethren that we 
should recommit ourselves for otherwise we could not continue before God. 

I remember looking forward to the impending visit of Holdeman with eager 
anticipation. Perhaps, if we were of one mind, all of us together could be uplifted and 
strengthened through a union with him. In fact, I was completely taken by him during his 
first visit and did not want to be biased nor give room to any party spirit, even though this 
was already evident in many ways even then. I believe that many will attest to the fact that 
I was deeply concerned for something better and that I did not stand opposed to 
Holdeman. I do not write this to gain fame, instead I freely acknowledge that I am a poor 
sinner and that my flesh and blood is perverse by nature. 

Given that I was generally decided in favour of a renewal, that I gladly wanted to 
become united with Holdeman and that it pained me deeply to pan with Toews and others; 
what then were the grounds and reasons that these things did not occur? God wishes to 
show everyone the true way who humbly beseeches Him and therefore I wish to expound 
here in all simplicity the causes and grounds upon which I have come to a decision in this 
matter. It is my prayer that I would not make any false judgements nor grieve anyone by 
so doing, rather simply declare my experience herein. 

When Peter Toews had returned from his journey of inspection to Kansas, he gave 
his repon to us declaring how he had found affairs in the Holdeman's Gemeinde to be 
above expectations. Shortly thereafter Ohm (Cornelius S.) Plett (1820-1900) returned 
home. (he had left for Kansas together with his nephew Peter P.Toews on June 7, 1881), 
and related to me in Toews' presence, how Mrs. Schmidt had tearfully lamented to him 
how lovelessly her brother Abraham Hiebert had treated her. This made me realize that 
Toews was no longer impartial in this matter. 

When I talked to my nephew Johan Dueck about the loveless letters of Abraham 
Hiebert, he replied that if we wanted to take A Hiebert to examine the Holdemans, we 
would have a very poor measure. But if we are unable to prove the Gemeinde by those 
whom we know and have previously known, by what standard are we to do so? 

Toews also sought to find the reason for the fall of the Gemeinde among the ancient 
forbearers. Although I believe that it may have been more fallen at one time, I could not 
endorse this endeavour. 

Toews' exchange of letters with Abram Friesen also convicted me to prove myself 
earnestly. I found my thoughts harmonized more and more with Friesen's letters than with 
Toews', for in my view the latter already contained alien voices. The major factor in coming 
to a final decision was the letter written by brother Johan L. Dueck to our sister Mrs. 
Johan Loewen (Rosenort). The letter caused me great pain, for if we wish to work in this 
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manner we can tear each other apart. In order to counter this, one could likewise make 
equally strong and loveless judgements about the misdeeds of the Holdemans. I would 
much rather give our humble ancestors the benefit of the doubt then to outwardly seek to 
bring them into disreproot: May the Lord forgive them for their misdeeds and I wish them 
eternal salvation together with myself! 

Nevertheless, I am afraid that a heavy responsibility falls upon those who seek to 
bring our aged forefathers into disrepute and who have made mockery of their simplicity, 
which in fact has occurred and of which I can cite actual instances. When Isaac L 
Warkentin says that the Kleine Gemeinde had never experienced peace with God, and 
many similar statements, this turns me further and further away from their Gemeinde and 
increases the weight of the aforesaid responsibility upon such a one. 

Nephew Johan Dueck refers to our works, mine as well as others. as evidence that 
the Kleine Gemeinde is not the true Gemeinde, because of the many experiences and 
separations which have occurred in the 70 years of its existence. Upon which I reminded 
him that he did not yet know what their experiences would be in this regard. 

These then are more or less the individual reasons briefly stated, but not as a 
deprecation of others nor as an exalting of ourselves. Indeed, no! We gladly wish to be 
regarded as refuse by the entire world and its Christendom, even though this is contrary 
to the flesh. Rather, these are cited as my reasons for holding back from the Holdeman 
party. 

Many individuals have expressed wonderment to me that I did not join. I 
investigated Holdeman's Mirror if per chance I could not thereby be persuaded to agree 
with them. Yet, I found so many misconceptions and over emphasis of doctrines therein, 
that as much as I wanted to come to agreement, I was unable to do so. 

Those brethren who continue with me will give witness that I did not originally read 
the book with the view that I definitely wanted to find reasons to protest, which my brother 
Johan gave as his reason when he first wanted to read the book. I believe that Holdeman 
would be well advised, if he did not exert himself too much to promote the spread of his 
books, that is to say, if he wants to win people to his cause. It contains many fine teachings 
but also so many obvious errors that I simply do not regard it as very dangerous for those 
who have already taken a few small steps on the paths of salvation and humility. 

Nor does their requirement that no one can attend their brethren meetings who is 
not baptized by them have any grounds in the Word of God. Nor does the requirement 
that those be punished by the ban who are leaving the Gemeinde for fundamental reasons 
have any basis in the word of God, for Holdeman does thereby not acknowledge the free 
will of man. Similarly, that one who is being punished and banned is allowed to attend 
worship service is not in accordance with the teachings and testimony of Menno Simons. 

Yet, one of their sisters is to have said that they had to pay the strongest heed that 
if anyone would have doubts about the correctness of their teachings, that they must be 
punished with the ban. It has often amazed me when I refer Holdemaners to something 
from Holdeman's writings, that they say, they did not know that he had so written. 

These are more or less the individual reasons for which I held back until more of 
the fruits could be seen. Indeed there is a test available, namely, they can be proven by 
their fruits. Unfortunately, the fruits which have come to the fore do not speak very.much 
for their true conversion. 

Those who are and have been members among them will know these matters better 
then we and even though things are very much kept in secret we become aware of so many 
things from various members who are either somewhat open hearted or who have 
themselves become somewhat doubtful of them. Particularly important in the past and to 
this very day is the experience of those who have realized their error and likewise ask, what 
shall we do to be saved, and again commence to attend the assembly which they had 
forsaken, and again work together in one work with us as those who are poor in the spirit. 

It is not my intention here to cite all the individual incidents which may have 
happened among them and which may suffice to prove the fruits of their pride, since I do 
not want to give grounds that this declaration be regarded as a polemic. May God spare 
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me from grieving anyone or offending those who love God. It is my heartfelt wish that all 
of us together would be saved and come to one faith and one hope of our calling. 

If only we might forsake all pride, self-righteousness and self-made service of God, 
only and alone to throw ourselves before Jesus to wash His feet with tears of repentance! 
How is it that such a great sorrow has come to pass, that those of us, who so to say have 
been blessed with the same upbringing and who have shared the same instruction on the 
narrow way, now find ourselves so scattered that one beloved brother cannot pray and 
praise the Lord together with the other. 

Dear God, have mercy upon such a lamentation, and do not cease to send the power 
of Zion, until those of us who once called ourselves brothers and sisters, may again become 
one flesh with one Shepherd. I do sometimes find it somewhat puzzling that those whom 
I had previously regarded as upright can argue and endorse all the unfounded dealings 
which have already taken place among them. Oh God, humble all the arrogant hearts who 
place their faith in their own righteousness. Humble my heart more and more, for I also 
wish to be renewed I am nothing of myself before Thee. 

I have composed this declaration for many well meant reasons, in part because there 
seem to be those among the Holdeman's Oemeinde who are troubled and who reali7.e that 
their way is not right, and if possible to help them in some way. It may be timely for that 
reason to put our talents to work, and for the will of Zion, not to remain silent. 

It is indeed a very serious responsibility when we see someone going astray, that we 
would wish to do our part to help them again find the right way. I dearly wish to be open 
minded in this regard and since I have frequently made mistakes in discussions, I have 
decided to do so in this manner. Also a written declaration leaves a deeper ground for 
reflection than a verbal one. 

Written as a memorial to my dearly beloved children. From your loving father, 
"Peter L. Dueck" 

Editor's note: The above writing by Peter L. Dueck (1842-1887) was based on a 
transcription of the original found among the papers of Mrs. Abraham R. Penner, nee 
Susanna Dueck (1876-1976), the daughter of Peter L. Dueck. Received courtesy of Mrs. 
Wm. Wiebe, nee Katherine Penner, Steinbach, Manitoba, 1983. 

544 



CHAPfERTIIREE 

REVEREND PETER BAERG 0817-1901) 
Peter Baerg (1817-1901) was the son of Jakob Baerg (1777-1845) and Oltharina Baerg 

(1787-1826) who immigrated from Hegewald, Prussia, to the Molotschna Colony, SaiHh 
Russia, in 1818. For further information on the family see, "Jakob Baerg (1777-1845) 
Genealogy", Unpublished paper, Steinbach, Manitoba, 1989. The Peter Baerg family 
pioneered in the village of Nikolaidorf when it was founded in 1852 Nine years later they 
moved to the village of Schwesterthal in the Crimea. 

Peter Baerg was elected as a minister of the Grosse Gemeinde under Aeltester Toews 
in Blumenort. In 1864 he joined the Kleine Gemeinde and remained faithful to the 
covenants he made with God until his demise. He loyally led and supported the Kleine 
Gemeinde through two major schisms and therefore his writinp have a special significance 
to the students of this history. 

The first letter published in this section, written by Reverend Baerg in 1864, explains 
his reasons for leaving the Grosse Gemeinde and joining the Kleine Gemeinde in the 
Crimea. This letter is courtesy of the David LPlett/ Johan D.K.Plett Document Collection. 
The second letter, "Gemeinde Chronicle 1879-1896" provides his account of the 1882 division 
in the Manitoba Kleine Gemeinde and a helpful calendar of events as they occurred. The 
latter document is courtesy of Klaas D.Reimer, Belize, and transliteration by Menno 
D.Loewen, Belize, Central America. Courtesy of Royden Loewen, Blumenort, Manitoba. 
Translation by great grandson Rev. Frank Koop, Stuartbum, Manitoba, 1989. 

Document One. 
An Epistle Regarding My Joining of the Kleine Gemelnde, 11164. 

First of all. I wish you every blessing in body and soul from our Saviour, Amen. Dear 
Friends: You had expressed the wish to speak to me concerning my leaving the church 
(Grosse Gemeinde), and so I will be glad to explain. Because we live so far apart and it 
is not convenient to get together and talk, I have been urged by the Spirit, though in great 
weakness and imperfection, to explain to you, in writing, my leaving the church. Paul says, 
"Do not quench the Spirit,• and so I wish to briefly report on my decision. 

When I, though a miserable sinner, was chosen to this high and difficult ministry, my 
courage failed me and I thought what a poor sinner I was. Yes, my sins burdened me so 
much, that I cried with David, "Lord, do not remember the sins of my youth.• Oh, dear 
friend, it was then that I clearly saw the awful sin in which we live. I made it my 
responsibility to warn the people, yes, many times I have admonished them with tears in 
my eyes. Yet nothing helped and everyone continued to live in their sin and would not tum 
to God. They would not follow the Word of God, but only listened to it. 

For them, it was enough to be in church regardless of the state of their lives. Can that 
be called serving God? Paul says, "For many of whom I have told you often, and now tell 
you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is 
destruction, whose God is their belly and whose glory is in their shame, who set their mind 
on earthly things.• Philippians 3:17. 

I patiently tried to endure this for about two years. Should this not have made me 
discouraged? If I had seen that it was possible to lead the Gemeinde according to Christ's 
teachings and God's commands, I would have stayed, but it was utterly impossible. It was 
almost comparable to the situation of Noah's day before the flood. The Lord said that the 
people will not be warned by my Spirit, because they are flesh. Genesis 6,3. 

The Saviour also said,•-- and teach them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you•. Matthew 28, Thus He has also commanded us, namely, to keep His commandments 
and to follow Him. Indeed, our Saviour says, "If thy brother shall trespass against thee, go 
and tell him his fault._" etc. But where is anyone ever rebuked? How can anyone rebuke 
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bis brother when he himself lives in open sin? Or how can a blind man show another man 
the way? Will they not both fall into the ditch? How can those who live in open sins and 
evil habits rebuke anyone? How can this bring fruit? 

Oh, dear friends, I saw with open eyes, that I had been deceived by the way things 
were happening. I weighed my responsibilities as a teacher, when I saw the evil habits that 
were allowed. I asked myself how we would ever be able to stand before God if we did not 
warn and rebuke them without any respect of persons or favouritism. James says, "My 
brethren have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of 
persons.• 

It also grieved my heart when I saw that everyone went his own way and did not 
respect the Lord's way, but continued to live in evil habits and sin. It seems that everyone 
is seeking to follow their own frivolity and foolishness, and whoever can do this best, has 
the honour before the people, but assuredly not with God and with our Saviour. 

Dear friends, the apostle admonishes us from bis heart when he says that we should 
put away all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour and evil speaking. In another place he says, 
"But fornication and all unclealllless or covetousness, let it not be once named among you 
as becometh saints, neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting which are not fitting, 
but rather giving of thanks. For this we know that no fornicator or unclean person, nor a 
covetous man, (who is an idolater) has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 
God.• Ephesians 5:3-5. 

Read also Corinthians 6:4-10; Galatians 5:19-21; and Romans 1:24-32, and you will 
discover that many of these evils, which the apostle talks of, are being practised among our 
Mennonite people. That is why it is absolutely necessary to leave if a man wants to be 
found in peace and purity before God. What are the things that the people of this world 
are striving for? 

Is it not true what the wise King Solomon said, "Come, therefore, let us enjoy the 
good things that are real, and use the freshness of creation avidly. Let us have our fill of 
costly wine and perfumes, and let no springtime blossoms pass us by; let us crown ourselves 
with rosebuds ere they wither. Let no meadow be free from our wantonness; everywhere 
let us leave tokens of our rejoicing, for this is our portion and our lot. Let us oppress the 
needy and just man; let us neither spare the widow nor revere the old man for his hair is 
grown white with time. But let our strength be our norm of justice; for weakness proves 
itself useless. Let us beset the just one, because he is obnoxious to us; and he sets himself 
against our doings, reproaches us for transgressions of the law and charges us with 
violations of our training.• Wisdom 2:6-12 

Then read also Jeremiah 5:1-14 and compare that to the life of our Mennonites and 
you will see and know that it is like the prophets lamented. It has come to the point, where 
the shepherds who should lead the flock, are living a life of pride and are seeking a life of 
earthly honour and are going after pleasure and money and are on the broad road that 
leadeths unto death. 

Dear friends, the Lord our God sent His angels to Sodom and Gomorrah in order to 
destroy the land. But to righteous Lot, the angels said, "Flee for your life and do not look 
behind you and do not stay in this place.• But Lot pleaded with the Lord that he might flee 
to the little city. And he said, "Flee and save yourseU. Genesis 17. And in Jeremiah 51:6, 
"Flee out of the midst of Babylon and deliver every man his soul; be not cut off in her 
iniquity.• Also the prophet Isaiah speaks, "Go forth from Babylon, flee from the Chaldeans; 
with a voice of singing declare, tell this, utter it even to the ends of the earth; say, The 
Lord has redeemed bis servant Jacob.• Isaiah 48:20. 

The apostle Paul warns the Corinthian church and says, "Be not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers; for what fellowship has righteousness with unrighteousness? And 
what communion has light with darkness? And what concord has Christ with Belia!? Or 
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of 
God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said; I will dwell in 
them and walk in them; and I will be their God and they shall be my people. Wherefore, 
come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
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thing and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. And John heard another voice 
from heaven, saying, "Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues.• 

Dear friends, see how the Holy Scripture commands us to be separate and to leave. 
The Scriptures cannot be broken, and therefore I have sufficient grounds and reasons to 
leave. I am fully convinced in my own conscience, that I did not do anything wrong in 
leaving. My conscience has never bothered me about this, and I have confidence that I will 
be able to stand before my God and Saviour regarding this. I pray that I will remain true 
to the end of my life, in the new beginning that I have made. 

As far as my own poor and imperfect life is concerned, I freely confess that I am a 
poor miserable sinner, and often with David I must say, that my sin is ever before me and 
my words and deeds convince me of it. I am aware of the same thing as the apostle Paul, 
who said, "For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing.• But I pray 
that our loving and merciful God will keep me from presumptuous and deliberate sins until 
the end of my life. Yes, may he deliver me from over z.ealousness or running ahead of Him 
and that I might become more mature and always confessing my own unworthiness before 
him. 

Dear friends, I do not mean to say or give to understand that we are righteous and 
already perfect. Oh no, but we say with Paul, "Not as though I had already attained, either 
were already perfect; but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am 
apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended; but this 
one thing I do, forgetting those things that are behind, and reaching forth to those things 
that are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus." Philipians 3:12-14. 

Now, my dear friends, having explained briefly concerning my leaving the church, I 
hope that, when you read this with an unbiased mind and in fear of God, you will become 
aware that I am writing the truth. For neither in my leaving nor in this writing have I 
sought to take sides, but my intentions have been to walk rightly before my God and 
Saviour, even though it is in great weakness. I am not angry with anyone, but I love them 
all. But their evil deeds and works, those I hate and detest, and inasmuch as my heavenly 
Father will give me strength, I will condemn them. 

Dear friends, though I do not know you in the flesh, and maybe, you do not know me 
either, it is my innermost wish that we may be one in the Spirit. On that great judgment 
day, when our Saviour Jesus Christ will come to judge the world that we might be ready 
to enter into eternal joy. Yes, where there is fullness of joy and at his right hand are 
pleasures for evermore. Psalms 16. This is my wish for both you and to all. ('This letter was 
written by Ohm Peter Baerg (1817-1901) presumably in about 1864.) 

Document Two. Gemeinde Chronicle 1879 to 1896. 
It was in November of 1879 that Johan Holdeman, the Aeltester of a newly formed 

church in Ohio, came for a visit. He had been in contact with our Aeltester Peter Toews 
and it was hoped that they could become acquainted and possibly facilitate a union 
between the two Gemeinden. At first it seemed that a union between our 2 churches would 
be possible. He (Johan Holdeman) preached here a number of times, made house 
visitations, and then departed in the hope that everything would work out. 

It was evident that there were reservations, though our basic belielii were not that far 
apart; there were some things that might bring the hoped for union to naught. He believed 
that the coming of Christ would not be for another 20 or 30 or 40 years, because he 
prophesied that first a number of Jews would be converted before Christ would come. He 
had published a book in which he briefly described the events that led to his leaving 'the 
church. He also wrote about what he believed and there were some things that seemed like 
a strange voice, and did not agree with the faith of our fathers. For instance, he based his 
leaving the old and starting a new church mostly on dreams and visions. These are things 
that Menno and the Philips brothers rejected, or considered as undesirable. Thus there 
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were 12 or 15 points where we did not agree. 
So you can understand, my dear reader, that we had our misgivings about this whole 

thing. Shonly after he came again, a brotherhood meeting was called. At this meeting our 
Aeltester, Peter Toews, gave up his position as bishop and gave the whole Gemeinde over 
to the men (Johan Holdeman), and they worked very hard to convince us to follow them. 
This made a very great impression on many, and many followed their leading. 

I, myself, (Peter Baerg) did not work against it, but I held back, because I was 
convinced in my own conscience that I could not go with them. For one thing I had not 
been able to work together with Bishop Toews for about 2 years. It seemed that we were 
teaching against one another. This is why I felt it best to hold with those who were of the 
same mind. Toews had resigned as Aeltester even before this brotherhood meeting. 
Consequently he had not served us with communion nor had he baptized anyone for some 
time. 

I wish to return to the subject of this brotherhood meeting. Toe whole thing came to 
a very serious decision, because a number of the brethren, for conscience sake, could not 
agree with this union. And because our Bishop Toews held with them, approximately half 
of our membership agreed to be baptized over again by Johan Holdeman and thus they 
threw away the foundation of the faith which we have received from our fathers. 

Toe small remainder of the Gemeinde stood alone now, like sheep without a 
shepherd. But, praises be to God, we were three ministers who remained true to the faith 
of our fathers. We asked Aeltester Abraham Friesen, from Nebraska, to come and help us 
in our sad condition. He arrived with his wife and minister Johan Harms in Rosenort on 
February 10, 1882 Then on the 11th, 12th and 13th, they had special services and 
brotherhood meetings in order to unite with Aeltester Friesen's Gemeinde in Nebraska, 
which was approved by all those who did not hold with Holdeman. Then on February 14, 
the Ohms and some of the brethren from Rosenort came here in order to help us to this 
union here. Aeltester Friesen exhorted us concerning our being together with them and I 
want to say that I heartily approved of this. 

On February 17th we had a brotherhood meeting in Steinbach concerning this union 
with them. Then, with much prayer and supplication and with God's help, this was agreed 
upon. A few, who did not go along at first, later agreed and declared themselves in favour. 
After this we gave each other the right hand of fellowship and promised each other to 
build ourselves up in the most holy faith and to walk the narrow road in fellowship 
together. 

On the next day, in the afternoon, they decided to have a service in Blumenort, where 
the young people, who wished to be baptized, were to come to meet the ministers, for 
some of them had come to me about that earlier. On the 18th there were services, both 
in the morning and afternoon. In the morning service Aeltester Friesen dealt with the 
Articles of Faith and Jakob Kroeker preached in the afternoon. On the 19th we had a 
service here in Gruenfeld in the morning where he again dealt with the Articles of Faith. 
Toe afternoon service was for instruction for the young people who desired to be baptized. 

There were 21 who desired baptism. On February 20 the Ohms and the ministers went 
back to Rosenort in order to serve the young people who desired to be baptized there. 
Then on February 26, they had a service again in Blumenort, where the young people were 
asked about their personal faith. On Monday the 27th, we held a baptismal service here. 

There were 25 who were baptized. Their names are as follows: Fourteen men: Peter 
Dueck, Grunfeld; Johan ~au, Rosenfeld; Heinrich Komelsen, Lichtenau; Peter Barkman, 
Steinbach; Johan Barkman, Steinbach; Klaas Reimer, Steinbach; Kornelius Loewen, 
Steinbach; David Plett, Blumenhof; Abraham Reimer, Blumenhof; Klaas Reimer, 
Blumenort; Abraham Friesen, Blumenort; Johan Wiebe, Blumenort; and Johan Koop, 
Neuanlage. The eleven women were: Helena Doerksen, Hochstadt; Agatha Ens, Altonau; 
Sara Baerg, Gruenfeld; Margaretha Kroeker, Steinbach; Aganetha Barkman, Steinbach; 
Maria Brandt, Steinbach; Anna Toews, Steinbach; Justina Unger, Blumenhof; Susana 
Friesen, Blumenort; Katharina Friesen, Neuanlage; and Helena Koop, Neuanlage. These 
25 persons wen; t>aptized by Aeltester Abraham Friesen and received into the Gemeinde. 
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On Tuesday, Febrwuy 28th, we had a seIVice in the morning, here in Gruenfeld, to 
prepare us for Communion and then the love feast or Communion supper in the 
afternoon. On March 1, 1882, we had a preparation seIVice in the morning and Communion 
in the afternoon. On March 2 we held a preparatory service in the morning in Blumenon 
and the Communion seIVice in the afternoon. In between, we had a brotherhood meeting 
concerning Broeskys and the old Johan Klassen, who wished to join our Gemeinde, but it 
did not work out 

It was decided to have a ministerial election on March 4 in Steinbach. At this meeting 
we first elected 3 deacons. The votes were as follows: Jakob Dueck, Gruenfeld, 48 votes; 
Peter Reimer, Blumenon 31; Abraham Kornelsen, Heuboden 29; Franz Kroeker, Steinbach 
25; Abraham Reimer, Blumenort 12; Johan F.sau, Rosenfeld 9; Cornelius Plett, Blumenhof 
7; Gerhard Doerksen, Hochstadt 7; Cornelius Friesen, Blumenon 3; Peter Loewen, 
Neuanlage 3; Johan Janzen, Blumenhof 2; Peter Dueck, Gruenfeld 2; Abraham Dueck, 
Gruenfeld 2; Gerhard Kornelsen, Lichtenau 1. According to the majority of votes; Jakob 
Dueck, Gruenfeld; Abraham Reimer, Blumenort; and Abraham Kornelsen, Heuboden, 
were elected. From these we elected two to be ministers. The majority of votes went to 
Peter Reimer, Blumenon, with 49 votes, Jakob Dueck, Gruenfeld, with 47 votes, and 
Abraham Kornelsen as deacon with 34 votes. This election was conducted with 65 brethren 
present. 

On Saturday, March 5th, 1882, we had a seIVice in Rosenfeld, but because of a severe 
snow storm very few people came. On March 6th, the Ohms and brethren depaned for the 
other side of the Red River, namely to Rosenort and Rosenhof, in order to bapti7.e the 
young people there and to serve Communion. On March 9th, the following 8 yoWl.g people 
were baptized there: Johan Loewen, Rosenhof; Cornelius Rempel, Rosenort; Isaak Harms, 
Rosenort; Cornelius Komelsen, Rosenort; Margaretha Dueck, Rosenort; Anna Dueck, 
Rosenort; and Elizabeth Kroeker, Rosenhof. 

On Friday, Ohm Peter Kroeker and I conducted preparatory seIVices in the morning 
and afternoon. We observed the Lord's Supper on Saturday the 11th in Rosenhof in the 
morning and in Rosenort in the afternoon. On Sunday the 12th, we held an election for 
minister. First 2 men were to be elected as deacons and the votes fell as follows; Johan 
Friesen, Rosenhof 26; Abraham Eidse, Rosenhof 19; Heinrich Friesen, Rosenhof 12; 
Martin Warkentin, Rosenort 5; Isaak Loewen, Rosenort 2; Johan Friesen, Rosenon 3; 
Peter Dueck, Rosenort 1. 

After that there was an election for a minister with the result that Johan Friesen had 
25 votes for minister. Abraham Eidse with 9 votes was elected as deacon. Aeltester 
Abraham Friesen, from Nebraska, gave his farewell sermon in Rosenort and in Rosenhof. 
On March 17th he departed for home. The minister, Johan Harms, had left already on 
March 1st. 

At the present time (March 1882) we have a total of 173 members with 6 ministers 
and 3 deacons. They are as follows: Peter Baerg, Gruenfeld; Jakob Kroeker, Rosenhof; 
Peter Kroeker; Peter Reimer, Blumenort; Jakob Dueck, Gruenfeld; and Johan Friesen, 
Rosenhof. Deacons are the following: Peter Wiebe, Blumenort, (who wishes to be released 
from his duties); Abraham Eidse, Rosenhof; and Abraham Kornelsen, Heuboden. The 
singers (song-leaders) are the following: Gerhard Kornelsen, Lichtenau; Abraham Friesen, 
Blumenort; Peter Dueck, Gruenfeld; Abraham Reimer, Blumenon; • Cornelius Plett, 
Blumenhof; Abraham Dueck, Gruenfeld; Heinrich Friesen, Rosenfeld; Isaak Loewen, 
Rosenort; and Jakob Rempel. Rosenort. 

Our Gemeinde is at present still without an Aeltester. But in the fall of 1882, we 
asked Aeltester Abraham Friesen, from Nebraska, to visit us again and to help us in our 
difficult situation. We needed to have baptisms again and the Lord's Supper needed to be 
observed, as well as someone to lead us in the election of a bishop. At our request, he 
came in January of 1883 and brought his brother Cornelius Friesen, who was also a 
minister. They first held some seIVices and later they baptized some young people. Their 
names are as follows: Johan Dueck, Johan Dueck, Jakob Plett, Heinrich Reimer, Isaak 
Loewen, Jakob Bartel; and 2 young women, Justina Isaak and Katharina Reimer. 
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The Aeltester election was held on January 21. 1883. I had planned to have part in this 
election. I went there, but before the elections were held, I became very ill. Consequently 
I did not share in the election nor was I able to partake of the Lord's Supper either. How 
much I would have liked to take part, but the Lord planned it otherwise, to Him be praise 
and honour! 

The election results for deacon were as follows: Franz Kroeker, Steinbach 13; 
Abraham Reimer, Blumenort 18; Abraham Dueck, Gruenfeld 11; Cornelius Plett, 
Blumenhof 11; Johan Esau, Rosenfeld 6; Abraham Friesen, Blumenort 5; Peter Loewen, 
Neuanlage 3; Johan Janzen, Blumenhof 1; Gerhard Schellenberg, Rosenfeld 1; Peter 
Dueck, Gruenfeld 1. The assembly with 74 brethren present voted for a minister and 
Abraham Kornelsen, Heuboden, was elected with 45 votes. Abraham Reimer had 27 votes 
and so he stayed as deacon. 

Abraham Kornelsen, was accidentally killed on May 17th when a horse kicked him. 
After his death an election was held and from the 6 ministers Jakob Kroeker was chosen 
as Aeltester, with 88 votes; Johan Friesen, Rosenhof, had 4 votes; Peter Kroeker,-; Peter 
Baerg, Gruenfeld 8; Jakob Dueck, Gruenfeld 6; and Peter Reimer,-. 106 brethren were 
present for this election. 

In 1891, on May 25, Abraham Reimer died, and so in December of 1891 an election 
for minister and deacons was conducted by our Aeltester Jakob Kroeker. First 3 deacons 
were elected and then one minister. The votes for 3 deacons were as follows: Abraham 
Dueck, Gruenfeld 64; Cornelius L.Plett, Blumenhof 64; Peter Plett, Blumenhof 24; Jacob 
Dueck, Gruenfeld 18; Peter Reimer, Gruenfeld 10; Peter Loewen, Neuanlage 15; Abraham 
Friesen, Steinbach 8; Peter Dueck, Steinbach 8; Johan Dueck, Steinbach 3; Johan Reimer, 
Steinbach 4; Peter Klassen, Neuanlage 3; David Plett, Neuanlage 1; Peter Thiessen, 
Blumenhof 5; Gerhard Doerksen, Blumenhof 1; Johan Janzen, Blumenhof 2; Cornelius 
Plett, Blumenhof 2; Abraham Penner, Blumenort 2; Johan Reimer, Blumenort 4; Johan 
Friesen, Blumenort 1; Jacob Wiebe, Blumenort 1; Johan Esau, Rosenfeld 1; Jakob Bartel, 
Rosenfeld 6; Peter Unger, Blumenhof 1. 

Abraham Dueck was elected as deacon with 64 votes. The votes for minister were as 
follows: Abraham Dueck, Gruenfeld had 37 votes; Cornelius LPlett, Blumenhof had 37 
votes; and Peter Plett 7. In that 2 of them had the same number of votes, they drew lots, 
which fell on Cornelius Plett as minister. On October 27 the minister Jacob Dueck died. 

On December 18, 1893, another election was called to elect a deacon and a minister. 
In this election the votes were as follows: Jacob Dueck, Gruenfeld 21; Peter Loewen, 
Neuanlage 36; Peter Reimer, Blumenort 27; Abraham Penner, Blumenort 5; Peter Klassen, 
Neuanlage 2; Abraham Friesen, Steinbach 3; Johan Dueck, Steinbach 9; Kornelius Kroeker, 
Steinbach 2; Johan Janzen, Blumenhof 3; Johan Reimer, Steinbach 3; Jacob Wiebe, 
Blumenort 2; Heinrich Plett, Blumenort 1; Heinrich Fast, Gruenfeld 4; Johan Reimer, 
Blumenort 1; Gerhard Doerksen, Blumenhof l; Cornelius Plett Sr., Blumenhof 1. The 
votes for minister were: 69 votes for Abraham Dueck; and 18 for Peter Plett, Blumenhof; 
Peter Loewen, Neuanlage 34; and Peter Dueck, Steinbach 34. In that two of the candidates 
for deacon had the same number of votes the lot was cast and it fell on Peter Dueck. 

In 1895 in mid December an election was held to choose an Aeltester. The reason for 
this is that our Gemeinde does not live close together. We are about 35 miles apart and 
a big river divides us and it is too difficult to visit and serve both groups. Consequently the 
Gemeinde resolved to choose an Aeltester for here also. We had shared an Aeltester 
together for 14 years, who served us with baptism and Communion, and whenever we had 
special needs. 

Aeltester Jacob Kroeker conducted an election here and Abraham Dueck was chosen 
as our Aeltester who was to serve us in ministering unto our souls. Oh, may our loving 
heavenly Father grant that this may all be for His blessing unto our souls. May the Lord 
give to him an abundance of spiritual gifts. He was also ordained as Aeltester by the above 
named Jacob Kroeker. This took place in mid March, 1896. And now we may well say with 
the poet, 

"Our God hath brought us safe thus far, 
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Because He is so kind. 
Thus far, hath He, by day and night 
protected both, our heart and mind. 
Thus far, He's been our faithful Guide, 
Thus far, hath he rejoiced our hearts. 
Thus far hast Thou our Helper been. 
To you be glory, honour, praise 
And thanks for Thy great faithfulness.• 
Amen! 

Translated in 1989 by Rev. Frank Koop, Kleefeld, Manitoba, a great grandson of Peter 
Baerg (1817-1901). 
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CHAPTER FOUR. 

AELTESTER PETER P. TOEWS (1841-1922). 
On June 7, 1881, Peter Toews (1841-1922), Aeltester of the Gruenfelder Kleine 

Gemeinde, and his uncle Cornelius S.Plett (1820-1900) travelled to Kansas, to examine the 
Gemeinde of Johan Holdeman. On June 28, 1881, Peter Toews returned and gave a report 
to the brotherhood in Manitoba. This report is the first writing included in this section. 
During his years as an Aeltester of the Kleine Gemeinde, Peter Toews maintained 
extensive historical records the most important of which was Sammlung von Briefe und 
Schriftliche Nachrichten zur Hist.orle der Klemen Gemeinden der Mennoniten an der 
Molotschna, which was literally an anthology of the most important documents and 
writings relating to the history of this denomination. In 1900 Peter Toews added a second 
appendix to this collection of documents to explain the reasons for his departure from the 
Kleine Gemeinde in 1882 This appendix, or Anhang Number Two, as Toews called it, is 
the second document included in this chapter. 

Document One. Report to the Gemeinde Regarding My Investigation or the Holdemans' 
Gemeinde in Kansas. 

• After declaring unto you, all my beloved brothers and sisters, the peace of God and 
the grace of our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, I feel to first of all convey to you all my 
gratitude for your support, that I could make this trip to Kansas. I shall with this also 
inform you of my findings of the church at that place. 

When I arrived there, after a four-day trip, late in the evening of the 11th of June, 1879, 
at Johan Hiebert's, Alexanderfeld. I went along with the brethren, John and Abr. Hiebert 
and Jacob Harms, son-in-law to Abr. Klassen, the next morning, being Sunday, to the 
meeting place of the Holdeman Church, 18 miles away. Here we met with a fair sized 
gathering, where a preacher, Mr. Schmidt, spoke. It was in a building that had already been 
built by them for a meeting house. There were members there from another direction that 
had come 20 miles. They had three brethren with them from Michigan that had come for 
a visit. 

After the services I was introduced by the Hieberts to the speaker, Mr. Schmidt, who 
then introduced me to the congregation and also informed them of my purpose of coming 
there. Then I was informed also of another meeting that they had at another place at this 
same time, and that two of their preachers were not here. 

But then it was decided that the members of the church were going to gather again 
the next Friday at the same place. After the meeting I went to the home of Mr. Schmidt, 
and then a few miles further, the same day, where I visited a few families and stayed over 
night. On Monday I went along again to Alexanderfeld. After I had visited my mother, and 
brothers and sisters, also the Aeltester Jacob Wiebe and Abram Klassen and some others, 
I went back again to the formerly designated place. There were three preachers now, 
Schmidt, Voth and Koehn, with quite a large group of their congregation. 

After a song was sung and the introduction made, the preacher of that place 
announced that there was not going to be any preaching, but that they were going to give 
me the opportunity to ask any questions of things lhat were on my mind. This appeared 
to be a surprise to them, and also to me, Yet I appreciated it, to be called before the whole 
congregation, and to be allowed to bring my questions to them. The first and most 
important question that I brought to them was about baptism. The one that I feared the 
most and that stood in my way was, "Would they baptize again, in the church, if someone 
had not been truly converted when he was baptized?" 

Upon this I was told lhat they had had such a thing happen amongst them. They now 
called upon a preacher by the name of Abr. Wenger to answer this question and to tell us 
his experience and standing on this. He told us as follows: "He repented from his sins and 
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then felt a desire to be baptized. He bad observed how others, after they were baptized and 
realized a forgiveness of sins, bad peace with God, which be lacked in spite of looking for 
it in bis repentance. Some bad used the tears in their repentance as proof. He then made 
a decision to ask for baptism, with the hope, to receive forgiveness of sins in or through 
baptism and to find peace with God. So he asked for baptism.• 

He should have made bis covenant with God in a good and clear conscience, which 
be did not have, in the examination before bis baptism. Therefore, he could only make a 
false statement and pass his examination with false pretences, since be knew himself 
unworthy. He accepted baptism not with a good conscience, neither bad he honestly 
confessed bis sins. 

So it happened that after baptism, when Voth, the one that baptized him, laid his 
bands on him, instead of receiving a witness of sins forgiven and of peace and of being a 
child of God, he was over-shadowed and convinced of a curse; and instead of having made 
a covenant with God with a good conscience, a condemnation for the abuse of baptism 
through hypocrisy and a false witness became greater and heavier and almost unbearable. 

When be thought of exposing his condition to the church be feared be might be 
expelled. He, therefore, decided to keep it to himself and tell nobody; although he realized 
that be did not remain unobserved in his grief. His temptation to leave home and bis wife, 
and to bide himself somewhere in this world, from the wrath of God became immense. 
Even the presence of his converted wife and the mere look at other believers as holy, 
increased and enlarged bis condemnation. 

He lived in this state for several months. Then John Holdeman came, and when be 
greeted him with a kiss, as a brother, he immediately made the remark that something was 
not right and in order with him. Such a thing again went through him as a curse, since he 
had thought that God alone knew his heart and his condition, and now it seemed to him 
that in John Holdeman's heart he was recognized with the first look. 

His determination to hide bis condition was now shattered. He still struggled in bis 
distress for a few days and then poured out bis heart to Holdeman and the other preachers. 
Presently he received peace and forgiveness of bis sins, but with an irresistible desire to be 
baptized, and could not be satisfied otherwise, but that he now be baptized upon a true 
conversion. After this he could enjoy the peace with God as others did. This was told me 
at the meeting and again later in his home. 

After this, preacher Voth told us of how this had humbled him as he had not been 
able to prove the condition better and that he bad to acknowledge bis guilt to God; and 
that he bad not stood in the grace of God enough to be able to prove rightly. 

I felt incited to ask whether no one was present, that hearing this story did not find 
himself guilty of a similar offence of not having been truly converted before baptism; and 
through that now got into trials. I looked at the faces of the audience as well as an answer 
to see what impression this made on them, whether this might not affect someone. The 
simple and humble way of dressing for women as well as for men might in a way be a 
witness for them, but could also be misleading. However, this did not seem that way to me 
and the thought came to me that there is likely no one here who does not have forgiveness 
of sins and the peace of God in him. Immediately the words of the prophet Isaiah came 
to me, "The people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity." 

Upon my question a woman was called upon to tell us her condition. She answered 
and said that she had been very distressed and hopeless, but now felt she had peace. I then 
expressed my fear and concern, if Holdeman would come to us, it could very likely happen 
that he would baptize some that do not possess the born-again faith and the true fruits of 
repentance of a new life, and consequently, there would be no end to baptisms. 

They then told me that their principle was only one true baptism, and if they fail in 
this, they break down their own work as well as that of others. Otherwise, if they would 
accept a baptism upon an unconverted person, it would appear as if they were looking for 
some power in baptism, whereas that covenant with God rests on a good conscience and 
the forgiveness of sins. Forgiveness of sins is not in baptism, but in the blood of Christ, 
and baptism is to be administered upon that as a sign of obedience. As such was it revealed 
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to Absalom Wenger where God expressed His will, that no one should look for a 
sufficiency or the forgiveness ofsins in baptism before they are born again, and before they 
had made a covenant with God with a good conscience. 

Through this discussion I became relieved of my questions regarding Absalom Wenger 
about a second baptism. I concluded that, maybe, it was to be a lesson to them to be more 
thorough in their investigations before baptism. At least, I would be thankful to God. if 
Holdeman and the other preachers would have the grace to baptiz.e none before they had 
truly been born again. Yes, that they might possess a fear like Menno said, that they would 
rather die than to baptize an unrepentant man. With this they said they agreed. 

The thought came to me: If God showed such a severity in that church, where one 
unrepentant person was baptized, how will it go with our baptism? How many of us have, 
like this person, only received our baptism by putting on an air of righteousness, with 
untruthful statements and thereby, like Menno says, imitated the work of Ood. 

At any rate, there is a lesson to be learnt from such a severe dealing of God, and we 
should take heed out of it. 

I asked the congregation whether any of them had been baptized into Wiebe's church, 
or some of them into theirs, as we had heard. They said it had not happened yet, but it 
could well happen, since some of Wiebe's church had already made confessions to some 
of them and al.so to the church. One of them was a Jacob Harms with his wife, Abr. 
Klassen's son-in-law. Another Jacob Harms, a painter, had already asked for baptism, but 
because of a poor record in life had not been accepted. 

After this I felt prompted to ask about tobacoo, for I thought if the use of ~t should 
still be amongst them, how could such persons have the peace of God and how could they 
be children of God? They said that it was neither allowed nor being done, but admitted 
that they had in the past permitted chewing tobacoo in a few particular cases under the 
pretence that it was used as medicine. Also did they admit that they had a brother in 
Kansas whom they had worked with for a few years already about it. 

They also asked me to freely express myself about anything that might stand in my way 
amongst them. I told them that this was an entirely new thing to me that tobacoo could be 
used as medicine, but then I remembered how some of our people wanted to justify the use 
of brandy and claimed to get sick if they could not have it, and that one as well as the 
other may need a sharp examination, to be able to recognize the spirit of false excuses. 

I have often thought of such a spirit of false excuses as being untrustworthy. In the 
end even the lust of flesh could be justified as needful for health and could be accepted, 
as experiences in the congregation have taught us, that many do not want to accept the 
teaching of mortifying your members, the workings of the flesh and even the shameful 
passions, they do not want to apply to married life. Therefore I also said at that meeting 
that the use of tobacoo stood in my way, and if it was prescn'bed to me as medicine as the 
world uses it, in lust, I would still not use it in the presence of others to avoid evil 
appearance. Wherein they supported me. 

The same thing holds true in the use of a gun. Of this they said that their conscience 
was not so set against it that they could not be used for anything, even though they did not 
have them. But for sake of evil appearance they would rather not have them. I also asked 
them whether they found it needful to use the ban. Upon this I only got .the answer from 
them that they had a sister in Kansas who had been expelled yean. ago and another one 
that had been expelled last spring, and that neither one had been re-accepted. 

Then I asked them about feet-washing, since I knew that they were using a different 
method than we were. They tried to show me that they were using Christ's example and 
were doing it before the meal, and thought that it was more right. A comparison of the 
evangelists acoording to Matthew 26, Mark 14, and John 13, led them to conclude that the 
supper that Jesus ate together with His disciples was apparently an uninterrupted evening 
meal and that feet-washing was done prior to that; or that they had an evening meal before 
and then feet-washing, and after that observed the Communion. When Christ wanted to 
wash the feet of the disciples he said, "Ye are clean, but not all" This tells us that Judas 
was still there. And afterwards when Jesus had given him the soap, he immediately got up 
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and walked out to betray the Lord. Any one that desires to check this out, whether it is 
as stated, read and compare Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22 and John 13. 

I also asked the church whether they had any experiences in spiritual dreams and 
visions, that John Holdeman writes about in his book. They answered, "Yes". They told me 
among others of one case, concerning a lady's experience when she and her husband got 
converted, were baptized and hands were laid on them, how in a vision it had been shown 
them that one of their preachers was going to follow them. This was already partly fulfilled 
and now fully being fulfilled. This preacher, a Mr. Unruh, was with me together in church 
that same morning and also introduced himself to me. 

This same man had now discontinued his service to that church and looked for a way 
to salvation in the Holdeman church, which he had till then resisted sharply and had 
together with his elder bishop vehemently tried to destroy what the Holdeman church 
sought to build. 

After this gathering, which was on the 17th of June, I went to another place about 20 
miles from there and looked into other matters. I visited some of their families and also 
attended their meetings. At one of these occasions a person was baptiz.ed. about the same 
as we are used to, by pouring in the same house where they preached. After the baptism, 
this person, who had knelt for baptism by the elder and had hands laid on him and a 
blessing pronounced upon him, was then also raised by him. In the laying on of hands they 
profess, as they told me, a special gift and communication of the Holy Spirit, that they 
receive in various ways, especially the minister, more or less. 

My report of my investigations and findings of the state of that church are now to an 
end. I would like to add this much to it that I believe they have more right to claim to be 
the Church of God than we have, in this that they have more of an experienc.e of the peace 
with God and the forgiveness of sins, and also that they are being baptized through one 
spirit into one body. They also have a firm rule and guideline to accept through baptism 
into their church, the born again children of God. 

The signs of the church of Christ and God are more evident there. And since it is 
against the holy will of God and His Word that His Church, body and bride, or temple, 
should be divided, there can only be one united Church of God; as also Menno states, that 
like Adam had only one Eve, Noah had one ark and Isaac had only one Rebecca, so there 
can only be one Church of God. 

I cannot otherwise but work towards the uniting with the Church of God, and 
altogether with all children of God work towards the end, not to justify a baptism received 
outside of the Church of God, nor to take part in baptism or C.Ommunion, as I shall 
further explain; that I am compelled not to do. Herein I shall depend on the help of God, 
how He shall direct our uniting with that church. How this will materialize I can as yet not 
tell you. I am not insinc.ere nor deceitful in this, as I have been accused of by some, but 
will leave this to the leading of God, if it be His will, until Holdeman comes to us together 
with another one of his helpers. 

This much I want to say, and that my knowledge of the Word of God tells me, that 
all that was written in the past through Moses and the prophets, was written for our 
enlightenment and that it may then also be for our learning, as Menno declares, •As Adam 
had but one Eve, Noah but one ark and Isaac had only one Rebecca,• so can God have 
only one church in which His sacraments, His baptism and C.Ommunion can be practised 
and observed, and where He gathers all believers and scattered children of God from the 
time of the apostles to the present time and also will in the future, into one home in God 
and the Spirit. God had also given Noah an exact pattern of height, depth, width and 
length of this ark to be built, and so I believe that He also built it precisely according to 
His godly directions. I also believe that if others at the time of Noah would have built 
other arks, it would have done them no good, and they would not have saved their lives 
in them. The Apostle Peter compared the ark with the Church of God, as also Menno and 
Philips did. 

For the building of this ark or the Church of God the Lord has also given us exact 
directions and a pattern, measures and rules, how to build this ark, house or Church of 

556 



God of living stones, that requires one baptism, in which the covenant is made with God 
In a good conscience. So that even as there, the width, length, depth and height can be 
understood by all holy ones, for He has broken down the wall of partition and the fence 
between the Jews and the Gentiles, and has made one out of the two, and has established 
one church, not many. Even if there were many, as of various nations, the believers were 
still of one heart and one in mind. 

Therefore, since we have not built according to this rule, and the Apostle Paul warns 
and says, "Let every man take heed how he buildeth thereon that he build not in vain of 
wood, hay or stubble.• Therefore, great fear has come upon me to continue to build, for 
God had only one ark built when the flood came, so does God also in this age of the 
Gospel only want one ark built in which His covenant is represented in baptism. See 2 
Peter 3. The same can and shall be erected with a good oonscience on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets and fitly joined together with Jesus Christ. Note that the words 
are "fitly joined together•, as a comer stone and growing into a Holy Temple in the Lord, 
where all believers and children of God can find spiritual rest and shelter. See Ephesians 
2. 

Since we are not followers of the above prescribed rule, and fitly joined together, I am 
afraid to continue to build, lest it be not according to the Gospel and the God-given 
pattern but be outside of and alongside of the teachings of Christ, as it appears to me. If 
the church was to be bapti7.ed through one Spirit into one body, as the apostle says, it 
should be the same today. Such a body is to be fitly joined and sealed together. Note the 
words "fitly joined", "sealed together", and with the cornerstone which is Christ. But we are 
not baptised unto the body of Christ. 

Instead, these factions and groups split away and many go their own way according to 
their own choosing, and do not hold to the main body, through which the whole system, 
mutually gets supported in all its needs, holding together and growing in a godly stature. 
Read CoL 2. I said tom and split in varying parts, some in humility and in spirituality, 
resembling angels, to some extant in that mental state, but still living according to their 
own choosing. By these we are not to let ourselves be misled, for they have no similarity 
to the true body of Christ, where the members are fitly joined together and supporting one 
another mutually, and all are as a part of Christ's body, holding to one another and all to 
Christ. I note here the words "holding unto one another." 

Therefore, I fear, since Christ has but one body, where none are separated from the 
others and can say, "I have no need of you•. I must say, I am afraid to build a church whose 
members come from so many split and divided groups and have not been bapti7.ed into one 
body, as into the body of Christ, that is, to build that church as the Church of God. Of 
these only some belong to us, while we claim that they have all been baptil.ed into the body 
of Christ, even though they live according to their own choosing. Therefore this seems to 
me as if our very purpose has been perverted. 

Who then should not fear, lest they lose the right course? For if the church is to be 
the bride of Christ, she must also be as a clean virgin, that is, she must be undefiled of the 
world, and free from associating with any strange man; or as the Word of God tells us at 
another place, not be affiliated with other women, that is, not be polluted with any strange 
sects. And if the church is His wife, she must hold to Him only as His own wife, and also 
receive of Him and of no one else and have nothing to do with any strange lover, but be 
obedient to Christ, because He loves her so much. 

This mystery of Christ and His church, as one body, He wants to have rightly discerned 
as His body, for two in marriage are as one flesh as in 1 Corinthians, Chapter 11, where it 
tells us of their partaking of the Lord's Supper. That Supper which the Corinthians 
observed upon division and variousness, was not the Lord's Supper, I dare to say it cannot 
be the Lord's baptism either that is done upon disunity and division, or better said, done 
upon separation, and especially if done in an unrepentant state. For it is impossible to 
baptize such a one through the spirit into the body of Christ. 

Therefore I advise and beg the dear church and all beloved brothers and sisters. Do 
not ascribe my acknowledgement so readily to a misleading spirit or a powerful deception, 
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that God wants to send to the one that does not want to accept the truth, since this is only 
a matter of accepting the truth. For in this judgement I have both, Menno Simons and D. 
Philips on my side, and also as I understand Peter and Paul and the Word of God. 

I inform you once more, as you already all know, that I have come to a stand-still with 
me as your Aeltester (Bishop), and for no other reason but what has come through a fear 
of God. I fear to teach and deal otherwise than what His Word tells us. Therefore pray 
that the Lord may send all of us a fear over these matters, also those that use this time as 
an opportunity to find ll'berty for their flesh. 

I pray, therefore, that the Lord may teach us His fear and that the god of this world 
would not beguile or blind our minds, like unbelievers, that we cannot see the bright light 
of the Gospel and the clarity of ChrisL May He, the Lord, that is the real Father over all 
that are called children in heaven and on earth, give strength to the inward man to become 
strong through His Spirit, and that Christ may dwell through faith in your hearts, and that 
you through love may be rooted and grounded to know the breadth and length and depth 
and heighL Indeed, may He begin to grant us knowledge of His Will and lead us in 
everlasting ways. Amen! "Peter P.Toews" 

Note: "Report to the Gemeinde Regarding My Investigation of the Holdeman's 
Gemeinde in Kansas" was transcribed from the German original into typewritten form in 
about 1950 by Rev. Jakob T.Wiebe (1872-1965) of Greenland, Manitoba, and translated into 
English by John W.Wohlgemuth, Hadashville, Manitoba, in 1988. 

Document Two. Appendix Number Two. 
Some of the historical events contained in this book (Sammlung ... Zur Historie der 

Klelnen Gemelnde der Mennoniten an der Molotschna), for example, especially the 
position that the Mennonite leaders in Prussia took against Menno Simon's "Foundation 
of Christian Doctrine" which Peter von Riesen had caused to be printed and the 
confiscation of the same by the bishops and ministers of the Mennonites, and other 
important recorded matters, induced me to leave this work and history to the church, as 
well as others, as a legacy. When I refer to the church I have in mind here the Church of 
God. Indeed, I hereby acknowledge that earlier I considered the 'Kleine Gemeinde' as such. 
In that sense I also gathered this information and added some notes at the bottom in 
smaller scripL 

My upbringing in the parental home, thanks to the grace of God, already brought it 
about that I had believed in a Church of God from my earliest youth. The 'Kleine 
Gemeinde' to which my parents belonged was valid as such in my eyes. The mocking of my 
school mates who belonged to the 'Grossen Gemeinde', that is, they were children of the 
same, strengthened me in my faith when they called me "Froamskotuks" which is as much 
to say the religious or the pious one, because I would not take part in roaming around at 
night in godless company, the use of tobacco and card playing, cursing and such like. And 
because I also had a feeling or impulse to become a minister sometime, and having a 
preference for the 'Kleine Gemeinde', it so came about that I was baptized into the same 
by the Aeltester Johan Friesen in 1861. 

I believe I was converted although I was not instructed to have a conscious awareness 
of the requital of my sins by faith. Rather the emphasis was more on the living of a life of 
discipleship. I overcame a special experience in the summer of 1863 through the reading 
of Menno Simons' "Meditation on the twenty-fifth Psalm," which at that time was my 
favourite devotional reading. A spurned marriage proposal was the cause and because I had 
followed the influence of my friends instead of seeking the countenance and counsel of 
God I came into severe distress and temptation and learnt what it meant to be tempted 
and sifted face to face by Satan. But much more I also learnt to seek the Lord and to 
experience His loving kindness, and to be secure for one's self as the Saviour says, "I have 
prayed for thee,• etc. The experience was so wonderful for me, especially for a few days, 
that it was like bathing in the peace of God. 

As the poet sings in the song, "Forth, forth, my heart, to heaven, etc. Here can your 
heart be bathed snow white in the blood of the Lamb.• When I thereupon married in fall 
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with the assurance of God's leading, my heart was still in this blessed peace. 
In the year 1866 a division took place in the Gemeinde as descn"bed in detail in this 

book. In 1866 in fall I was elected as a minister, and so on, later also as a bishop 
(Aeltester). This book tells of the circumstances, and I refrain from repetition. I was still 
Jiving in the faith and dealt acrordingly; that the Kleine Gemeinde was the Church of God. 

Then in the year 1874, when some had already emigrated to America something 
happened which initiated a change in my way of viewing things, although I together with 
my fellow minister Gerhard P.Goossen had already often given testimony during public 
teaching, and especially that one had to have the witness of being a child of God. I also 
testified against taking interest and other things new to the Gemeinde. 

I found among the filed away papers and books of an old minister, which his widow 
(Mrs Klaas Friesen), my aunt, did not want to take along to the new home, a Dutch 
booklet, the treatise regarding the United Undivided Church of God written by Claas 
Ganglofs. This booklet contained truths which I had never before observed in such a 
manner, although I had already met up with trials concerning the baptism of the 
unconverted. Nor is it necessary that one baptized in an unconverted state needed to 
baptize another to get a new start (beginning), as some have done. 

I must omit the detailed discussion of further happenings, with which most readers 
today are already familiar, such as my becoming acquainted with brother Johan Holdeman, 
and with the Church of God, and my transfer to or union with the same. I will let a couple 
of extracts from letters follow, to thereby give all readers of this book and those who seek 
the truth, an opportunity to know my experiences and how I came to a knowledge of the 
truth with the Church of God. In addition to what I have written in the Botschafter der 
Wabrheit the same is still the foundation of my faith, and hopefully by the grace of God, 
shall remain so to the end of my days. 

Because of lack of space I shall confine myself to a couple of excerpts only; although 
excerpts from some letters by Aeltester Jacob A Wiebe, Kansas, and Aeltester Abraham 
L.Friesen, Nebraska, as relating to the subject would be in place here. The first excerpt is 
from A Letter to My Sister In Kansas and serves as a justification of my position: 

December 22, 1891. 
"From childhood on I believed in a visible Church of God. I was so taught 

and later also myself taught others to believe in such. For some time I also 
believed that the Kleine Gemeinde was the one. Through various trials I 
experienced from time to time that many practices were based more on human 
interpretation and the power of custom than on God's word, and my faith that 
the Kleine Gemeinde was the organized Church of God was weakened; but not 
my confidence in God's Word; through whose testimony I had learned to know 
the Saviour and His peace. In the grace of God I wanted to Jive and die. I 
often had many and grave concerns in my soul, but the Word of God was my 
comfort. 

"In 1874, still before the emigration, by God's leading, I got a Dutch 
booklet into my possession about the United Undivided Church of God. From 
the contents of this booklet I received more light, but also more conviction 
that I was not in the Church of God and that the Church of God as united and 
undivided members of the body of Christ are joined together and hold to one 
another, serving one another, and by one Spirit are baptized into one body and 
are united from the beginning of Christ's prophecy, Matthew 16,18, which 
without separation or interruption has fulfilled itself in His word, etc. 

"The translating of part of this booklet into our High German language, 
in order to show it to and share it with my fellow ministers and from time to 
time also with the members of the Church, the becoming acquainted with 
brother John Holdeman 's writings and to compare this booklet firstly with the 
latter's and also the writings of Menno Simons and those of the martyr 
brethren, followed one upon another during that time. Thus from time to time 
I came to the right understanding of the united Church of God of which I 
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believe that she is a visible, organized church, and was and will remain as such, 
to which the scattered children of God shall be gathered as a necessary 
consequence of salwtion secured by the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour, John 11:52 and 17:21 and other references more. 

"Much could be said about human interpretation and tradition, above all 
to mention the baptism of the decayed Babel, often so called by the ministers, 
to acknowledge this as a baptism which by many were received in an 
unconverted state from the converted. 

"I believe that to this visible Church of God also belongs the Word and 
command of the Lord to teach and observe all things He has commanded. To 
her also belongs the bearing of the cross and for Christ's sake to hate (deny) 
father, mother, brother, sister, etc, and vice versa, to be hated of all people. To 
hate and be hated must be moderately understood and rightly interpreted. 
Included in the "ALL•, which the Loni has commanded to observe also belongs, 
besides many others, which is not being observed or recognized by many 
scattered children of God, the command given by Paul in the name of Christ, 
to withdraw from every member that is disorderly, who does not walk 
according to the ewngelical and apostolic order according to the regulations 
given by the apostles; then also about all apostates, 2 Thessalonians 3:6, read 
also Article 29 in the Martyr's Mirror on page 331 and further, also the 
avoidance of apostates is mentioned.• 

Thus far the excerpt from the letter. The rest can be looked up in my letter and essay 
collections. A remarkable and important experience made by me shall not be kept from the 
truth loving and searching readers. Directly before my acceptance into the Church of God, 
after many of my fellow church members had already been admitted, when I had prayed 
much and occasionally also fasted, and had pleaded with the Lord for a renewed testimony 
of the Spirit of being a child of God, and thereby to recognize His godly will and pleasure 
in my intentions, the following happened. 

A number of persons, about 14 or 15, were together in our house one evening. There 
was a prayer and singing, brother Markus was among us, and he led in prayer. During the 
prayer a special power gripped me which made my whole body shake and tremble that I 
thought the place moved beneath us, and I instantly received a great joy. Having arisen 
from prayer, the trembling and movement still continued throughout my body. 

I looked up the song which I had wished and desired to be able to sing from the heart 
for a long time: "Enough, you now this grace have found, my heart, God is not angry with 
you, "etc. No. 326. Because of being so strongly moved, I could hardly pronounce the words 
before the group. Later I become aware that several of those present had more or less felt 
some of this strange power and received great joyfulness. The happening brought to my 
mind Acts 4:31 and Romans 8:16, • •• the Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God.• 

Although having formerly believed, experienced, and thus taught and testified., I had 
never before experienced it in such perceptible power. God be the Glory! It never leaves 
my memory. The following evening, my wife and I, and others of those gathered the 
previous evening were together with brother Johan Holdeman, who came from Morris 
during the day, and through baptism and laying on of hands, we were received into the 
Church of God. 

Second excerpt from a letter An Answer to a Letter Requested by Brother A.G. Ensz, 
a minister of the congregation at Inman, Kansas, 1899, February 6, concerning the 
difference between the Kleine Gemeinde and the Church of God: 
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February 6, 1899. 
"I was raised in the Kleine Gemeinde and as a boy I was often taken along 

to meetings and the worship service. Therefore, I already learned early, 
especially when the articles of faith were read, to believe in a Church of God. 
Because the Kleine Gemeinde had separated from the other denominations as 
from a fallen Babel, and I heard the difference not only explained in the 



teaching but also realized that those in the Kleine Gemeinde did not have 
drunkards among them, nor tolerated fighting, dancing, card playing, tobacco 
smoking and other things, were not tolerated. 

"I did not doubt but that the Kleine Gemeinde was the remaining handful, 
the small flock to which, according to God the Father's good pleasure, the 
Kingdom was given. I also was added to her by baptism according to the form 
after recommendation by two witnesses who testified that I had staned to live 
a pious life and desired to be saved. But I believe I also was convened. 
Subsequently I was elected to be a minister at a rather young age, I was 25 
years old. 

"The church was divided into two parts. I would wish to draw our 
attention to how high the waves of agitation went and bow much opportunity 
it gave, that "affliction teaches to observe the Word.• It should for example, be 
noted, that when I was elected as a Bishop, I was the fourth one after the one 
who had baptized me, and they were still all living. And the one who led 
another branch of the Kleine Gemeinde was a fifth in number who had 
received his ordination from the bishop of the Orloffer Gemeinde, but likewise 
led a remnant, if not the core according to their view, of the Kleine Gemeinde. 
In order to avoid misinterpretation and errors I must still make some detailed 
comments, of which a whole book could be written, before I come to the 
explanation of the difference between us and the Kleine Gemeinde. 

"Heinrich Enns ofFISchau, together with quite a group, separated himself 
from Bishop John Friesen. Enns, also became the Bishop. It was under him 
that I was called to be a minister. Heinrich Enns did not function very long, 
but stayed with the church. Jakob A Wiebe succeeded him. When Wiebe 
introduced immersion baptism another separation took place. *Mention should 
be made here that Wiebe's election as bishop as also his baptism reform, took 
place altogether independently of the ministers and congregations of (the 
Kleine Gemeinde) in the Molotschna and Borosenko, and without prior notice 
to them. Wiebe's associates lived in the Crimea. 

"Then I was elected as a bishop. Let us now go back to the Bishop Johan 
Friesen. In several years his group was divided into three parts. Two of these 
parts united with us after which Bishop Johan Friesen remained with only one 
family as a remnant of one division. He, likewise together with them, wanted 
to join us but he died before it happened. The third group, whose bishop 
received his ordination from the Orloffer bishop, also made an attempt to 
unite with us; but it did not materialize, except for one group which went with 
us to Canada during the emigration. The others went to Nebraska. 

"Now for a short explanation of the difference. In my urge for knowledge 
I found during searching through several Dutch books among others, an 
exposition about a united, undivided Church of God. This occurred in 1874 the 
year before our emigration. I found the expression "united and undivided" 
indeed new for me, but not contrary to, rather much more according to God's 
Word, however not at all corresponding to our position, the teaching of the 
Church. Thus a new link was added to the chain of the many trials and 
scruples of conscience. For the sake of truth I could not refrain from taking 
a stand against our baptism of so many unconverted ones, so as not to 
acquiesce therein. The rest is known. 

"Many members of the Kleine Gemeinde, including ministers and bishops, 
were and are baptized in an unconvened state, and that among many others 
is the primary reason for our separation. We believe that according to the 
Word the members of the body of Christ in the Church of God must be 
baptized by one Spirit into one body. Although having fled out of so called 
Babel, they on the contrary, accept every baptism, that is of Mennonites, 
without regard whether converted or unconverted. "The word "Babel' in 
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reference to those whom they had left, was after all often used by them in 
speech and writing, so that they as well as I, had to come into conflict with 
themselves if they wanted to accept conviction and light. With word (speaking) 
and writing they have given much testimony about the departure from Babel 
which can also be found in this book. But if, for example, they would sing the 
song "Im geistlich grossen Babylon" and come to the part regarding baptism, 
verse 12, they would still have to admit to themselves that they had received 
their water baptism in Babel. 

"I could still mention and add much more but shall abstain from doing so. 
Of the testimony of Jesus which is the Spirit of prophecy, Revelations 19:10, 
I have known nothing in the Kleine Gemeinde, but am now by testimonies 
convinced and strengthened in the faith that this Spirit like the water from the 
spiritual rock, I Corinthians 10:4, accompanies the Church of God, and the 
Lord gives to them who believe in Him to drink therefrom, John 4,14. I also 
believe that among the first writers and founders of the Kleine Gemeinde there 
were those that if someone had been able to present more light they would 
have accepted it. Their writings testify that they were willing to come under the 
cross; and as such I respect and regard them above others." 

Thus far the excerpt from the letter. Today the 27th of April 1900, I reflect that this 
book reveals the history of the Kleine Gemeinde and in total touches upon a period of 
approximately one hundred years. At the close thereof I have particularly written down my 
experiences, although only in very compelled circumstances. In conclusion I have pointed 
out the differences between the Kleine Gemeinde and Church of God. I also note that 
based on my observations and experiences I assume responsibility for that which has been 
said or written about this difference. 

I would draw the attention of the reader to my articles in the Botschafter der 
Wahrheit under the title "A Great Mystery" (Ein Grosses Geheimnis) which outlines my 
persuasion, conviction and my belief about the united Church of God. This essay as well 
as the one under the title "The Stumbling Block (Scandal) of the Cross" (Das Aergernisz 
des Kreuzes) were written by me during a time of severe trials in the church. 

May . many yet give honour to the truth. It is my prayer that my last work in 
conjunction with the gifts of the other ministers in the Church of God, namely also those 
of the brethren Ganglofs and John Holdeman, who now also have gone home, may become 
a blessing to many, as the writings of the ministers of the Church-Menno, Phillips, 
Ganglofs, and the martyred brethren- were a constant balm for my soul. May God in His 
grace grant this! Amen! The 27th of April 1900. "Peter Toews" 

Submitted as a tentative translation for further editing and corrections. Respectfully, 
"Otto Isaac", Fort Vermilion, Alberta, 1989. 
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CHAPfERFIVE 

AELTESTER JAKOB A. WIEBE (1836-1921) 

Introduction. 
The first letter in this chapter was written by Jakob A.Wiebe (1836-1921) one time 

Aeltester of the Kleine Gemeinde and founder of the Krimmer Mennonite Brethren 
Gemeinde, which settled in Gnadenau, Kansas, in 1874. The letter confirms other sources 
that there was considerable continuing interaction between the two religious communities. 
It also contains an appendix of sorts in the form of a letter written by Cornelius 
W.Duerksen (1824-1888), the brother-in-law to Aeltester Peter Toews of the Manitoba 
Kleine Gemeinde. Both letters are written to Johan T.Enns (1850-1917), of Rosenort, 
Manitoba, the son offormer Aeltester Heinrich Enns (1807-1881 ), of Fischau. Johan T.Enns 
responds to the letters from Kansas with two letters of his own written to Aeltester Peter 
P.Toews, Gruenfeld, Manitoba. These documents were preserved by Rev. John I.Penner 
(1893-1973), formerly of Kleefeld, Manitoba, and came to the writer courtesy of his son 
Rev. Cornelius Penner, Kleefeld, Manitoba, 1984. 

Letter One. 

To Johan Enns. Rosenort, Manitoba, 

Gnadenau, Marion County, Kansas, 
P.O. Hillsboro, February 19, 1881. 

Dear friends, Johan Enns', as well as all the other formerly dearly beloved friends and 
Geschwister. Fustly, a heartfelt greeting to all and especially to all those dear ones who 
remember me in love, and with whom we have been in fellowship and used to have many 
things in common and have had so many blessed hours together. I am well persuaded that 
the Lord has often looked at us in His grace and blessed our being together. 

I verily believe that the Lord rejoiced that we had become willing to serve Him, 
instead of where we before used to come together to serve Satan. Instead we now came 
together to share our sorrows and to pray and mutually to edify each other from the Word 
of God. Oh, what blessed hours I have experienced together with some of you! I also 
believe that your love to me at that time was completely true and childlike. But not long 
thereafter I stood as a drove-out wild animal to you, so that the question of the Apostle 
Paul to the Galatians came to me, "Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you 
the truth?" Gal. 4:16. 

However, the same always stayed hidden, and there remained within me a secret 
desire, "Oh that they would also learn to see this!" I could at that time not do or act 
different from what I, or we did Oh, the dear brothers, Kornelsens, as also the aged old 
Uncle Gerhard Komelsen, Heinrich Wohlgemuth, the beloved Gerhard Goossens, Mrs. 
Heinrich Reimer, as she then was, the beloved brother Peter Toews, the beloved 
neighbours, Peter Bergens, the Esaus, and Mrs. Peter Wiebe, etc., etc. Alas, where are 
those times? Where are those hours? Must they really be lost? I think noL Where are 
those dear Schellenbergs with their children? And the aged Ohm Enns? Are all our 
discussions for naught and are they lost? 

I trust noL In as much as I recall, I was always honest and eager to learn if matters 
really were that way. If only you could think back; for a while, and so and so far, I was 
quite happy, even though not quite at ease. Until then I was not responsible, since I was 
only a follower and a student and was very anxious to learn. 

Furthermore, I have always revealed to you in a childlike way, my struggles about 
baptism, at least to some of you. But when I was chosen as a teacher, and later placed into 
the position of Aeltester, it was requested that I go to Borosenko. Consequently, I went 
there and also to the Molotschna performing the ordinances. While there, I worked with 
the conditions in the Molotschna. Then when I returned from Borosenko and the 
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Molotschna to the Crimea and arrived at my home, everything seemed to fall apan for me. 
Since I had worked against my conviction, upon the sincere entreaties of the elders, 

a great fear came upon me, worse than at the time of my conversion. At this time I 
lamented more, asked more, made more inquiries and cried more than I slepL At that very 
time my beloved child died and everything stood before me as strange and hostile. 

Oh, truly a dismal time! From my former brotherhood and brothers and sisters, I 
received nothing but accusations and reproaches. I knew of no other remedy but to declare 
myself Scripturally against all the others. Whereupon there was no shonage of accusations 
and reproaches, and I received many more letters than I would have desired. Even you, my 
dear friend Johan Enns, did not remain lacking in this regard. But all is forgiven. 

My beloved Mrs. Johan Enns, I have not even answered your letter. Have you forgiven 
me as well? I expect so. I have not yet forgotten the contents of the same. In that regard 
I would like to say only that which I in my imperfection declared at the time, namely, that 
I still believe likewise, and that I believe to have basis from the Word of God for the same. 

As I have perceived from numerous letters including your much appreciated 
correspondence, the same now· is giving you occasion for reconsideration. I have read a 
letter in Nebraska at the beloved Gescbwister Peter Friesen's, from Abraham Isaacs. It is 
a very serious letter. I also believe that it is the way you write, we still have too much life 
to die completely unto self, and too little to make progress within Christendom, and so life 
goes on in it's sorrowful unstoppable way, the horrible eternity drawing ever nearer. This 
approximately was the general meaning. 

From many other letters I have also heard that matters there by you are in quite an 
uproar, which brings joy to myself and all of us. And yet it seems as if you are unable to 
fellowship with us? Unusual! We do believe that we are able to give an answer to anyone 
(of our beliefs), and yet it seems as if we are being refuted in almost every direction. 

When other peoples and nations battle against us that is very hard, but when Israel 
raged war against Juda that was even harder. 2 Samuel 2:26. Strife and oontention is great 
enough today, without that Israel and Juda should war against each other. For this reason 
I have been altogether quiet for many years and have left this in the hands of God. But 
now that you have come to the insight that things should be different and request me to 
write, I cannot rid myself of the obligation and will therefore gladly state my grounds and 
admonishment to follow God's Word very precisely in all things. 

However, it hurts us very deeply that you now want to challenge us with Holdeman, 
for I cannot truly believe that Johan Holdeman has made a correct beginning. What I teach 
others to do I am first obligated to do myself. He aa:epts no one into his Gemeinde 
without baptism, rather everyone must be baptized again, but he himself was noL This 
would have been a very small matter for me to do likewise, to baptize others but not to 
submit myself to obedience. I cannot agree with this and then to cast everything of ours 
away as Holdeman does. Also, he makes the baptism in the river out to be so questionable, 
and brings up many things, wherewith he seeks to suppon baptism by affusion. 

However, the words are still valid today, "and when Jesus was baptized He soon 
stepped out of the water.• Matthew 3:16. Funher, "When John baptized, he baptized at 
Aenon, near Salem, for there was much water there• etc. John 3:23. And also in Acts 8:38, 
• And He commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both unto the water, 
both Philip and the eunuch; and He baptized him." Read also 2 Kings 5:14. 

If one wishes to wash another's feet, he has to take water and wet the entire foot, then 
they are washed. But not when they are only sprayed or sprinkled somewhaL The same 
likeness applies to baptism. To baptize is to dip or immerse into water or wash. Since the 
symbol of immersion is the right one, and all other symbols are manifested thereby, the 
wisest thing for us to do is to follow the example of Jesus. Beyond this I do not want to 
contradict anyone. But I cannot agree with nor endorse anyone who wants to cast doubt 
on the baptism of the Lord Jesus. Holdeman, however, does this in writing and also 
personally. Otherwise I want to leave him in God's hands. What brother Johan Harder has 
told you in his letter is exactly the same as I also believe. Read it all. 

Otherwise I hold nothing against Johan Holdeman. Nor have I any desire to create 
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any disturbance in his Gemeinde. For I do believe he has a teaching of salvation which has 
its place in Christendom.. However, that he is writing letters that there are now many of 
our members who desire to be baptized again by him by sprinkling or by pouring. as a 
number of our brothers and sisters themselves have said of a letter from him in Nebraska; 
he has no justification for this. He makes reference to two persons that are outside of the 
Gemeinde because of disloyalty whom he tried to win over by means of another one of 
their members. 

He also came to me in my house with one of them. But when he heard how we had 
often warned him and how much work we had with him, Holdeman said himself, "He 
seemed suspicious to him", and was thereby convinced of his untruthfulness. Still he writes 
to Nebraska as stated above, how he seems to cast doubt about us. lbat is the stone of 
stumbling and a rock of offence. Why interfere where order is pursued and appreciated? 
Why uy to lay a foundation where it has already been laid? Why hinder someone from 
repentance when we have or are reproving them, like the above two persons? 

Instead of confessing their misdeeds to the brethren they chose to go to Holdeman, 
and are even supported there. I do not think that this is the Christian way. Christ has not 
taught that, and the apostles did not work that way; but rather where darkness and sin 
ruled, they inflamed the light of Evangelism. They did not bring disorder and cast aside 
everything else where there was order. 

Oh reflect upon all of this my beloved Johan! I think you have no right to accuse me 
like you do. lbat is, you should not accuse me like I accused Ohm D. Warkentin. I asked 
you about your secret sins and you stated that you were free of them. Before this you told 
me, and also others, that you had found forgiveness of your sins and believed you were 
saved in Jesus Christ. 

Now, dear Johan, my love and a deep desire for you, and for the salvation of all of 
you, has prompted me to write the above very imperfect lines to you. I beg all that read 
these lines and hear them read, to prove everything. Also prove brother Johan Harder's 
writing in a true fear of God and with the Word of God, and with a true desire for 
salvation and with an innermost love of God. But should one or the other thing not be 
clear to you and that you cannot find it in the Word of God, be free to ask us, for we are 
ready to justify our faith and also to give you our reasons according to the Word of God. 
Committing all to the Lord in love. "Jakob Waebe" 

l.dter Two. 
Worthy Friend Enns: 

Since I was asked by brother Wiebe to rewrite his letter that be wrote to you. He had 
at places written between the lines and in too big a hurry, for which reason it may have 
been unclear in certain places, and because he could not always write clearly due to poor 
eyesight. Therefore, I felt somewhat obligated to do as requested as well as I could, and in 
the process I have been able to recall in the spirit many previous incidences. 

I have realized how the dear Saviour through His promised Holy Spirit, whom He 
covenanted to send as a comforter for all to lead us in all truth, has in former times 
worked among you, and how according to His unsearchable love and grace, He still works 
among you and us and leads us from one perception to another and from one clarity to 
another, if only we are childlike and obedient to Christ, as Paul tells us i.n 2 Corinthians 
10:5. 

I can say in truth that I feel an inclination and a love towards you there. Firstly, thirty 
years ago I spent a while as a fellow member of the Kleine Gemeinde under Aeltester 
Johan Friesen. Because of lack of spiritual life and growth in the church, I, with some 
others, felt compelled to leave the Church again, although with great pain and much 
spiritual grief. 

Since that time my search for spiritual life and growth has been very unsuccessful until 
four years ago, when I joined our Church through a Scriptural baptism. Now I have to 
praise and exalt our dear Saviour's unfathomable and merciful love, Who has kept and lead 
me with such fatherly love and patience till this day. Wherein I do not doubt in the least 
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way that He will also keep me until I can say, through the help and assistance of my 
beloved Saviour, "I have fought a good fight and finished my course and kept my faith, 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness." 2 Timothy 4:7,8. 

Further, my affection and love to you is increased by the fact that I have become so 
closely related to your Aeltester Peter Toews, whereby I have entered into correspondence 
with him and always became closer to him, and thereby also feel drawn closer to all of you. 
The love has become more intense and my desires grow in me to become more one heart 
and soul with you, that we could at every opportunity confidently admonish one another 
in these final, spiritually dangerous, and evil times. If only this encouragement can be done 
by writing. 

I feel that the baptism as formerly instituted by our church, after long and intense 
seeking and searching, is the right one, and corresponds the most completely with the 
example of our Saviour. I was finally convinced of this after a very protracted searching, 
inquiring, investigating and after arguing against it for a long while for the following 
reasons: 

Firstly, I sought to contradict it with the large Martyr's Mirror by T.V. Braght. Then 
I discovered through the writings of our forefathers in the same book, that the first honest 
Christians, as long as they remained in their simplicity, baptized in the water by immersion, 
after the example of those who had provided us with the new covenant with God and 
named all their true and faithful followers with the expression, "Thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness." Matthew 3:15. 

Further I became convinced through a song, viz. #624 in our Mennonite Song Book 
that our forefathers, when they accepted this song for our Gesanghuch, must have practised 
immersion baptism since this song mentions the water bath several times, which cannot be 
said of a baptism by sprinkling. Also it came to my mind that I had formerly read in Russia 
about Mennonites in Holland who were called Demplers, because they immersed for 
baptism. 

After I had observed all this and considered my convictions the following portions of 
Scripture became more clear to me: 2 Kings 5:13-14; Romans. 6:4; Ephesians 5:26; 1 Peter 
3:21; and Hebrews 10:22, as well as Acts 8:38,39. I have stated these references about 
baptism here because this was the only thing that stood in my way to join the Church. In 
all other points I found nothing in the rules and regulations of the church which were 
contrary to the Scriptures. Quite the contrary, when I proved everything with the Word of 
God, I had to confess the same to be correct and of which I have become more and more 
convinced to this day. 

Greetings to you with Ephesians 1:2-12. Dear friend Enns, do give my greetings to my 
brother-in-law Peter Toews when you meet him, with Isaiah 35:8, also the others that 
remember me. If you meet the elderly Gerhard Kornelsen, give him my greetings and ask 
him to write to me, so I can get his address. I will gladly write to him again. I commit you 
unto God. A humble disciple of Christ. "Cornelius W. Duerksen• 

Letter Three. 
(No year stated, presumably written around 1880. Translator J.W.) 
Dear Brother Peter Toews, 

We have received your letter of the 16th of May. Since we seldom get to Winnipeg, 
we expect to wait for an opportunity to send this along with someone to you. . 

We have not yet been included in the voting in Pembina and have not voted here yeL 
The English neighbours, however, got some to Morris for that purpose; but since things 
seemed so disorganized there they left again. We think we should talk to Mr. Hespeler 
about it, for if we belong to Pembina, our English neighbours need not to call us in with 
them here. 

Gerhard Warkentins have been re-accepted again as members a while ago. Since there 
has been a question about baptism, as also his was, it has become more important to me 
in dealing with it. What about the breaking of the fulfilment of his vow, which he has done 
by the baptism? And how did he do so? 
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My heart often becomes overloaded with grief and fear when I think of my own great 
weaknesses and that I have been placed on the walls of Zion as a watchman, in this so 
troubled time. Often I cannot see my way through, and I must lament with the poet, 'The 
splendour of the sun that throws its beams of grace upon the unadulterated heart is often 
interrupted.• But my determination not to throw away my confidence, but to continue in 
prayer to God, to keep me from sinking. Let us remember each other in prayer, for I am 
in great need of your intercession. 

Greet all your fellow servants, together with wives and children. Your affectionate 
fellow servant "Joban Enns•. P.S. I invite you all for a visit, if not personally than by 
writing. Our father also sends his greetings. 

Letter Four. 
Rosenort, October 13, 1880. 

Grace, mercy and peace, I wish unto you from the depth of my heart, and that in all 
things it may be well with you! Dear brother Peter Toews, since my inner desire is so great, 
I began to write you about some things. Yet I decided to hold back a little longer, hoping 
for a better time when we would be able to talk to each other personally. However, now 
we got your much appreciated letter of the rust of September, wherein you encourage us 
to prepare for a suitable time and to observe Communion, which now also becomes a more 
important matter to me. 

But, since we do not feel heartily united in love, and this situation appears to become 
more critical, it is a question whether it would tend to a blessing for us. Although we 
agreed at the time; in the meantime, suspicion, mistrust and malice has developed, instead 
of us admonishing ourselves unto love and good works. This is always a sign that love has 
diminished, so that we have to ask with grief, "Where is the admonition in Christ? Where 
is the comfort of love? Where is the unity of the spirit? Where is hearty love and 
compassion?• 

I cannot do otherwise but to tell you my concern and the burden of my heart. It is the 
honest plea of my heart that you consider this in love. If you have now come to a different 
conviction than what I understood of you when I was there, I beg for patience and that you 
do not take offence if I mention Holdeman's name here. This name is maybe a stumbling 
block to some, but I cannot do otherwise. 

I know very well that we cannot build on any man's opinion. But when the apostle 
says that no one calls Jesus accursed if he speaks through the Spirit, I cannot quite set him 
aside, because the more I prove myself and the Word of God, the more I notice that he 
has more of a right standard or rule of conduct than we have, and that he talks through 
the Spirit of God. I have felt restless in my mind for a long time already, when I consider 
my own condition and that of the Gemeinde, how that love does not bind us and hold us 
together any more, and that more and more it proves itself, that we need the passionate 
love that covers a multitude of sins. 

Therefore, it becomes our highest obligation for those of us to whom has been 
intrusted the care of the congregation to work towards this end, to restore this love 
amongst us. Without such a love our work is in vain. We have to begin where we can 
obtain this love. John says, "God is Love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, 
and God in him.• I John 4:16. From this we can conclude, whoever does not love, is not 
born of God. Yes, this tells us plainly that the love of God cannot be in a fleshly or 
worldly minded heart, in the heart that has not acknowledged its corruption, one that has 
not experienced a true change of heart and become a new creature in Christ. So we can 
see that as much as we are deficient in love, we are also lacking in a new birth. 

It is said that the natural man cannot understand the things of God, for it is not in 
his natural understanding. Since love is also a godly thing that only comes through or with 
the new birth and spiritual insight, only those can possess the same that have become new 
creatures in Christ through a change of heart and a new birth. The question may then 
arise, whether or not I believe that we are all still not born again. This question I will leave 
for every individual to answer for themselves. 
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But I believe that a lack of a burning love is not only evident in a few, but in many; 
and in how many, is only known to God? Of these many I cannot exclude myself, nor do 
I want to. Therefore, it is evident that if I want to work with success and strength towards 
a change of heart, I must first be truly inspired thereto myself. "The husbandman that 
laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits" 2 Timothy 2:6, I do not find this within 
myself in my self examination. 

Although I have often strongly felt His calling in my heart, I have never fully felt 
strengthened by the love of God, that I eagerly fulfilled my service out of a heartfelt love, 
but rather out of duty, which the Lord is not pleased with. I have also many times decided 
to surrender myself wholly unto the Lord, especially so, when I have already faced death 
before me twice, when my conscience could not provide any testimony to God, but rather 
felt punished. In my anguish, I called for mercy and promised to wholly surrender to Him 
and His honour all the rest of my days. But I was always lacking in strength since I did not 
want to submit to the innermost depths. 

This burden in my heart became always heavier, but the Lord has carried me until this 
day in His forbearance and patience. Nonetheless I progressed no further in this so that 
I have prayed to the Lord for a broken and truly contrite heart, to humble me and grant 
that the old sinful element might disappear, and that a new spiritual life would take place. 
Yes, that He would bring about a change in my heart. I can also perceive that if the new 
birth and faith which is encompassed by the following of Christ Jesus, does not inspire one 
thereto, it is of no benefit For nothing will stand before Christ Jesus, neither circumcision 
nor uncircumcision, only a new creature. 

Accordingly I believe that the Lord has shown us a way through J. Holdeman, wherein 
all weary and burdened souls can be helped, that they can enter the sheepfold through the 
right door, Jesus Christ. That they can go in and out and can find good and fresh pasture. 
A door where all that want to enter in must stoop low, for it is very low and narrow, as 
one poet says, "A soul that wants to enjoy the Saviour's side, must press onward to the 
peace of its soul; And if we want to spread our wings to'ard heaven, we must follow the 
narrow and despised way.• 

Even if some consider this as foolishness and that there is a hidden secret along the 
way, I feel all the more drawn to place my greatest concern upon the miracle that only 
Christ's death has accomplished for me, and which has finished the work for me on the 
cross. For this is the only way that we may enter into His Glory with Him. May God grant 
this to all, out of His grace! Amen. 

Now finally I have another plea, after you have read this, to tell me your feelings 
about this letter, for I feel very weak and stand in danger like a ship on the wild sea, driven 
by storm and tossed to and fro, without a rudder, always near unto sinking. Yet together 
with David I want to keep my eyes on the hills from whence my help cometh. Out of 
necessity I have written this to you as briefly as possible for I do not know what is best. I 
do not want to stand still too long, nor run too fast. Therefore I have written briefly, but 
in love. Should it have been written too soon, or at the wrong time, please forgive me out 
of love. I believe you will be able to perceive my meaning herefrom and that you will be 
able to help me with your convictions after consideration of the same. 

Your weak and unworthy, but united in love, brother. "Johan Enns". 
P.S. A hearty greeting to you and yours, also to all the brothers and sisters. If you feel 

so moved you can give them this letter to read. Whoever feels prompted by love to write 
to me need not omit to do so. I would appreciate it very much, for I love you all dearly. 
Remember me in your prayers. 
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CIIAPI'ER SIX 

AELTESTER ABRAHAM L.FRIESEN (1831-1917) 
Abraham L.Frlesen (1831-1917) was the Aeltester of the Heubodner Kleine Gemeinde 

which settled in Jansen, Nebraska, in 1874. The teaching,<! of Johan Holdeman gained only 
few adherents here due, at least partially, to the fact that this group had already 
experienced a separation in 1878 when 39 baptized believers joined Isaac Peters of 
Henderson, Nebraska. Abraham L. Friesen, like Peter P.Toews (1841-1922), was well 
grounded in the writing,<! and teaching,<! of the faith and later both of them actively pursued 
a ministry of writing and publishing. 

At the time of the 1882 division both Abraham L.Frlesen (1831-1917) and his uncle 
Peter W.Frlesen (1815-1892) wrote numerous letters of counsel to their brethren in 
Manitoba. "Peter W.Friesen and Abraham M.Friesen Document Collection•, Courtesy 
Dr John Schmidt, Mennonite Library and Archives, Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas, 
1979. The following epistle is representative of this correspondence. 

Epistle to the Gemeinde in Manitoba. 
"Fairbmy (now Jansen), Jefferson County, Neb. 

On January 10, 1882. 
"Beloved Friend, Peter Toews, 

Firstly I wish you and everyone there, as a friendly greeting the abundant grace and 
oompassion of our great and loving God, who doe., not wish that anyone should perish in 
these last days. 

I have received your writing of November 25th of last year. After lengthy study and 
the proving of its spirit as prescribed by 1 John 4:1, and in accordance with my limited 
talents and understanding, I have come to a conclusion regarding the same and will share 
the following with you. As you had already anticipated it would not be enlightening for me, 
etc., as the general intent of your so-called speech is to prove that our Gemeinde, since the 
very day of its separation and founding, had set upon an incorrect course and that they, the 
Aeltesten, had only brought about an incomplete Reformation. 

Neither did our founding Aeltesam, namely, K.Relmer and A.Friesen, as long as they 
dwelt in their mortal bodies, ever hold the view that they were perfect and had already 
arrived. Oh, no. Rather, they strove to pursue unto truth, aided by the counsel of the 
apostles, after they themselves had first been seil.ed by Christ. Philippians 3. Together with 
the apostle Peter, from time to time they had to bow in obedience and expose their backs, 
of which he writes during the time of his ministry. 

The first Aeltesten of our Gemeinde had cause to express themselves likewise, as all 
the saints in times past have done also. In simplicity of mind we hold that a true heartfelt 
remorse and repentance is a presentable reformation upon which we are promised 
salvation, and which is the foundation of every conversion. 

But they did not repeat the outwardly symbols thereof, such as baptism, which seems 
to be the meaning of your reference to a deficient conversion. For the Spirit did not move 
them in that direction, and we cannot find anything in Menno's writing or in the history 
of the martyrs that they rebaptized others, or taught such a rebaptism, other than to non 
believers who had been baptized under a heretical faith. Nor have we ever been persuaded 
that the Gemeinde from which we separated held to heretical teachings, rather they simply 
did not practice their beliefs. We also perceive the weakness of all the saints as well as that 
of our first Aeltesten. Therefore the Spirit moved them rather to a baptism of tears. 

Their striving and pursuit was as is stated by Menno, Dutch translation page 298, 
namely, "That they would be ronformed unto the death of Christ, that they might turn 
away from their death in sin and arise once more in order to seize the perfect being which 
is in Christ alone. Not that they had already acquired the same or that they were perfect, 
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in no wise, rather they pressed towards the mark together with Paul that they might obtain 
unto the same, for the reason that they had been seized of Christ. Philippians 3:12." Thus 
far from Menno. This, in our weakness, we are obliged to practice in our daily lives, in so 
far as God in His grace gives us strength. 

Beloved friend, do we not have to acknowledge without the slightest hesitation, that 
we are living in the last days of the world and that the second coming of Christ is very 
nigh? Therefore we should also accept what our Saviour has once prophesied in that 
regard, when his disciples asked him about the signs of His reappearing and the end times. 
For Jesus answered and said, "Take heed that no one shall lead you astray, for many will 
come in my name and say, I am he, the time is at hand, come and follow me." Matthew 24. 

And further He says, • And some shall say unto you, behold here is Christ or there, but 
the same ye shall not believe, for there shall arise deceivers and false prophets, who will 
preform many signs and great miracles and who shall lead you astray unto apostasy, even 
where possible, the very elect. Behold I have told you before," etc. Luke 21:8. And the 
apostle says, "This also shall ye know that in the last days perilous times shall come, for 
there shall be men who think highly of themselves.• (King James, "Lovers of their own 
selves"), 2 Timothy 3:1, and other Scriptures more. 

These and other similar traits are the fundamentals and characteristics of the false 
spirits, leading astray, which will rise up in the last days and become manifest through the 
servants thereof. Wherefore John also says, "Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out unto the world.• 
I John 4:1. 

Beloved friend, let us then initiate an impartial examination, in light of this prophesy, 
in order that our souls would not be deceived. Which is more comparable to the false and 
prophesied evil, the Spirit which was beloved by our first Aeltesten, or the spirit at hand 
which presents the aforementioned in an untruthful manner, and where the one seeks to 
exalt itself up one against the other as is clearly the case today? The one says they are 
truth, and the other, that they are truth. Or behold, here is the Spirit of Christ, or there 
it is. May we reflect as follows regarding these spirits. 

First, concerning the spirit of the church of Johan Herr: He saw the decline of the old 
M. Church and believed in his time, about 1812, to be the only one left in whom the Spirit 
remained. He was called, with the help of God, as he wrote in his booklet to again rebuild 
that which had fallen. He wrote that they were all living in decay and practising spiritual 
adultery with each other. Therefore, he had to practice avoidance against them. Then, if 
I am not mistaken, he refused to recognize the baptism of the church at that time. He, 
together with his followers, began by baptizing each other. Outside of their baptism they 
do not recognize any other, even up to this day, and they consider themselves to be the 
only church of God, etc. 

Secondly, concerning the spirit of the Gemeinde of Joh. Holdeman, who came from 
the same church which Johan Herr denounced in 1812 as a confused Babel. This one 
believed that he could provide unequivocal evidence that the Spirit of God was present in 
the old Gemeinde until he abandoned them in approximately 1868 when he established a 
new Gemeinde through a direct call from God. He recognized his baptism which he 
received in the old Gemeinde as valid and as occurring through the Holy Spirit. Yet, the 
baptism of those who were baptized by the same Aeltester after he left, he did not consider 
to be valid, because he claimed that the Holy Spirit left the Gemeinde with him and is 
presently residing on him. He related this to me personally. 

He did not recognize anyone who was not able to trace his lineage from the past to 
the present through churches (Gemeinden) like the Waldenses. I have not yet heard if he 
has found any church he recognized as belonging to this lineage in spite of his effort to 
find such, not even the Herren Gemeinde, who, like his church, were called into being by 
dreams and visions. These two churches, both of which claim to have Christ's spirit, are 
now battling hard against each other to the extent that they do not recognize the other as 
belonging to the Church of God. They both rebaptize each other's members who come 
over to their church and lift themselves higher than the other. 
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Thirdly, the spirit of Wiebe's church is here. He believes and maintains, without any 
basis, that baptism by immersion is the only correct baptism that is pleasing to the Lord. 
And it, the Spirit, is of such high origin that he has taken it upon himself to immerse all 
those who have been baptized by pouring. Alas, what great pride! Where does he remain 
with his exclusive baptism, when thousands of martyrs were bapti7.ed by pouring in houses 
and other places. 

They declared to their persecutors that their received baptism was an unchangeable 
holy ordinance based on the regulations of the Holy Scriptures, and they showed such joy 
in God that they gave their property, blood and lives; for God was with them. These are 
now resting under the altar after they had been found worthy because of the Word of God 
and because of the witness that they bore, Revelations 6,9, and are now awaiting the crown 
of righteousness that the righteous Judge will give on that day to all that love his 
appearing. 

These three spirits go out to gather others unto themselves, yet act harshly against 
each other. Even though there are many others of the same kind, these three are 
mentioned especially because they are encamped against us, and are :realous to cause our 
brethren to fall away, so that they shall run after them. Galatians 4:17-18, and they lift 
themselves up above everything else that is called God or the divine service, as is stated 
in Thessalonians, 2:4. And in verse 5 the apostle says, "Remember ye not, when I was yet 
with you, I told you these things?" 

Do take note beloved friend, how this Scripture is being fulfilled through you, and 
further that there will be people in the last days who are lovers of their own selves. 2 
Timothy 3:1-2. Surely this might serve us as a warning in order that we would not emulate 
those who appear to hold themselves so highly. 

Further we confess with Menno and Dirk Philips what God requires of his bride, or 
Church, but only in great weakness, exactly as Jakob D.Rohr and Menno Simons write. As 
we read also of the Gemeinden in Asia, who for the greatest part already lay desolate and 
yet none of these had yet been cast away by God, rather they were directed towards 
repentance. 

Whether they will have partaken of each other by the breaking of bread or through 
hearing the preaching of the Word, is a question which will remain unanswered, since this 
has not been revealed to us. But the Spirit made a differentiation among them. First, the 
Gemeinde at Ephesius had lost it's first love. Second the Gemeinde at Symrna regarded 
itself as spiritually poor but the Spirit said that they were rich. Third, the Gemeinde at 
Pergamos held itself to the doctrine of Balaam and the teachings of the Nicolaiatians which 
were hated by the Spirit Four, the Gemeinde at Thyatira allowed the woman Jezebel, who 
proclaimed herself a great prophetess, to teach and to seduce the Church of God, to 
commit fornication and to eat things sacrificed to idols. Five, the Gemeinde at Sardis had 
a name that it lived and yet it was dead, for its works were not found perfect before God. 
Six, the Gemeinde at Philidelphia had only little strength and yet kept His Word, and did 
not deny Him, and because they had kept the Word of His patience, God also kept them 
from the hour of tribulation which shall come. Seven, the Oemeinde at Laodicea was 
neither hot nor cold, wherefore it said I am rich and in need of nothing, and did not know 
that it was wretched and miserable, blind and naked. These various Gemeinden were not 
discarded by the Spirit of God in spite of their differences, and rather were shown the way 
of repentance. Alas, what lighthearted judgements in comparison are then being 
pronounced in this day and age! 

Now, I must go back a ways, in fact, to your declaration regarding the book by 
Ganglofs. You mention that it would be more prudent not to prove Ganglofs against my 
grandfather (Abraham Friesen (1782-1849), rather to judge Ganglofs against his 
contemporaries and colleagues in the faith, such as Menno, Philips, G.Hansen and the 
martyr brethren. I should explain that my imprudence has its roots herein, that I am quite 
familiar with the life, faith and walk, of my grandfather; and not that alone, for he also had 
a persuasion. The Holy Scripture together with Menno, Philips, G.Hansen and the writings 
of the martyrs were his doctrinal books, through which be came to his convictions, as can 
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be seen from his own writings. He also left a good testimony. By comparison the book by 
Ganglofs is entirely unfamiliar to me with the exception that G. Hansen counted the 
booklet among the polemical tracts and declared the teachings of Menno and Philips as 
correct. 

Now my beloved friend, I have been lead by the Spirit to express this insignificance 
in response to your writing. I have not felt the necessity of replying to it word for word and 
letter by letter, partially because of my limited abilities, and partially also because Scripture 
teaches us to put greater emphasis on the effects or fruits, than on the tree itself. In other 
words, we should look more at the works than at the people, no matter how talented or 
articulate they might be. 

The Lord looks first and foremost at the heart, whether the person is humble and true 
in his calling. He who lifts himself up and denigrates his neighbour shall himself be cast 
down. We ourselves perceive this in the parable by Jesus regarding the prayers of the tax 
collector and the pharisee. Indeed Paul says, "But in lowliness of mind Jet each esteem the 
other better than themselves.• Philippians 2,3. 

Since a leading astray in the form in which it has been prophesied for us is now 
becoming manifest in great strength, we must above all things prove the spirits for the fruit 
that they bear, whether they have the characteristics of Christ about them, including a 
heartfelt humility, and whether they regard each other higher than themselves. For the 
apostle states that the spirits which will lead astray will be lovers of their own selves. In 
part these matters, which we see before our very own eyes, may also be measured by the 
aforementioned teachings, largely for which reason I have prepared this lowly and 
insignificant answer in accordance with the proving of the spirit, as we are admonished so 
to do by John. 

Now I will close for this time and bid you to receive and accept the same in love for 
the best from me, the unworthy one. It is done out of love, unto the best for you and us. 
I would certainly have preferred to remain silent because of my great imperfection, but for 
the will of Zion and for the sake of Jerusalem, I cannot withhold myself. So I have tried 
to make use of the talent which the Lord has entrusted unto me in order that I might win 
a gain for the Lord. 

Nevertheless, I must openly confess that the matters which I have written require 
much wisdom, knowledge, articulation and reason, in comparison to which I, poor 
unfortunate one, experience heartfelt shame, together with Menno, that it was necessary 
for me to articulate my common being and tarnished testimony. Menno says in this regard, 
"We know full well that a high self-view is equally inoperative with and before God." 

Highly esteemed men wish to lead away and convert their own fellow believers, from 
the simple teachings which have once been received according to the Gospel, with their 
preconceived sophistications and masterful philosophies, which are but superficial. The 
same is not evidence thereof, and the description of the Gemeinde of God with the angels 
in heaven and thereafter with Adam and Eve in Paradise, the way D. Philips also writes 
about it, first of all, is no proving of the faith and consequently does not establish that they 
are fellow believers with Menno and Philips. 

For how better can the evil spirit lead innocent hearts astray than by utilizing the 
preserved writings of the holy forefathers, as Jong as they do not hinder their purpose. How 
shall such an otherwise false writing acquire a good appearance if it does not contain some 
good. One need only place a small portion of poison into a draught of good wine in order 
to kill someone. In like manner I regard the writings which have a fine appearance, among 
which Hansen includes, those of Ganglofs. 

I have made use of the word polemical writings in my earlier reference to Ganglofs. 
However, you write that you do not understand it in this way. Nonetheless, Hansen has 
designated the writings of Ganglofs which were contrary, namely, to those writings noted 
earlier such as Menno, Philips and others of the like, which were similar. Note he said 
which were similar, but which in their essence are pharisaical, polemical writings which 
everyone can recognize as such. 

Further, I have not yet found the slightest indication that G.Hansen is to have 
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rebaptized those who at the time had already been baptized by the Mennonites. You write 
that this can be so understood in HIIDSells book, page 104, which however, we cannot 
interpret in that way. He is talking there about those who have been baptized by a foreign 
confession, which is exactly what we confess also. 

It would come as a great surprise to me if such thin~ would have occurred during the 
times of Menno, Philips and Hansen, without their not making any mention thereof. Since 
they write so much about the rebaptism of those who were baptized as children by alien 
confessions, how much more reason would they not have had, to write about the rebaptism 
of those who had been baptized under an evangelical teaching? In fact, I must say that it 
would have been impossible for them to remain silent in that regard, since they always gave 
a detailed response to all other matters which impacted on them. 

We, as well as yourselves, declare, that the act of baptism is nothing in and of itself, 
other than a sign of obedience, and that there is no intrinsic power of eternal life to be 
found in the outwardly ceremonies, nor should any be sought therein. Since baptism is 
merely a sign of obedience then surely someone, like Simon the sorcerer and others more 
like him, who have hypocritically received baptism upon an evangelical teaching. may renew 
this discipleship with the baptism of tears. Just as Peter directed the sorcerer and Anbenus 
(?) those who had received baptism and thereafter had once again fallen into sin. Acts 13. 
Martyn Mirror, Pan One, page 181. 

Yes, beloved friend Toews. When I read your letter again and over again, I cannot 
argue against the fall of the Oemeinde from which our Fore-Aeltesten separated. In my 
weakness I have considered both sides of the question, endeavouring to falter neither to 
the right nor to the left, and not to err in terms of how far we must separate from them 
according to Scripture, and panicularly taking into account the fallen Gemeinden in Asia 
as John has written through the leading of the Holy SpiriL 

I keep reverting to the view that, in so far as is possible, we must commit this 
Oemeinde unto the Lord and direct them unto repentance, and not to perceive the same 
as completely fallen until they have departed from the evangelical teaching and adopted 
another. This may also come into question at the present time among those who have 
remained in Russia, for I am afraid that they are always yielding more and more, and 
entering further into the service of the temporal world, even though they have to amend 
their teachings to do so. 

Indeed, here we have an unequivocal Scripture and need not belabour our conscience. 
You write in your letter that you are obligated to question whether our forbearers had 
achieved or failed to obtain that which was righL If I look back into history, as you have 
done, and when I meditate thereon, I find and feel within myself that, excepting for human 
weaknesses, they will have obtained unto that which is true. 

Further, when I prayerfully examine my own self, and view myself through the mirror 
of the Word of God, I find nothing healthy there, rather I perceive only wounds, impurities 
and udder boils. In grace I must beseech the Lord daily, as my compassionate Samaritan; 
our Jesus, as the author and finisher of our faith, that He would redeem me from this 
present world of evil and deceiL Together with the godly Paul I must pray, "Oh, but who 
shall release me from this body of death.• 

When in my great weakness and imperfection I reflect back upon my forbearers, I see 
that they have earnestly and wholeheartedly endeavoured to conduct their entire life and 
daily walk in accordance with the Word of God, even though only in mortal frailty as they 
themselves confessed. Indeed, I see their exertion, concerns, sorrow and labour, their 
watching and praying, and the question wells up within me, "Who am I, but miserable dust 
and ashes, if I should want to lift myself up against those men?" Far more, I feel myself to 
be the least among them, and in meekness, to hold them higher then myself, according to 
the teaching of the apostle. 

Yes, beloved friend Toews, you mention that they did not attain unto that which was 
right, in that they recogni7.ed as valid the baptism from where they had separated. You 
proceed to list a row of unfruitful works of darkness of that Oemeinde. The same were also 
the cause for the separation of that time and whereupon they also directed them unto the 
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way of repentance as with the Gemeinden in Asia. 
In your writing you acknowledge that this was formerly also your belief, but that in 

acrordance with your presently enhanced understanding, the seven Gemeinden, even if 
somewhat fallen, altogether nonetheless constituted the body of Christ, and therefore are 
not truly comparable. I would hold your earlier presentation to be more correct than the 
present 

Picture before your own eyes, the fall of those seven Gemeinden and in comparison 
thereto the evangelical obligations the way you have done with the Oemeinde in Asia. I 
believe that you will be moved and that you will not find grounds to hold those as part of 
the body of Christ, and wholly to cast these away, which I perceive you base primarily on 
the issue of baptism. 

I believe also that these American Gemeinden, such as the Herren Gemeinde, 
Holdeman's Gemeinde, and others more, would come to a sudden halt if they would only 
compare their minute differences in respect of which they cast each other down, with the 
same Gemeinden, and then would wish to declare the seven Gemeinden as part of the body 
of Christ, and yet refuse to honour each other as a part of the body of Christ because of 
these minor differences. I have to say that a "real self love• is manifested here, which you 
say of us that we have the like reputation in your Gemeinde; I might add, with the 
difference that I believe we have ample justification therefore. In your writing you have 
endeavoured to demonstrate that the contemporary movement is not completely deceiving, 
and should not be regarded as such, without first giving the same an intense examination 
and proving it against the Word of God, whether it corresponds to the same or not. 

Nor do I wish to say that all movements will necessarily lead astray. But I do want to 
draw to your attention that we live in the times of which the Holy Scripture has warned, 
"to pay heed and to see to it that no one would lead us astray." In the same reference we 
are also given the characteristics by which we may recognize the false and deceiving spirits 
and the way in which they shall become manifest, which signs are mightily coming into 
fulfilment in and through these contemporary beliefs, as I have in part already declared in 
my previous writing. 

These signs, of which we were foretold by Christ and the apostles, are powerfully and 
repeatedly coming into being through the contemporary beliefs and persuasions, so that 
my admonition and plea goeth forth unto you, to take heed and to be watchful of such 
spirits. The same would apply unto those who wish to cast away all the true and upright 
divine service of our beloved forbearers, according to 2 Thessalonians 2:4, and to uplift 
themselves one against the other. 

You maintain a position in your writing that our Fore-Aeltesten contradicted 
themselves in their dealings and beliefs; namely, that they separated from that Gemeinde 
as worldly, and at the same time allowed the baptism to stand as valid. I wish to express 
my limited comprehension in this regard as follows: That the expressions which they made 
of other Gemeinden, wherefrom they had separated, were not to be understood any 
differently nor given any wider meaning than the punishment of a harsh judgement which 
the Spirit applied against the Gemeinden in Asia and yet did not cast them away, rather 
directed them unto the way of repentance. 

Likewise, I do not want to be understood in any way different when I express myself 
regarding those who are encamped against us. I wish to commit them unto God, if they 
conduct themselves peacefully. But if they stalk before us like the giant Goliath, then in 
the name of God, I must testify against them in as much as is within me, even though in 
great weakness and imperfection. 

I continue to feel myself fulfilled and empowered through the Word of God, in the 
faith that we have once received; and as our fathers in their weakness, have imparted the 
same unto us. We confess that we do not practice the same fully enough in our daily 
struggle and striving, which frequently also causes me great anxiety and sorrow. With the 
exception of our frailty we feel ourselves to be under the blessing of the Spirit, as it is 
written, "Behold I shall come quickly, hold fast that which thou hast, that no one might 
take your Crown. 
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Regarding what you have expressed and pointed out to me in Menno's "Reply to 
G.Faber" as to the charging of interest. I have reread the same and must confess that I can 
not find anything therein which is contrary to my understanding regarding the charging of 
interest. One can readily imagine or differentiate situations that fall within the shameful 
conduct of which Menno writes to avoid, according to Exodus 22:25, and Leviticus 25:36-
37. 

I cannot repon anything definite with respect to what you mention in closing 
regarding the alterations of the writing of K. Reimer since I presently do not know where 
the original handwritten manuscript is located. As I was told by K. Reimer (the son), 
Tiege, he evidently left two writings containing the same content, with the exception that 
one was somewhat more detailed than the other. Some parts have been deleted in both. 
In my journal copy, which I personally transcnoed from Reimer's handwritten manuscript, 
it is not completely clear how the matter stands. The part which was struck out was 
somewhat more than a page and so I cut out one page and deleted the portions prior and 
immediately subsequent thereto. The reference to the making of the new wagon was 
included in the part that was struck out. I do not really find it necessary to express myself 
further herein. I was still young at the time when it was done and cannot really say too 
much with any certainty. Nor would I say that a mistake was not made in what was done. 

I want to close my humble and imperfect writing with the plea that you receive it from 
me in love. I commit you unto the words of His grace, Who is mighty and compassionate, 
and able to grant us the inheritance among all those who will be glorified. 

Together with a heartfelt greeting unto you and all of yours. From your weak and 
insignificant servant of the Gospel "Abraham L. Friesen". 

Copying finished by Abraham M.Friesen, Steinbach, Manitoba, May I, 1903. Translated 
by D.Plett, 1989. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

AELTESTER JAKOB M. KROEKER (1836-1913) 
life's story of the deceased beloved Jakob M. Kroeker, (1836-1913), Morris, Manitoba, 

Rosenhof, who was elected as Aeltester of the Manitoba Kleine Gemeinde on January 21, 
1883, and who died on June 22, 1913. During which time he encountered severe trials, of 
be which be wrote the following to bis children: 

My beloved children: I have often been inspired in my soul that I should write 
something of my life's experiences as your remembrance of your father. I have felt myself 
too lowly and unfit for this task, yes, too poor in the spirit and consequently it has 
remained undone over the years. 

I now want to direct my thoughts in this way, for I believe that I shall soon have to 
put aside my earthly dwelling, my mortal abode, and also have an earnest desire that upon 
my departure I would inherit the eternal life. Nevertheless, I will submit myself to the Lord 
and the will of the Saviour, for it is my prayer that He would be gracious unto me, a 
miserable sinner until the end of my days, that I may persevere earnestly in the battle, and 
that I might depart from here with this abundant hope. 

My pilgrimage in this vale of sorrow has already continued for some years, and I have 
encountered many things. I was baptized in 1856 in the Kleine Gemeinde by the Aeltester 
Johan Friesen. When I reflect back to that time I had only a limited comprehension, but 
a good intention, for I dearly wanted to walk the narrow way which leadeth unto salvation. 
When difficult matters bad to be dealt with at the brotherhood meetings, I always 
endeavoured to conduct myself in such a way that I would never have to be spoken about 
at such an assembly, and which never did occur. 

My life's conduct was quite satisfactory in the eyes of man, but I was still so deficient 
when the dear heavenly Father wanted to draw me nearer to Him. On such occasions it 
seemed, "Verily, verily, you have not been born anew" which one naturally cannot do of 
oneself. For the beloved Saviour says, "No man can come unto me except the Father who 
has sent me, draw him.• 

I have sometimes felt that it should also have been a requirement at the time that 
before baptism the youth had to account to the ministerial, who should earnestly show 
them the way of grace and the forgiveness of sins, for the new birth shall occur before 
baptism. Nor do I want to cast blame as the Word of God was taught very clearly. Even 
though the youth are presently admonished in this way, I still feel, that at the time they 
came to baptism with a greater simplicity and commitment then at present. 

Now I must refer back again to the time that the dear heavenly Father so earnestly 
awakened me, whereupon I searched diligently in the Holy Scriptures and read much in the 
Martyrs Mirror and always found comfort. My continual entreaties and supplications were 
that the Lord might grant me strength to persevere, that I would be enabled to be His 
child and heir, whereupon I also received hope that if I would continue the battle until the 
end I would be saved. 

There had been a number of divisions in the Gemeinde, so that at the time, we were 
with Aeltester Abraham L Friesen. It occurred in 1872 that a deacon election was held, 
which fell upon me, unworthy, through a majority of votes. I was not able to come to an 
immediate acceptance thereof, as I did not feel myself to be in full agreement, of which I 
will not mention anything further. Through many presentations made by the Aeltester, I 
finally achieved a decision and was ordained as a deacon. 

When the matter of emigration to America started, my father-in-law David Klassen 
was elected as a delegate in order to investigate where it would be the most beneficial for 
us, particularly to determine where we would have the greatc.'!t freedom. When he returned, 
he believed Canada was the best and also brought us a written document which completely 
released us from military service in accordance with the Law, which was promised to 
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everyone who was a member of a Christian Gemeinde. 
At the same time an agent from America came and greatly praised the United States 

and made many representations, that they had the same freedom there. Consequently 
Aeltester Abraham L. Friesen and his Gemeinde made a decision and went to Nebraska, 
U.S.A, but Aeltester Peter Toews remained steadfast and went to Canada; and we left 
Friesen and many families went over to Toews. 

Things were very difficult for us at the time, two of our children died just before 
Christmas, and the dear mother was sick the entire winter so that I was nursing the sick 
throughout the winter, which was very difficult according to the flesh, but a very blessed 
time according to the spirit. My experience was as is stated by the apostle, according to the 
flesh a chastisement is not a joy for us, but it does inspire the soul with the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness, for all things work together for good to them that love God. 

Since she became somewhat better at the time, we drove to the Molotschna to the 
Doctor Mrs. Bergen since we wanted to prepare ourselves for the journey to America. 
Unfortunately she was unable to accept us, for the time was too short, and so we had to 
return home without help, which was rather difficult for us at the time. 

We did not want to remain behind and had a difficult journey before us, which we 
knew, for as we came over the ocean my wife always had to be carried and was very ill for 
two weeks, so that she could only sleep very little. But I count it as a great blessing what 
our beloved God allowed us to experience, and that He has granted us this grace until our 
elderly years. We have already been allowed to live in matrimony for 55 years, which many 
do not experience. Therefore, I cannot think otherwise but that the beloved heavenly 
Father hath always loved us and was not able to draw us nearer to Him, otherwise, than 
by the way of the cross. 

It occurred that a ministerial election was held in 1878, whereby it fell upon me, lowly 
one, for which I also regarded myself as unfit, and I had to say together with Moses, "Oh 
my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretobefore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy 
servant ... send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send." But what did Moses 
gain thereby? 

Nor was I able to evade the call, and have also placed my firm faith in God that He 
can be mighty in the weak, for he who can in full confidence trust God in all matters, will 
never be disappointed, God will receive His own unto Himself. In this confidence I 
commenced my service in this important office with great concern and anxiety. 

The peace in the Gemeinde did not continue for long. In 1881 Aeltester Holdeman 
came to visit us. At first it appeared as if he wanted to unite with us, but after he had 
carefully investigated and proven us, he found that we were too light and our baptism was 
not valid because he did not consider it evangelical. 

At that time I had a dream. I dreamed that Peter Toews and I journeyed on a great 
water. After we had sailed for a distance, a raging storm arose so that I thought our boat 
would sink, and we must perish. Whereupon I came into a fright so that I worked with fear 
and trembling, and finally after much work, we reached shore where tall trees stood with 
many branches. I grabbed for one to save myself but it broke off. As a last resort I 
managed to grab a stronger one so I could save myself. Where Aeltester Toews had stayed 
I did not know. 

When I awoke I was overjoyed that it was only a dream. Nevertheless, I was afraid and 
anxious because it was frightfully real. Even though I usually do not consider dreams 
important, this was very serious and important to me. The branch broke off so I could not 
save myself thereby. Maybe, I had put my confidence too much in people in this sorrowful 
and difficult time. I had to cast around for one much stronger, namely God, on whom we 
must firmly ground our sure. confidence, for He will save us in all extremity and danger. 

I also experienced this later when Aeltester Toews came with Holdeman and Seiler to 
have a brotherhood meeting. That was a serious assembly. The majority could not be 
swayed from their beliefs and finally Toews gave Holdeman his Gemeinde. Then our faith 
was sorely tested whether it really was truly grounded and would stand before God. For 
when an Aeltester and leader forsakes his Gemeinde it seems that the sheep must stray. 
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Al that time I had been in the ministry for only 3 years. So this really hun me and 
struck my heart, for we loved all the brothers and sisters dearly. They were very precious 
to me, and suddenly, we were called upon to separate if we could not accept their faith and 
be baptized again. Therefore, as has been said, we were as sheep without a shepherd. At 
times the Lord leads in mysterious ways but He does not forsake Hls own. No, in times of 
danger He allows the help of the Spirit to appear for those who put their trust in Him. He 
will not and does not allow them to perish, which was also my sure belief. 

We were 3 teachers (ministers): Peter Baerg, my brother Peter M. Kroeker, myself, 
and 2 deacons: Johan Loewen and Peter Wiebe. We continued with the remainder of the 
brothers and sisters or with the members left in the Gemeinde and held firm to the 
Confession of Faith which we had accepted in times past. We would not accept their 
doctrinal teachings, and yet felt ourselves much too weak and unworthy to establish and 
build a Oemeinde, for that is a very serious matter. 

But what then? So we agreed and wanted to invite Aeltester Abraham L. Friesen from 
Nebraska, who was very sympathetic in this regard, since we shared a common faith. First 
we had to see if the brethren who held with us agreed, so brother Peter Kroeker and 
myself went to the East Reserve in order to seek counsel with the minister Peter Baerg, 
that he should accept the responsibility for this sorrowful situation. Unfortunately he was 
ill when we arrived, so we had to make the presentation to the brotherhood. A good 
number were completely against this and said that we could help ourselves. 

How would this all work out at the end? I was very afflicted and could not sleep at 
night, for it is very critical to build and nurture the Church. I earnestly called on God, 
whether He would not want to receive His forsaken sheep unto Himself. For indeed He 
has promised His own and says, "Lo I am with you every day even unto the end of the 
world.• Matthew 28:20. That was my present cotnfort and firm confidence to God that in 
our need and danger He would help and support us. 

The next day we drove to Rosenfeld and held a brotherhood meeting. By now a great 
change had occurred, for the brethren who expressed thetnselves all agreed and those 
against were able to submit to the same. I had already written something to Aeltester 
Friesen which I read to the brethren which they also endorsed and I mailed it immediately. 
Whereupon he visited us in January of 1882 and brought us a great help in our sorrowful 
circumstances. 

Frrstly we worked together for unity and then we commemorated the Lord's Supper 
in order that we could have a ministerial election on March 4. It fell upon brother Peter 
R. Reimer and brother Jakob L.Dueck as ministers through a majority of votes and 
Abraham Komelsen as deacon. A ministerial election was a held in Rosenhof on March 
22, where Johan K Friesen was elected as minister and brother Abraham Eidse as deacon, 
by a majority of votes. Aeltester election was postponed until 1883. 

Aeltester Friesen came again and first conducted holy Communion and then another 
ministerial election, where it fell upon Abraham Komelsen as minister, and Abraham 
R.Reimer as deacon. An Aeltester election was also held the same day where it fell upon 
me, unworthy one, to hold this office of critical importance, on the eve of the world when 
the true faith has so much vanished. I truly believe that almost everyone was motivated to 
earnestly examine their faith by this serious division, which was based so much on doctrine, 
whether it was valid and would stand before God. 

This was also my cotnfort that in my great anxiety and concern I committed myself 
unto the Lord, in the firm trust that our gracious Lord would stand by me in my weakness 
and grant me strength, in order that I might lead and guide the Gemeinde unto His honour 
and for all our salvation, and thus I have served this office in great weakness here in 
Rosenhof and on the East Reserve for 15 years with baptism and holy Communion. 

The task was becoming too difficult for me, and consequently Abram LDueck was 
elected as Aeltester over there (East Reserve). But he served this office for only three years 
and died, after which the Gemeinde there remained without an Aeltester for a number of 
years, during which I again performed this function. In the year 1901 another election was 
held where it fell on Peter R.Dueck. Accordingly, I have already served in this office for 
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29 years during which time many a cloud of sorrow has crossed my brow. One who only 
dearly wishes to lead and guide the Oemeinde in weakness and according to the will and 
commandments of the Lord, experiences that this work is not possible without much 
sorrow and anxiety. 

I have always felt myself to be very weak in the spirit to lead the Oemeinde in the 
narrow way during this troublesome time, for she has not remained as it was when the 
beginning was made. Rather, there has more and more been a turning away through the 
fleshly striving for wealth and manifold desire for all abundance. Pride has also risen in 
prominence. as it was also commanded unto Israel, "'lbat was the sin of your sister Sodom, 
the pride, all abundance and good joy, which your sister had, but the poor and needy they 
did not help.• Whereby the love of God and also brotherly love has more and more grown 
cold within us. When Paul strengthened the souls of the apostles and admonished them to 
remain in the faith, he said to them that they would have to experience much tribulation 
to enter the kingdom of God. 

How much more must I, poor sinner, be grieved when I consider the seriousness, 
which the office demands? A seIVaDt of God must gather with Christ that which was 
scattered, bind the wounds and heal the sick, which is and surely will always remain, a great 
and serious commission. 

I have already been sick for 18 months and have been unable to cany out this service. 
Nevertheless I have carried great concerns and worries regarding the Oemeinde, for I think 
that I shall soon have to lay aside this earthly abode, for which I am also yearning as I have 
already mentioned earlier. However, should it be the will of the Lord that I shall languish 
here longer in this vale of sorrow, it would be my prayer that the beloved Saviour would 
grant me strength so that for the remainder of my time here on earth, I could walk and 
deal with all affairs in such a way that when I am called upon to give an account for the 
flock which has been entrusted unto me, that together with the servant who was given two 
talents, I might hear the words, "Well done, my good and faithful seIVaDt, thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord." 

This is also my wish for my beloved children, and also for the Gemeinde which has 
been entrusted to me, that they would not neglect to continue in the fear of God and the 
promises to enter into the eternal and blessed rest and that none of them would remain 
behind. Herewith I will conclude this writing on the birthday of the 75th year of my life. 
Amen! "Jakob M. Kroeker" Rosenhof, Morris, Manitoba 

Published in the Cbrlstllchen Familienfruend February 1, 1963. Translated by D.Plett, 
1989. 

F.ditor's Comments. Jakob M.Kroeker (1836-1913) was the son of Franz Kroeker (1799-
1853) and Hedwig Martens (1798-1861). In his column "Allerhand in der Deutschen Ecke" 
in the Scratching River Post in 1986, Rev. Peter J.B.Reimer reports that "Franz Kroeker 
has two brothers, Jakob and Julius and three sisters. Their husbands were: Jakob 
Hildebrand, Jakob Harms and Jakob Enns." This information corresponds with the 
following listing in the immigration records from Prussia to Russia of 1803: "Family 185. 
Jakob Wiebe, Schoenenberg, Tailor, to Molotschna, married the widow Kroeker, nee 
Margaretha Kroeker, Schoenenberg, to Molotschna, children Peter. Step children Kroeker, 
Jakob, Julius and Franz. The family settled on Wirtschaft 13 in the village of Blumstein, 
Molotschna, where they are listed as follows in the 1808 Rmsions Llste: "Jakob Wiebe, 32, 
from Schoenenberg, Amt Tiegenhof, Tailor. Wife Margaretha 26. Children Jakob 16, Julius 
12, and Franz 10, Margaretha 4, Aganetha 2, Catarina 1. Property: 1 wagon, 1/2 plow, 1 
harrow, 5 horses, 16 cattle and 1 sheep. B.H.Unruh, 345 and 315. It is noteworthy that the 
Jakob Wiebe family settled in the village of Blumstein where over half of the 21 Vollwlrten 
in 1808 were associated with the Kleine Gemeinde. To date no information has come to 
light regarding any of the siblinp of Franz Kroeker (1799-1853). 

In the article above referred to, Rev. P .J.B.Reimer has mentioned that Hedwig Martens 
(1798-1861) "also had two brothers, called Peter and Jakob by name. She also had five sisters 
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whose husbands were called, Jakob Guewrend, Peter Kaethler, Abram Spenst, Heinrich 
Abrams and Peter Heidebrecht. All of these persons were born in Prussia. Then the 
Kroekers, and apparently also their siblings, emigrated to Russia.• In a letter of Dec.ember 
12, 1989, genealogist Margaret Kroeker, of Mennonite Genealogy Inc., Box 393, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, R2C 2H6, writes that they have only one Hedwig Kroeker listed in their records, 
namely; Hedwig Martens, the daughter of Jakob Martens, of Pieuendorf, West Prussia, 
who was baptised in the Orlofferfelde Gemeinde in 1815. Jakob Martens emigrated to 
Russia in 1819 and is listed as follows in the immigration records: "Jakob Martens, 
Pietzendorf, to Molotschna, married 1780 in Orlofferfelde to Helena Liedtke. Children 
Maria born 1786, Peter born 1787, Helene born 1789 and Jakob born 1791. Unruh, 368. 
Mrs. Margaret Kroeker has been able to provide ronsiderable detail regarding some of the 
siblings of Hedwig Martens (1798-1861). The foregoing provides additional information 
regarding the family background of Jakob M. Kroeker (1836-1913) which was not previously 
available. See Proffle, 16-17 and 37. 

Two letters by Aeltester Jakob M.Kroeker to Abraham I.Friesen, Jansen, Nebraska, 
dated 1895 and 1896 are rontained in the Bethel College, Kleine Gemeinde Document 
Collection. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

JOHAN B. TOEWS (1865-1967) 
For the 50th Anniversary Commemoration. 

A series of articles written by school teacher Johan B.Toews (1865-1967) and published 
in the Botschafter Der Wahrbeit, Volume 32, 1931, No.s 14, 15, 17, 19, 21-23, and Volume 
33, 1932, No.s 4 and 5. Courtesy of Victor Goossen, Rosenort, Manitoba. 1982. Translation 
by Otto Isaac, Fort Vermilion, Alberta, TOH lN0. February 22, 1989. 

"Jubilee events are held in honour of memorable events and occurrences for the 
happenings of the past have already become history. We shall endeavour to share the same 
with the younger generation who have not experienced these things with us, in a simple 
way according to the meaning of the Psalmist Asaph in Psalm 78, "I will open my mouth 
in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: Which we have heard and known and our 
fathers have told us." Please read on. 

The things we know, which we have heard from our fathers, relate well to what we 
ourselves have experienced with them. We want to recall some of what we have beard from 
them and experienced with them to our remembrance and should something else be proved 
from the memorandums left by the, to be mentioned, late minister and bishop, that this 
might be revealed. 

It is now exactly fifty years in May and June of this year (1931) when the then residing 
bishop (Aeltester) of the Kleine Gemeinde here in Manitoba made a trip to the State of 
Kansas on account of a certain reason. In these days this has frequently come to my 
remembrance, and we want to remind ourselves of that time and prove ourselves how we 
are standing now. 

Thus, the aforementioned Bishop Peter Toews, at that time resident in the village of 
Gruenfeld (now Kleefeld), made a trip to Kansas in order to prove and gather testimonies 
c,f the condition of the Gemeinde, which the well known bishop John Holdeman had 
gathered and organized at Lone Tree near Canton. During his search for counsel, insofar 
as it may be sought with man (see Saul and Cornelius), Bishop Toews bad already become 
acquainted with the before mentioned Bishop Holdeman through correspondence, as well 
as personally, and had gained confidence in him. 

As mentioned, brother Toews was the bishop and leader of the (Kleine) Gemeinde 
here in Manitoba, and had already filled this position in Russia. The Gemeinde there, in 
the last years before the emigration in 1874, was split into two or even three congregations. 
He also found many matters in the Gemeinde, which he seived, which increased his 
concerns and his search for light and liberty. John 8:32 and 36. 

According to his inner convictions he could not satisfy himself with the condition of 
the Gemeinde, including himself. Peter 2:9. He inquired, he searched, firstly in God's holy 
Word; then also in the letters of the martyrs and other teachers, like Menno Simons, D. 
Philips, Klaas Ganglofs, etc. He sought to compare such with the Word of God, and 
become increasingly more convinced, as before the living God, Whom he acknowledged as 
holy and righteous, not to continue to undertake the leadership of the group entrusted into 
his care. Then the texts come to my mind on which he already at that time based his 
sermons, such as Psalms 50:1-5 and 96:13. It is well to mention that a goodly part of his 
members fully shared his conviction and consequently his search for counsel, light and 
understanding, were increased. 

The verse in I Samuels 3:1 would indeed be applicable here, "And the word of the 
Lord was precious in those days; there was no open vision.■ We also want to mention 
several members, especially of some pious mothers who had experienced a conversion, a 
new birth; and others who had an inner conviction for this. I remember clearly how one 
young mother, who was sickly for several years, was impressed with a verse from the large 
hymn book (Gesangbuch) and felt herself so united with it: "Should our hean in the 
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Saviour already here rejoice, to have peace of soul must have been its choice." To openly 
confess such and similar convictions, or to teach towards this end, did not find approval 
with many; it was not understood. Rather a certain danger was suspected in it. 

We now want to mention some things which we have experienced and personally 
attended. Brother Toews upon his return from his trip to Kansas gave a report of his 
experiences at an open meeting regarding the condition of the Gemeinde he had visited. 
The writer of this was at that time quite young, consequently not yet a member of the 
church which Bishop Toews led. He related, how in a certain meeting, he heard 
explanations from members of their fellowship to some of his questions. They testified so 
freely and convincingly of their experiences of conversion, the new birth and the resulting 
life of faith; also the hope they had, • And be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you.• I Peter 3:15, and how they felt peace 
in their hearts. Job 34:29; Psalm 4:9; Isaiah 9:7 and 53:5; Luke 1:79; and John 14:27; etc. 

Among others, sisters also gave their testimonies. If perchance any of them might still 
be living? As a result of his search and investigation brother Toews was so far convinced 
that he believed that in the church which he had visited in Kansas he had found a home 
of the soul. Herewith the verse: 'Mid scenes of confusion and creature complaints, How 
sweet to my soul is communion with saints! To find at the banquet of mercy there's room, 
And feel in the presence of Jesus at home. Home! Home! sweet, sweet home; Prepare me, 
dear Saviour; for glory, my home!" 

Perhaps it would be worthwhile to mention here an example of where brother Toews 
gave different timely warnings and teachings. This occurred during a certain meeting, a 
funeral service, where several relatives were assembled. At that time such a service was not 
an open meeting, but only the neighbours and near relatives were invited. Neither was a 
discourse nor an admonition brought to the assembly, but only several songs were sung; 
yet here was an exception. Among others matters more, Toews made reference to the 
teaching that, "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain," etc. He pointed 
out that bad habitual expressions like: "My gee, Lord gee" meant the same as "My Jesus, 
Lord Jesus"; or "My Gomm" signified "My God"; and more of the like. He endeavoured to 
sow good seed when he had the opportunity. Such might at this time also be applicable. 

More and various events likewise come to remembrance which happened during that 
time, since brother Toews returned home from his journey, till in late autumn or early 
winter, the minister brethren Bishop John Holdeman and Mark Seller came to this area. 
This was as already mentioned, in the year 1881. The mentioned persons were known to all, 
and most of them are no more among the living. Therefore the matter shall, according to 
the best of my knowledge, be truthfully dealt with; so that the dear readers may see how 
the matter ripened up to a transformation, and the light, though only ditnly, began to shine 
in the darkness. "The people which sat in darkness saw a great light; and to them which 
sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.• Matthew 4:16. 

A young father, likewise, was not satisfied in his inner being, namely, there was a 
longing, a searching for something unknown; even though not in the measure in which 
Paul in such emphatic words introduced the unknown God to the Athenians; yet that, "they 
might feel after him and find him", was lacking. Acts 17:27." There was a hunger not for 
bread, and so also this young father looked for light and freedom. "If the Son shall make 
you free you shall be free indeed.• In this I am not quite sure; either during a severe illness 
or through an accident when he almost bled to death, he became so depressed and in the 
face of possibly near death he suffered severe soul anguish. 

I remember so clearly how he sat on his bed of pain and lamented, "In this wilderness. 
In this wilderness•. His soul condition in such uncertainty was to him as being in a 
wilderness. He longed for comfort, for a transformation of this desolation, according to 
Isaiah 35: "The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for thern .... Strengthen ye the 
weak hands .... Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong ... .for in the wilderness shall 
waters break forth and streams in the desert," etc. We are not-able to state here when the 
above mentioned one broke through to the assurance of the new birth and of being a child 
of God, but it must have happened soon, for he and his wife were among the first ones to 
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be baptized the next winter. 
Just as we all are mortal by nature, so he likewise was not an angel. Obstacles were 

numerous, and overcoming power was not always present, resulting in much grief. May the 
gracious Father in heaven not bold some of the members accountable for the unjust 
demands they made. Llke one scripture says, "In the evening it shall be light," so also his 
evening of life was serene and be could leave the world with a childlike trust in his Father 
and Saviour. Very recently two out of his family have consecrated themselves to the service 
of the Master; may they be like the two olive trees according to Zechariah 4:3 and 
Revelation 11:14. 

Again in another situation there was a young man who was otherwise no more badly 
behaved than other young fellows in the area. He came into such distress and soul anguish 
and felt so condemned and unworthy that he could hardly be persuaded to be in the 
presence of the other family members. He felt his sinfulness, the condemnation and the 
being forsaken by God; the guilt feeling was so great and yet the knowledge of salvation 
in Christ, according to Luke 1:77, was so limited, that such poor souls almost smothered 
during the new birth. Nevertheless, "1brough the right to the light" was also his lot. Having 
matured and become an ageing man, be writes recently in a letter, "Even though at times 
it becomes gloomy and dark around us, we join with the Psalmist to say, "The light will rise 
again and again for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart" (loosely translated). He 
otherwise claimed the contents of the 23rd Psalm for himself and his wife. 

We have now brought some personal experiences for our attention and it would be 
possible to mention others of importance. Presumably some more will follow, with the aim 
to remind us of those blessed experiences, according to the scripture, "Where is then the 
blessedness ye spoke ofl" Galatians 4:15. 

Meanwhile we want to mention how matters developed during the lapse of time since 
Bishop Toews returned from his trip to Kansas. Bishop Toews, together with the three 
ministers, who were responsible at this time, took care of their official responsibilities as 
heretofore, according to a fixed arrangement, that each one would on a certain Sunday and 
at an appointed place, serve in his office. At that time we had our worship services by 
rotation in four different locations - villages. But brother Toews did not hold entirely to 
the former tradition of writing down his whole sermon before delivery, but, many times, 
spoke freely from the heart according to his inner convictions and the requirement of the 
circumstances. 

One Sunday, when it was his tum to preach, he chose as a text the words, "The spirit 
and the bride say: Come,• etc. This had such a drawing and convincing effect on a certain 
youth that it brought about a decided change in his life. He pleaded with God for an 
understanding of His will, confessed his failings, made restitution, and after considerable 
time he would also claim for himself by faith that he was at peace with God. May the Lord 
grant strength and courage to wage the batlle through to victory. More similar results 
could be mentioned. 

Brother Toews, as mentioned earlier, according to his inner convictions, had intended 
to withdraw from his responsibilities as minister and bishop. So as not to expose the flock 
entrusted into his care to all too great a scattering, he remained in office until "help" was 
brought, according to Acts 16:9, by way of the minister brethren, Holdeman and Seiler. He 
endeavoured to convince the members of the necessity of a genuine new birth, the 
knowledge of salvation, Luke 1:77, and of becoming a child of God. 

The aforementioned ministers, John Holdeman (he called himself •a servant of the 
gospel") and Mark Seiler, arrived from Ohio, if I remember rightly during the fllst half of 
the month of November. The former was here already a year or two previously and held 
some meetings. While the ministers were here, meetings were held in different places, 
which were also well attended. 

At that time the opinions concerning the course of the church, of conveISion and the 
new birth, discipline, and the avoidance of many worldly matters, varied considerably. It 
resulted in many important considerations and deliberations, during which at times serious 
opposition was experienced. As already mentioned at the beginning, some entertained the 
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opinion to adhere to the former ways so as to retain what they had. • ... hold that fast which 
thou hast.• Revelation 3:ll. Or • ... not laying again the foundation .. • according to the 
apostles warning. But brother Toews and a part of the members, who shared in his 
convictions, laboured toward the end that true repentance and the new birth should be 
taught and only such persons should be baptized who through manifest fruits of 
repentance, had been born again. 

Those who could not see or understand brother Toews' direction in the matter then 
considered this as a new teaching. (Or laying again of the foundation. Translator's remarks. 
O.I.). It was the opinion that for a poor sinner to believe that he was converted or a child 
of God, was too much of a claim or presumption. So it resulted in many opinions for and 
against. 

After the visiting ministers J. Holdeman and M. Seiler had held a meeting at each of 
the four different meeting places, brother Toews arose in an open assembly and 
acknowledged his incapability, or rather unworthiness of continuing to stand before the 
church as leader and bishop; and openly announced that he was resigning from his position 
and turning the further leading over to the visiting ministers, which they undertook to do 
and held some more meetings. Besides brother Toews, another two ministers resigned from 
their office. 

The decision for this resignation by brother Toews was not as insignificant as it might 
appear to be. From his side this decision was not hastily arrived at for he had already for 
many years inquired and sought for a way, • ... and it shall be called the way of holiness.• 
Isaiah 35:8. During his search in the old writings, foremostly the Holy Scriptures and 
likewise those of the martyrs and other men of faith, he saw the necessity of a renewal of 
the church's ways. 

His resignation was not an easy matter, he loved his church, he did his best to instruct 
her, to build her; he sacrificed strength and health. There we see him in an open vehicle, 
wagon or sleigh, with a poorly looking horse hitched to it, in rain or snow, travelling the 
ten mile road to the place where he had to fulfil his official duties. Under such 
circumstances he exerted himself, yet saw no other way before himself but to lay everything 
down. 

The Gemeinde had confidence in him. Many, in sincere love, clung to him. Some had 
also repented and received forgiveness, and others had gone through a partial heart 
experience. On the one side the opinion was to stay with what they had, and with grief, the 
bishop saw as inevitable, a division - a separation ahead. 

Then in one of the meetings, brother Holdeman used an expression of the Apostle 
Paul's as his text: "Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but 
I follow after, if that I may apprehend ... " etc. He spoke about how he also was still 
following after and was not perfect by far. We want to let some of his own expressions, 
which he used in the preface of his Mirror of Truth follow: "Think not, beloved reader, 
that I am considering myself sufficiently skilled to claim any other glory except of rejoicing 
in my infirmity.• •ram undertaking this task in fear and trembling, for I know that I am 
responsible to God.• "I am so distinctly aware of my own inability and incompetence, that 
I would shrink from such an important task if I would counsel with flesh and blood.• 

He has cited such and similar expressions more in his writings, and thus he showed 
hitnself in his labours, in fellowship with his companion, the already mentioned minister 
Markus Seiler, who also throughout was one of Jesus' loving shepherds, according to the 
command of the chief Shepherd, "Feed my lambs". 

Now as owing to the free confession of the forgiveness of sins, the release from guilt 
and such like, the ministers were by some considered proud and presumptuous. 
Consequently, a sermon as referred to above again occasioned a reaction, in that he only 
considered himself as one, the way Paul expresses himself, "Not that I have already 
attained." 

Consequently it gave many deliberations, many considerations. During the labours of 
the holy apostle in that early time the Scripture repeatedly says, • And some believed the 
things which were spoken. .. •, Acts 28:24, and elsewhere, and here it.was likewise. Some 
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believed that which was spoken, and were already when brother Holdeman was here the 
first time more united with his teaching. Others came to that decision later. The ministers 
stayed in the area between four and five months preaching repentance and faith in the 
Gospel, whereby many got converted and were baptized on their faith, so that a Gemeinde 
of somewhat over one hundred members was established and provided with three ministers. 

Now for the conclusion to the former considerations, I just want to add, because I 
have described everything as if having shared in the experiences; that I did not belong to 
the church at that time. I was not yet baptized, however, according to my youthful capacity 
to understand I was fully united with everything. Here I want to briefly relate my 
experiences of conversion which includes almost one year of time. The book of Job relates 
how God reveals himself to people in order to preserve them from destruction. Job 33:14-
19. He says there that God reveals himself to everyone two or three times. 

Already twice in early childhood I had experienced the warning call of God, and now 
in this so serious time in which brother Toews was searching, he chose the verse, "'The 
spirit and the bride say come• as his text for the worship service. This was either shonly 
before or after his trip to Kansas. This "Come• drew me on, for the pleasure of the world 
was loathsome to me. My dear sister and I were often together at our work. She was joyful 
and happy and I had this something which put me in a serious and withdrawn mood. With 
this I am not blaming my sister. She was converted during the following winter and was 
ahead of me in this. I wanted to follow the call, "Come" willingly, and not let it go by 
unheeded. But what should I do? 

It was similar as to the time of the boy Samuel. "And the word of the Lord was 
precious in those days; there was no open vision!" I besought the Lord that He would give 
me the right understanding as to what I should do. I also read in the Holy Scriptures which 
gave me a certain measure of comfort and satisfaction. Threshing time arrived. When the 
other workers amused themselves with frivolous matters, I would withdraw myself. 

In late autumn the minister brethren from Ohio came, as already previously 
mentioned, who powerfully preached repentance and forgiveness of sins. Then I also 
confessed my disobedience to my parents, and where I had wronged others, and prayed the 
Lord that he should forgive my sins. But it always kept coming to mind that I had not yet 
repented enough: I needed to come into much greater distress, and that my repentance had 
not yet been earnest enough, the righteous God could not accept me in this condition; and 
so Satan kept me in doubts. 

In this wise winter passed by. Many of my age, and also older and altogether old were 
converted and baptized, but I still could not grasp faith. The dear brothers and sisters tried 
to help me, and I also felt the drawing of love, but doubt held me captive till at last the 
next spring after long struggling and praying, the God of love took pity on me, and I could 
grasp in faith that I had repented and God had forgiven my sins. For which I then greatly 
rejoiced. There were two other youths of my age who were converted, and in May or June 
we were baptized upon the confession of our faith by the reinstated bishop Peter Toews. 

Unfortunately, I must also acknowledge that I still often failed, yet I believe like one 
poet sings, "Oh God who hast salvation given, and then again lifts up the soul." I also again 
find deliverance in the blood of the Lamb. From your brother. "John B. T-• 

N.B. I have now discussed the matter so far, not to show as if I had experienced much, 
no, I have only tried to present a few of the important experiences of that time to the dear 
younger generation of the present time as a reminder. I should have also included more 
testimonies of older brothers and sisters; however, if someone feels called to do something 
relative to this, there is, I trust opportunity for it. 
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Dakota...378, 385. 

589 



Brandt, Heinrich Reimer (1838-1909) Steinbach, 
Man. . ..30, 129, 130, 250, 258, 479, 491. 
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Manitoba ... 388, 397. 
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Buschman, Heinrich (1828-1907) Gnadenau, 

Kansaa .... 290, 457. 
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454,464. 
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28, 64, 72, 89, 218, 223, 296, 328, 465, 533-
540, 561, 563. 

Enns, • Heinrich Pleil (1859-1935) Rosenhof, 
Man ........ 22, 218. 

Enns, lsaac (1847-1934) Inman, Kansa& ....... .375, 384, 
470,486. 

Enos, Jakob Aelt. (1763-1818) Tiegenhagen, 
Mol. .... 337, 362, 459, 528. 

Eons, Jakob Sr. (1817-1889) Pordenau, Mol/ Jansen, 
Neb .... .26, 120, 453, 478. 

Eons, Jakob Driedger (1843-1917) Annafeld, 
Borosenko/ Jaoaeo, Neb .... 84-92, 97, 125, 453. 

Eons, Jakob Johan (1839-1917) Molotschna . ...353. 
Enns, Jakob Plett Deacon (1856-1942) Rosenort, 

Man, ..... 218. 

Enns, Johan Toews Rev. (1850-1917) Rosenort, Man., 
... 218, 563, 566-568. 

Enns, Maria Komelaen (1844-1913) Jamcn, 
Neb .... .84-92 

Enns, Peter Rev. (1791-1857) Neukirch, Mot., 
........ 188, 223, 293, 410, 411. 

Enns, Peter, Friedenadorf, Mol. ....... .394. 
Eons, Peter Borns (1822-1896) Rosenfeld, Borosento 

/Steinbach, Mao., ...... 188, 293, 392, 410. 
Ennz, Abram Gerhard Rev. (1867-1936) F",scbau, 

MolJ Inman, Kan., .... 168, 560. 
Epp, Bernhard H. AelL (1854-1926) Lindenau, 

Mol ....... 496, 523. 
Epp, Cornelius Claassen Rev. (1728-1805) 

Neunhubeo, Prussia .... 112, 299,304, 309-320, 
Epp, David radlc:al chlllast (1779-1863) Heuboden, 

Prusaia...322 
Epp, David AelL (1781-1843) Cbortitza ......... 222, 302, 

310. 
Epp, David (born 1852) Alc:,mndenvobl, Mol. .... 373. 
Epp, David Bergman Rev. (1781-1843) Cborlitza, 

Cbortitza Colony . ..310. 
Epp, Dietrich Heinrich editor (1875-1956) Rosthern, 

Sask..316. 
Epp, Dietrich Thiessen superintenclant (1819-1900) 

Judenplao ... 313. 
Epp, Heinrich (1811-1863) Rosenort, Mol.. ... .384, 

523. 
Epp, Heinrich Classen Rev. (1721-1780) 

Neumuensterberg, Prussia . .299-300. 
Epp, Heinrich David author (1861-1934)-.315-316. 
Epp, Heinrich Penner (born 1784) Altonau, 

Mol .. .303, 309, 310. 
Epp, Heinrich Tbiesacn Aelt. (1827-1896) 

Chortitza ... .315. 
Epp, Heinrich Wiens Rev. (1757-1805) Cbortitza 

Colony .. ..302. 
Epp, Peter Stammvater (born 1690) . ..3, 299-328. 
Epp, Peter Claassen Aelt. (1725-1789) Neunbuben, 

Prusaia ..... 112, 283, 299, 300-309, 322. 
Epp, Peter Penner 1eacher (1777-1844) Neuendorf, 

Cbortitza .. 303. 
Epp, Peter Wiens Rev, (1755-1802) Chortitza 

Colony .. .302. 
Epp, Gerhard Penner (1780-1851) Rosenthal, 

Chortitza .. .303. 
Epp, Jakob Thiessen diarist (1820-1890) 

Judenplao ... .314. 
Epp, Johan Thiessen teacher (1830-1888) 

Kroosganen .. -316. 
Epp, Thomas Wiens Rev. (1772-1823) 

Neumuenaterberg, Prussia..300. 
Epp, Wilhelm Claassen (died 1781) 

Neumuensterberg, Prussia .... 299, 321. 
Esau, Aron (1854-1909) Kronstbal, Russia/ 

Manitoba .... 70. 
Esau, Cornelius Slammvat.r (born 17'.'2) Flachau, 

Mol...3, 329-335. 
Esau, Cornelius Petero (1837-1890) FIBCbau, 

Mol/Kansas .... .331, 334. 
Esau, Heinrich (1830-1899) ..... 9, 27, 118, 160, 403-

404,409. 
Esau, Katharina Isaac widow (born 1857) 

Friedensruh, Mol., .. 209. 
Esau, Jakob lrader Halbstadt, Mol ... ..364. 
Esau, Johan (1828-1906) Annenfeld, Crimea/ 

Kleefeld, Mao -.38, 273, 277, 329, 333. 
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Esau, Johan Corne!Ben (1805-1855) F"IIChaU, 
Mol .... .330, 357, 437. 

Esau, Johan Klassen memoln (1867-1946) 
AIC"811dedeld, Kan., .... 217, 402, 403, 406, 409. 

Esau, Johan Peters (1832-1904) Brandaellester 
FIICbau, MoV Rosenfeld, Man .... 63, 222, 271, 
329, 330-331, 332, 333, 402, 437. 

Esau, Johan Peten (1860-1940) Manitoba. .. ..330-331, 
334. 

Esau, Peter (born 1800) FJSCbau, Mol .. .329, 333. 
Esau, Peter Klassen (1832-1897) Spamu, MoV West 

Reserve, Man ... .388, 412. 
Ewert, Heinrich (1839-1923) Mountain Lake, 

Minn ..... 434. 

F, 
Fast, Berend (1758-1838) Lichtenau, Mol., ... .222, 337, 

356, 425, 468, 486. 
Fast, Bernhard Beargen Rev, BDd teacher (1809-

1878) Schoenau/ Rosenort, Mol., ... 183, 187, 
222, 288, 339-341, 459. 

Fast, Bernhard Hanns (1790-18S4) Lichtenau, Mo!., 
187, 222, 340, 356,357,425, 426, 485, 486. 

Fast, Bernhard Isaac (born 1836) Tiegerweide, 
Mol.. .. .341. 

Fast, Bernhard Neufeld kit. (1783-1861) Halbstadt, 
Mol .. .344, 350-3S2, 362, 370, 459. 

Fast, Bernhard Warkentin, (born 1821) Rosenort/ 
Lindenthal, Mol., ..... 187, 222, 340, 426. 

Fast, Corneliua Sr. palrtarcb Friedensdorf, 
Mol ..... .337, 356. 

Fast, Comeliua (1813-1857) Friedenadorf, Mol., 
...... 187, 223. 

Fast, Cornelius Isaac Rev, (born 1842) 
Alczanderwobl, Mol .... 340, 358. 

Fast, Corneliua Warkentin teacher (1840-1927) 
Steinbach, Man. .. .8, 11, S9, 125, 130, 133, 186, 
187,191,223,250, 256, 258. 

Fast, Daniel s1amm .. ter (17S3-1829) Tiegenhagen, 
Mol ... .3, 222, 333, 337-360, 3S9, 362, 525. 

Fut, Dietrich (born 1833) Schoenau, Mol. ... .339. 
Fast, Eduard hllilorian Utrecht, Netberlands. ... 354, 

359. 
Fast, Franz (1826-1902) Mountain Lake, Minn ...... 497, 

524. 
Fast, Gerhard (born 1789) ..... .223, 354-356, 357, 359, 

525. 
Fast, Gerhard book oeller Gnadenfeld, Mol. ... 357. 
Fast, Gerhard Siemens (1823-1903) Orloff, 

Mol... .. 355-356. 
Fast, Heinrich (1826-1890) Steinbach, Man ......... 130, 

232, 250, 256. 
Fast, Heinrich Letkeman pabllsber (born 1874) 

Hillsboro, Kansas...477. 
Fast, Heinrich Loepp (1865-1963) Steinbach/ 

Kleefeld, Man.,251, 269, 462. 
Fast, Isaac (born 1801) Tiege, Russia .... 474. 
Fast, Jakob (died 1861) Hierschau, Mol., ..... .209. 
Fut, Jakob Warkentin (1831-1885) Orloff, MoV 

Jansen, Neb ... 83, 191, 474, 477, 486, 488. 
Fast, Johan (born 1770) Blumstein, Mol ...... 337, 356, 

366, 387, 409, 429, 474, 488. 
Faat, Johan Baergen teacher (1813-1892) Schoenau, 

Mo!✓ Gnadenau, Kansas .... 183, 338,344, 3S7, 
358, 368, S24. 

Fast, Johan Bernhard (1824-1906) Muensterberg, 
Mol., ...... 187, 222, 486. 
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Fast, Johan Hanns (1794-1864) Blumstein, Mol .... 3S6, 
366, 383, 409, 457, 474-478, 489. 

Fast, Johan Isaac (1902) Kansas ....... 209. 
Fast, Johan Johan (1851-1934) Korn, Ok.JSchafter, 

Cal., .... 183, 345. 
Fast, Johan Letkeman banlier (born 1861) Hillsboro, 

Kansas...477. 
Fast, Johan M. (1837-1906) Hillaboro, Kansas. .. 462. 
Fast, Johan Warkentin teacher (1837-1924) 

Gnadenbeim, MoV Jansen, Neb ..... 92, 295, 
356, 383, 409, 474, 477-478, 486, 487, 488, 
489. 

Fast, Martin (born 1800) Furstenwerder, 
Pruasia ........ 279, 325. 

Faat, Martin Barkman (born 1829) Funtenwerder, 
Pruasia ... .279. 

Fast, Martin Barkman ecWor (1858-1949) Jansen, 
Neb/ Reedley, Cal ... 183, 284, 288, 294, 326, 
36S, 382, 476, S00. 

Fast, Peter Neufeld (1780-18S2) Schoenau, 
MoL .... .330, 333, 337, 338-349, 354, 459. 

Fast, Peter Barkman (born 1836) Furstcnwenler, 
Pruasia .... 279. 

Faat, Peter Baergen (1807-1849) Mololllcbna. ... .339, 
3.54, 502. 

Faat, Peter Isaac, South Oakota ......... 209. 
Fast, Peter Isaac (1831-1916) Ruckenau, MoV Jansen, 

Neb ...... 89, 183, 119, 223, 281, 283, 284, 28S, 
287, 294, 306, 307, 326, 340, 344, 356, 365, 
368, 382, 499, S01, S25. 

Fast, Wilhelm (born 1773) F"UIChau, Mol.....356. 
Febdrau, Abraham (born 1761 ) ........... .222. 
Febdrau, Wilhelm (born 1799) Tiege, Mo!., ..... 182, 

187,222. 
Flaming, Abraham P. (1840-1907) Alczanderfeld, 

Moll America. 
Flaming, Andreas (1816-1862) Schanlov, Mol....531. 
Flaming, Andreas (1847-1930) Gnadenau, 

Kansas. . ..522. 
Flaming, David (1815-1883) Jansen, Neb .... 411, 475, 

477, 478, 490. 
Flaming, Heinrich (1845-1928) Goadenau, 

Kaosas. .... 344-345, 3S8. 
Flaming, Johan (born 1783) ..... 490. 
Flaming, Johan P. (1848-1935) America ..... 490. 
Flaming, Peter (born 1740) ...... 490. 
Flamlng, Peter P. (born 177S) ..... 490. 
Fleming, Andreas (1812-1897) Kleefeld, MoV 

Mountain Lake, Mlnn ..... 438, 461. 
Fleming, Heinrich (born 1831) Mariawobl, 

Mol.... .. 419-420, 425. 
Friesen, Abraham palrlan:h (17S2-1810) Orloff, 

Mol .. .30S, 527. 
Friesen, Abraham Rev. (1823-1899) 'Iiegenhagen, 

Pruasia . ..319, 328. 
Friesen, Abraham Kroeker RH. (1849-1901) 

Furstenwerder, Prussia .... 319. 
Friesen, Abraham Friesen Rev,(1807-1891) Neukirch, 

MoV Jansen, Neb ..... 23, 77,354,360,380,525. 
Friesen, Abraham Loepp Ae1L(1931-1917) Jansen, 

Neb .... 3, 77, 81, 108, S42, 548, S59, 569-57S, 
577. 

Friesen, Abraham Mathies Schub: (1834-1908) 
Kleefeld, MoV Blumenort, Man ...... .41, 77, 79, 
131, 171, 188, 191-192, 220, 223,562,575. 



Friesen, Abraham Rempel leao::ber (1846-1884) 
Licbtenau, Moll Blumenbof, Man ..... .87, 89, 
447, 453-454. 

Friesen, Abraham Siemens b~ (1848-1916) 
Steinbach, Man ... 78, 116,119, 129, 130, 133, 
141, 228, 229, 232, 250, 257, m. 

Frie8en, Ab111bam Toews leacber (1852-1916) 
Rosenort, Man..56, 66, 70, 379, 396, 411. 

Friesen, Abraham Wiebe Adi. (1782-1849) Orloff, 
Mol., . .220, 279, 284, 323, 326, 367, 398, 411, 
472, 476, 487, 522, 524, 531, 539, S69, 571. 

Friesen, Abraham Wiebe (1812-1889) Ructenau, 
MoV Jansen, Neb ... .83, 398, 487. 

Friesen, Bcrend (born 1752) Blumenort, Mo!., .. ..222. 
Friesen, Bernhard Warkentin (1810-1866) 

AICIWlderthal, Mol, ... 186, 222, 312-313. 
Friesen, Comeliua Friesen leacher (1810-1892) 

Margeoau, MoV Blumenort, Manitoba .... 41, 
48, S8, zn, 38S, 394, 407, 415, 453, 479. 

Frieaen, Cornelius Heidebrecht (1832-1911) 
Llchtfelde, Mol/ Rosenort, Man .... 16, 55,63, 
68, 420-421, 426. 

Friesen, Comeliua Loepp Jbor. (1841-1923) Jmuen, 
Neb ... 450. 

Friesen, Cornelius Plett teacher (1844-1899) 
Blumenort, Man. .. 41, 62, 220, 224, '519, 386. 

Friesen, Cornelius Klassen well driller (1877-1953) 
Steinbach, Man., .. 220, 224, 258. 

Friesen, David (1821-1892) Oki Colony/ Neuenberg, 
Man, ... 195, 205-206. 

Friesen, David A Ollenchalz (1807-1893) 
Halbstadt ... 10, 306. 

Friesen, David Tiliski (born 1851) Waldheim, Sask, 
.. .201, 206. 

Fri:llen, David Plett (1860-1902) Jansen, Neb., .. .221, 
'519. 

Friesen, Diedrich Shierling lcacber (1849-1901) 
Steinbach, Man. . ..27, 45, 53, 137, 140, 239, 
257. 

Friesen, Gerhard (1838-1900) Hillsboro, 
Kanaas ... .393. 

Friesen, Gerhard, Tiege/ Llndenau, MoL,. .. .222. 
Friesen, Gerhard Scbellenberg (1852-1922) 

Schoenfeld, Crimea /Onadenort, Man., .. .278, 
442,462. 

Friesen, HeJnrlcb, F"IICbau, MoL..530. 
Friesen, Heinrich Bernhard au1hor (1837-1926) 

Alexandertbal, Mol./ Inman, Kan., ..... 186, 222, 
310-313, 315,317,326. 

Friesen, Heinrich Brandt (1836-1900) Jamen, 
Neb ... 42, 66, 70, 81, 96. 

Friesen, Heinrich D. author (bom 1839) Inman, 
Kansas. .. .531. 

Friesen, Heinrich Dclesk.y (1827-1877) Landskron, 
MoV Manitoba ... 441-442, 462. 

Friesen, Heinrich Loepp (1851-1910) RO&Cllort, 
Man ... 123, 257, 271, 278. 

Friesen, Helnricb Penner (1786-1842) Blumenort, 
Mol., ..... 186, 222, 312, 485. 

Friesen, Heinrich Plett (1857-1889) Jamen, 
Neb,-.221. 

Friesen, Heinrich Schellenberg (1850-1933) Tlcge, 
Sagradovfka/ Kleefeld, Man ... 442. 

Friesen, Isaac (1748) AIIOnau, Mol .. .522, 528, 531. 
Friesen, J.saac (1788-1814) Altonau, Mol.--522, 528. 
Friesen, J.saac (1834-1898) F"ISCbau, Mol/ Onadenau, 

Kan ... 63, 530. 

Friesen, Isaac Dneck (1865-1951) RosenboC, 
Man ... 396. 

Fricsco, Jaaac Fricsco Sdudz (1813-1888) Lichtfelde, 
MoL .. 411, 522, 531. 

Friesen, Isaac Klassen (born 1883) Inman, 
Kansaa... . .218, 488. 

Friesen, Isaac Mathies (born 1816) Waldheim, 
Mol .... 285. 

Friesen, Jakob (born 1775) Muemterbcrg, Mol ... .340. 
Friesen, Jakob (1807-1870) Margenau /Licbtfeklc, 

Mol...430. 
Friesen, Jakob Friesen (1820-1888) Kleefeid, 

Mol/Rosenort, Man... . .38, 39, 379, 396, 398. 
Friesen, Jakob Klaa8cn (1822-1875) Nlkolalthal, 

Kbenon/ Steinbach, Man.-77, 130, 132, 160, 
168, 217, 285. 

Friesen, Jakob Loepp (18'51-1902) Ja.D8CII, 
Neb.-.. .293, 411, 425. 

Friesen, Jakob Scbellenberg edllor (1862-1931) 
Steinbach, Manitoba . ..282, 442. 

Friesen, Jakob Shierling (1850-1921) Steinbach, Man., 
....250. 

Friesen, Jakob Toews (1845-1903) Rosenort, 
Man,-·-···174, 221, 273, 278, 379, 385, 404, 
407. 

Friesen, Jakob Wiebe Sc:lmlz and deMon (1808-
1889) Blumstein, MoV JIIJl$eD, Neb .. .366, 367, 
383, 424, 457, 487. 

Friesen, Jakob Wiebe blstorlan (1892-1981) Kleefekl, 
Man-.330, 334. 

Friesen, Johan (1788-1816) Altonsu, MoL .... .528, 531. 
Friesen, Johan Rev.(175!k:a.1830) Scboenau, 

Mol ..... 323, 330, 338, 357, 502, S25. 
Friesen, Johan Friesen AoelL(1808-1872) Neukirch, 

MoV RO&Cllfeld, Borosenko._ .. 77, 183, 208, 
294, 355, 379, 499, 501, S25, 558, S61, S6S, 
577. 

Fricaen, Johan Isaac mlll -.- (1860-1941) 
Steinbach, Man ... 123, 127, 129, 130, 134, 180, 
192, 259, 407, 413. 

Friesen, Johan Kllmen ... (1857-1934) Roaenort, 
Man ... 123, 579. 

Friesen, Johan Plett genealaglst (1847-1920) 
Roseoort, Man., .... 220, 223, 224, 383, 447, 448, 
450,464. 

Friesen, Jolin Rempel teacber and tnnslator (1885-
lm) Swalwcll, Albl ....... 137, 179, 386, 411. 

Friesen, Johan Shierling (1853-1937) Steinbach, 
Man.-.. 130, 134, 250, 251, 256, 278, 281. 

Friesen, Johan Siemens (1852-1920) Jansen, 
Neb ..... 41, 354, 357, 360. 

Friesen, Johan Toews teacher (1849-1909) Rosenort, 
Man ... 379. 

Frlcaen, Johan Wiebe (1789-1840) Orloff, MoL.420-
421. 

Friesen, Klaas (1774-1839) Lindcnau, Mol ..... 479, 488. 
Friesen, Klaas Bearp (1838-1922) Steinbach, Man.. 

31, 130, 250, 258, 293, 462. 
Friesen, Klaas Ducck(l8S8-1923) Jansen, Neb-- ... 83, 

398. 
Friesen, Klaas Friesen deKon (1818-1871) Neukirch, 

Mol . ..348, 486, 488, 497. 
Friesen, Klaas Friesen (1813-1856) Paulsheim, 

Mol. .... 402. 
Friesen, Klaas J.saac lmslneaman (1868-1927) 

Steinbach, Man, ... 192, 257, 260, 407, 413. 
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Friesen, Klaas Pleil (18S4-1926) Meade, 
Kansas .... 220. 

Friesen, Klaas Reimer Rev. (1870-1942) Steinbach, 
Man ..... 133, 228,260,278. 

Friesen, Klaas Wiebe Rev.(1793-1870) Altonau, 
Rosenort, Mol.1 •••• 191, 21S, 220, 223, 2241 285, 
340, 400, 477, 501, S28, S31, S34. 

Friesen, Karolina Plett (1823-1887) Rosenort, 
Mol./Jansen, Neb .... 41, 191,215,220,400, S33. 

Friesen, Peter Barkman (1867-19S3) Blumenort, 
Man., ..... 191. 

Friesen, Peter Brandt (1838-1900) Neuanlage, 
Man ..... 41, 191, 256, 279. 

Friesen, Peter Isaac (1873-1966) Greenland, Man., 
.... 191-192. 

Friesen, Peter Loepp (1847-1874) Heuboden, 
Borosenko ..... 21, 23. 

Friesen, Peter Martin hlslorle.n (1849-1914) 
Halbstadt, Mol, ... .261, 262, 263, 266, 267, 
326, 36S, 382,463. 

Friesen, Peter Reimer (1842-1904) Mariafeld, 
Mol./Jansen, Neb ..... 23, 70, 120, 194, 200. 

Friesen, Peter Wiebe Rev. (1815-1892) Tiege, Mol✓ 
Jansen, Neb ..... 77, 79, 93, 292, 347, 478, 564, 
569. 

Froese, Franz (1825-1884) Rosenort, Man ... .27, 44, 
53, 134, 171, 174, 209, 229. 

Froese, Heinrich Friesen (1914) Rosthern, 
Sask., ...... 20S. 

Funk, Johan F. publisher (1835-1930) Elkhart. 
lnd .... 95, 99-103, 266. 

G. 
Giesbrecht, Aganetha Thiessen wldew (1825-1912) 

Steinbach, Man., .. 278. 
Giesbrecht, Gerhard (born 1743) Muntau, Mol .... .376. 
Giesbrecht, Gerhard (1816-1863) Prangenau, 

Mol ....... .285, 295, 396, 411, 454, 465. 
Giesbrecht, Gerhard Komelsen (1872-1945) 

Montezuma, Kan, .. 218, 454, 465. 
Giesbrecht, Gerhard Ratzlaff (1846-1907) Gruenfeld, 

Borosenko/ Steinbach, Man ... 85, 89, 130, 145, 
250, 256, 257, 259, 454. 

Giesbrecht, Jakob (born 1765) Blumstein, Mol. ... .390. 
Giesbrecht, Peter (1794-1842) Muntau, Mol ..... 376, 

385. 
Giesbrecht, Wilhelm (1801-1873) ...... 460. 
Giesbrecht, Wilhelm Thiessen Rev. (1849-1917) 

Steinbach, Man ...... 27, 86, 130, 258, 396. 
Goossen, Anna Klassen widow (1839-1927) 46, 48, 

141. 
Goouen, Cornelius Plett (1839-1916) Steinbncll, 

Man ... 11, 130, 157, 217,250,257, 285, 29S. 
Goossen, Franz Klassen (born 1862) Kleefeld, Man., 

..... 147, 217. 
Goossen, Gerhan:l teacher (1811-1854) Scboenau, 

MoL ..... .217, 457. 
Goossen, Gerhard Plett Rev. and teacher (1836-1872) 

Llndenau, Mol., .... 171, 223, 295, S59, 563. 
Goossen, Gerban:l Kwsen (1859-1937) Rosenort, 

Man, _ ... 141, 217. 
Goossen, Peter Plett (1838-1922) Llndenau, 

Mol., ..... 217. 
Goossen, Johan Plett (1842-1904) Gnadenau., 

Kan .... 11, 46, 160, 216, 218. 
Goertz, Heinrich (Crimea) ..... 17. 
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Groening, Abraham Friesen (1808-1834) ....... .350, 
514. 

Groening, Franz Wiens (1834-1901) Gnadenau, 
Kansas .... .350. 

Groening, Peter (born 1769) Halbstadt, Mol .... 350, 
514. 

Guenther, Heinrich (1730-1806) Prussia. ...... 457. 
Guenther, Peter 1-L, Steinbach, Man. ....... 124, 134. 

H. 
Harder, Abraham Johan (born 1840) Aleranderwohl, 

Mol .... 351, 360, 366-367, 370, 381, 383. 
Harder, Abraham Plett ..... 374. 
Harder, Abraham Stoesz (1787-1844) Halbstadt, 

Mol ... .362-366, 381. 
Harder, Bernhan:l Heide Evangelist and poet (1832-

1884) Halbstadt, Mol ...... 60, 266, 364-366, 368, 
382,385. 

Harder, Bernhard Schulz (1872-1904) Teitja ....... 374. 
Harder, David uacher (1872-1930) Hillsboro, 

Kansas ... 369. 
Han:ler, Franz Heide, Karassan, Crimea ........ .364. 
Han:ler, Gerban:l Boschman Rev. (1857-1931) ..... 365, 

382,383. 
Harder, Heinrich Schulz (1848-1907) Al=nderkron, 

Mol ... 372. 
Harder, lsbrandt Plett (1817-1840) ........ 364, 374, 408, 

527. 
Harder, lsbrandt Johan (born 1842) Altonau, 

Mol....370-371. 
Harder, lsbrandt Stoesz (born 1792) Muntau, 

Mol... . .376. 
Harder, Isaac (died 1870) Rosenfeld, Borosenko 

.... .384. 
Harder, Isaac (Muntau) ..... 15. 
Harder, Jakob Heide (1827-1875) Halbstadt, 

Mol....364, 382-
Harder, Johan (1733-1803) Sandhof, Prussia ... .361. 
Harder, Johan (1809-1853) Rosenort, Mol... .. 494. 
Harder, Johan Classen Stammvaler (1764-1826) 

Blumstein, Mol ..... 3, 361-386, 387, 429. 
Harder, Johan Plett .ult. (1811-1875)Blumstein ..... 60, 

211, 221, 288, 344, 351, 364, 367-374, 383, 
384, 408, 486, 527. 

Harder, Johan Johan teacher anll Rev. (1836-1'930) 
Gnadenau, Kan., ... 183, 221, 290, 344-345, 351, 
358, 368-370, 381, 383, 384, 564. 

Harder, Johan Stoesz (1789-1847) Blumstein, Mol., 
. .. .211, 359, 361, 366-374, 376, 469. 

Harder, Johan Wiens (1832-1915) Inman, 
Kansas ... 495-49S, 523. 

Harder, Dr. Leland hlslorle.n North Newton, 
Kansas ... .367, 369, 382, 383, 486, 524, 529. 

Harder, Peter (1836-1879) ...... 384 . 
Harder, Peter Boschman author (1867-1923) 

......... .365, 383. 
Harder, Margaretha (1820-1896) .... 15, 63, 384. 
Harms, Abram Giesbrecht Rev. and teacher (1833-

1909) Margenau, Mol/ Aleranderfeld, 
Kansas .... 293, 392, 410, 488, 491. 

Harms, Bernhard Giesbrecht (1824-1896) 
Russia ..... 391. 

Harms, Cornelius Sawatsky (1835-1928) Schoenau, 
Moll Reedley, Cal .... 80, 400, 412-

Harms, Gerhan:l Warkentin (1849-1911) Heuboden, 
Borosenko/ Rosenort, Man ... 395-396. 



Hanns, Heinrich Giesbrecht (1845-1886) Hillsboro, 
Kansu .. .394. 

Harms, Isaac Friesen (1859-1916) Rosenort, 
Mao ..... 117, 118, 400-101, 410. 

Harms, Isaac Giesbrecht (1838-1886) Grossweide, 
Moll Hillsboro, Kansas. .. .393. 

Harms, Isaac Neodorf Ohm (1811-1891) 
Alc:xaodertron, Moll Jansen, Neb_ ... 72, 79, 
120, 385, 399, 410. 

Harms, Isaac Sawatsky (1837-1866) ....... 400-401, 404, 
448. 

Harms, Jakob Giesbrecht (1826-1898) Klcefeld, 
Mol ... 123, 209, 210, 390, 391. 

Hanns, Jakob Hamm (1838-1917) Crimea/Gnadenau, 
KallSllS. .. 403, 404, 405-406, 410,412,413,555. 

Hanns, Jakob Hiebert (born 1859) Hillllboro, 
Kansas ... .392. 

Harms, Jakob Neudorf (1815-1876/1881) Goeuel, 
Kansaa .... 405, 410, 412 

Harms, Johan Stammvater (born 1771) 
Blumstein-.3, 366, 387-413, 429, 474, 488, 
491. 

Harms, Johan Fast SehuJz (1798-1887) Margenau, 
Mol. ... .390-391. 399, 407, 409, 410, 491. 

Harms, Johan Foth pullsber (18SS-194S) Elkhart, 
lnd ..... 101, 209, 210, 223, 387, 391, 404-405, 
409,410. 

Harms, Johan Froese enngellst (1856-1910) 
Hillsboro, Kaosas. .. 393, 410. 

Harms, Johan Giesbrecht (1823-1865) Margenau, 
MoL.391. 

Harms, Johan Hamm (1839-1897) Goessel/ Inman, 
Kansas ..... 405-406. 

Harms, Johan Sawatsky Jmo.(1839-1884) Jansen, 
Neb .... 42, 49, 79, 82, 84, 401. 

Harms, Johan Schoenke (1857-1937) Caucasus, 
Russia ... 391. 

Hanns, Peter (born 1764) Blumstein, Mol ........ .384, 
387, 408, 429, 523. 

Hanns, Peter Giesbrecht SchuJz (182&-1911) 
Paulshelm, Mol. . .391-392, 410. 

Harms, Peter Jakob (born 1847) Goessel, Kansas/ 
Weatherford, Ok. ... 405-406, 413. 

Harms, Peter Neudorf (1806-1870) Sparrau, Moll 
Borosenko .. 394, 407, 408, 410, 411, 412, 453, 
478, 479, 480. 

Harms, Peter Sawatsky (1849-1924) Jall3CD, 
Ncb ........ 117, 123,402,404. 

Harms, Wilhelm (1808-1846) ....... 408, 457. 
Harms, Wilhelm Giesbrecht (1839-1915) Grossweide, 

Moll Hillsboro, Kansas ... .393. 
Heide, Johan (born 1764) Halbstadt, MoL .... 362, 381. 
Heide, Maria Heidebrecht widow (born 1815) .... 421. 
Heide, Peter Heidebrecht,Crtmea .... 421. 
Heidebrecht, Abraham (died before 1776) .... .415. 
Heidebrecht, Abraham (born 1758) F,schau, 

Mol .... 415-416. 
Heidebrecht, Abraham (1781) Lindenau, Mol 

....... 416. 
Heidebrecht, Catharina Fast, Uchtenau, Mol .... 417, 

425. 
Heidebrecht, Cornelius (born 1764) Muntau, 

Mol .... 415, 424. 
Heidebrecht, Cornelius (born 1780) Lfchtenau, 

Mol.. .. 418-422. 

Heidebrecht, Corncliua Sehalz (1808-1890) 
Llchtcnau/ Nitolaidorf, MoL .. 419, 420, 422, 
425,426. 

Heidebrecht, Dietrich (1871-1936) ...... 419, 426. 
Heidebrecht, Gerhard ( died 1905) lichtcnau, 

Mol. ... 423, 426. 
Heidebrecht, Gerbard, Llndcnort, MoL ... .SOS, 508, 

526. 
Heidebrecht, Jakob (born 1776) Lichtcnau, 

• Mol. .... 418. 
Heidebrecht, Jakob (1825-1890) Braaol, 

Russia_.421. 
Heidebrecht, Jakob Fast (1856-1930) Jaoseo, Neb/ 

Ruah ukc, SasL422, 426, 475-476, 488. 
Heidebrecht, Johan (born 1772) Llndenau, Mol.. .. 416. 
Heidebrecht, Johan (born 1776) Ucbtenau, 

Mol. ... 417, 481. 
Heidebr-echt, Johan Fast (1849-1897) Janacn, 

Neb .... .423, 426, 475-476, 488. 
Heidebrecht, Peter Slammvater (died 1770)-3, 415-

426. 
Heidebrecht, Peter (born 1782) Lichtenau, Mol....419, 

422-424. 
Heidebrecht, Peter (1815-1896) Blumstein, Moll 

Janacn, Neb . .286, 419, 422-423, 425, 426, 474, 
475-476, 486. 

Heidebrecht, Peter Rn. (1838-1928) Ubelal, 
Kauaas ...... 424. 

Heidebrecht, Peter (1842-1903) Nitolaidorf, 
Mol ...... 419. 

Heidebrecht, Peter F35t (1847-1915) Meade, 
Kanaas. . ..219, 422-423, 475-476, 488. 

Heidebrecht, Peter Heidebrecht (died 1927) Brasol, 
RU18la ... 421. 

Heidebrecht, Peter Thielmanu (1812-1902) 
Scboensce, Moll Inman, Kauaaa.. .. 415. 

Hespeter, William CGnsnl. ... .36, 37, 53, 65, 113, 133, 
174, 225-226, 229, 240, 243. 

Hiebert, Abraham Kuelsen (1839-1895) 
Alc:xanderfeld, Kan. ... .29, 542, S53. 

Hiebert, Cornelius N. Rev. (1881-1975) ..... .393, 410. 
Hiebert, David Rev. (1775-1852) Llndeuau, 

Mol .... 528. 
Hiebert, David Knelsen (1853-1900) Neb- . .S4, 73, 

120, 157, 216, 217. 
Hiebert, Klaas, MiD11C10ta, ........ -138, 147. 
Hiebert, Jakob teacher Bergfeld, Man., ...... .239. 
Hiebert, Johan, Waldheim, Mol, ...... 187. 
Hiebert, Johan Sr. (1816-1890) Alexanderwohl, Moll 

Kleefcld, Man, ... 141, 217, 273. 
Hiebert, Peter Knelscn (1846-1917) ..... .54, 217, 517, 

487. 
Hildebrand, Cornelius facto;y •OWDer (born 1843) 

Choniw ... 317. 
Hildebrand, Peter (born 1844) Jansen, Neb .... ..86, 90. 
Hildebrandt, Heinrich .......... 160. 
Hildebrand, Jakob J. (1859-1937) Alc:widerlaon, 

Mol./Hillsboro, Kan., ... 216. 
Hildebrand, Jakob J. author (1879-1976) Winnipeg, 

Mau .... .504, 526. 
Hoeppner, Jakob Brandt, Califomia ....... 186. 
Holdeman, Johan AeJL(1832-1900) ........ 108, 160-161, 

L 

167, 406, 543, S47, 554, 562, 564, 570, S78, 
583. 

Isaac, Abraham (born 1775) Licbtenau, Mol.. ... 418. 
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Isaac, Abraham Epp (born 1840) California ......... 182. 
Isaac, Abraham Fast (born 1851) Lichtenau, Mal., 

..... 209, 355. 
Isaac, Abraham Guenther (1819-1909) Ticge, Mal., 

181, 221. 
Isaac, Abraham Kroeker R,,v.(1795-1864) T\ege/ 

Schoenau, Mal, ... 181, 221. 
Isaac, Abraham Penner (1845-1923) Jansen, 

Neb .. -.81, 92, S64. 
Isaac, Abraham Pleil Rev,(1852-1938) Schoenau, 

Man ... .3, 157, 171-177, 196-197, 200, 206-207, 
'125-227, 243, 273. 

Isaac, Abraham Warkentin (1827-1890) Pordenau, 
Mal., .... 210-211. 

Isaac, Anna Pleil, wld- (1813,-1887) Scboenau, 
Mol./Kleefeld, Man., ..... 175, 189-190, 196,216, 
533. 

Isaac, Anna Schroeder (1774-1831) Viem:hnhuben, 
Prussia ... 182. 

Isaac, Cornelius Rev.(Ruckenau) .... 16, 68. 
Isaac, Cornelius Rev. and teacher (1821-1886) 

....... .500. 
Isaac, David Friesen (1874-1912) Rooenort, Man., 

_ ... 170, 200, 202-203, 218. 
Isaac, David Guenther (born 1829) Crimca .... - .. 181, 

221. 
Isaac, Diedrich (1819-1879) Orloff, Paulsbeim, MoV 

Jansen, Neb-.58, 81, 92. 
lsaac, Diedrich (1827-1919) Flschau, MoVRooenfeld, 

Man .. .331-332. 
Isaac, Diedrich Penner (born 1846) Jansen, Neb ..... 64. 
Isaac, Durck (born 1771) F"ISCbau, Mol. .. 334. 
Isaac, Franz Fast (born 1844) Omsk, Siberia ..... 208. 
Isaac, Franz Fast teacher (born 1850) Memrik. .... .346, 

354. 
Isaac, Franz Pleil (1838-1928) Kansas. ......... 184, 186, 

189, 193,-194, 201, 206, 223, 312. 
Isaac, Franz Schroeder (1784-1853) Tiege, 

/Marienthal, Mol.,. .. 180, 184, 188, 339. 
Isaac, Franz Warkentin (1820-1849) Marienthal, Mal., 

209,210. 
Isaac, Franz Wiens Rev, and historian (1816-1900) 

Tiege, Mol., .... 183, 221, 266, 323, 325, 350, 
367, 500, 524. 

Isaac, Gerhard Fast (1836-1886) Minnesota/ 
Kansas ..... 208, 354-355. 

lsaac, Heinrich Warkentin (born 1832) Grossweide, 
Mol./Memrik..-188, 211. 

Isaac, Jakob Andres (1813-1881) Rooenort/ 
Contenniusfeld, MoL-425. 

Isaac, Jakob Wiens ReY. (1815-1866) Steinfeld, MoV 
Sagradovfka,_183, 221, 499-500, 524. 

Isaac, Johan Fast (born 1847) Omsk, Siberia .... 208, 
354. 

Isaac, Johan Hiebert (born 1846) Crimea ...... .500. 
Isaac, Johan Pleil (1836-1920), Grucnfeld, 

Borosenko/ Kleefeld, Man., .... 171, 177, 188, 
189, 192-193, 201, 210, 238, 273, 3S7. 

Isaac, Johan Warkentin (1809-1864) Schoenau, 
Mol.,.-171, 188, 189-190, 312,357, 486. 

Isaac, Johan Wiens (1808-1847) ...... 183, 499. 
baac, Nikolai Fast (born 1849) Neukircb, 

Mol./Friedensfcld,Borosenko ..... .208,354-35S. 
Isaac, Peter Adrian, Fricdenafeld, Borosenko ..... 208. 
Isaac, Peter Fast (1837-1892) South Dakota .... .208, 

354. 
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lsaac, Peter Guenther (born 1827) Halbstadt, Mal., 
.... 181, 221. 

Isaac, Peter Penner (1842-1918) Janaen, Neb ....... 119 . 
Isaac, Peter Pleil author (1846-1924) ... .3, 170, 171, 

17S, 179-224, 226, 382,383,410, 467, 473,-474, 
485,524. 

Isaac, Peter Reimer (1732-1809) BUIWalderfclde, 
Prussia, ..... 180. 

Isaac, Peter Schroeder (1780-1857) Tiege, Mol., .... 180, 
182, 339, 498-501, S25. 

Isaac, Peter Warkentin teacher (1812-1888) 
Grossweide, Mal., ···--·207-209, 354-355. 

Isaac, Peter Wiens (1813-1866) Schoenau, Mal., 
... 183, 346-347. 

Isaac, Philip SlammYater (1694-1753) ......... 180, 437, 
524. 

Isaac, Philip Guenther (1825-1859) Blumenort, Mal., 
. ... 181, 221. 

Isaac, Philip Kroeker (born 1796) Tiege, Mol., .... 182, 
187. 

Isaac, Philip Schroeder (1769-1813) Tiege, Mol., 
.... 180-182, 221, 339 . 

Isaac, Susanna Ratzlaff Loewen Reimer (1846-1905) 
Waldheim, MoV Swalwell, Albt., ... 201, 204-
205. 

J. 
Janke, Golllieb (born 1854), Blumenhof, Man., ..... 278, 

357. 
Jansen, Cornelius Comul (1822-1894) .... 18, 261,267. 
Jansen, Helena Von Riesen (1822-1897) Jamen, 

Neb ...... 17-18, 77-78. 
Jansen, Peter businessman (1852-1923) Jansen, 

Neb ..... 77, 93. 
Janw:n, Abraham (born 1745) Petenhagen, 

Mol.. .. 309, 320, 328. 
Jant7.en, Cornelius Bergmann Rev. (born 1780) 

Petenhagen, Mol..320, 323, 328, 526. 
Janw:n, Gerhard Philipsen Rev. (1764-1813) 

MoL-. .304, 321, 324. 
Janw:n, Heinrich AelL(l7S2-1824) Kronsweide, 

Chortitza ... 320, 328, 488. 
Jant7.en, Johan (born 1752) Petenhagen, Mol .. .301, 

320,328. 
Jant7.en, Johan Bergmann (1782-1861) Petershagen, 

Mol.. . .306, 320--321, 325, 328. 
Jant7.en, Peter (born 1850) ........... 328. 
Janzen, Cornelius wld- Licbtfelde, Mol ..... .340. 
J8112C11, Cornelius (1812-1864) Neukircb, Mol-. .360, 

408, 411, 525. 
Janzen, Cornelius Penner (1863-1941) Giroux, Man., 

·······161, 220, 408. 
Janzen, Cornelius Siemens (1848-1869) ...... 84. 
Janzen, Franz ( died ca. 1870) ....... 448. 
Janzen, Heinrich (1825-1901) Kansas .... .375, 470. 
Janzen, Heinrich Heinrich (1852-1915) Franzthal, 

MoV Kansas. .... 375, 470. 
Janzen, Johan Penner (1868-1934) Blumenho(, 

Man ..... 395, 408, 411. 
Janzen, Johan Siemens (1840-1905) Blumenhof, 

Man .... 38, 52, 78, 80-84, 278, 408. 
Janzen, Peter, Rudnerweide, Mal./ Memrik. .. - .. 211. 
Janzen, Sara Siemens (1809-1885) Neukirch, Mal./ 

Jansen, Neb ... 78. 
Jost, Peter Schulz (1829-1891) Prangenau, MoV 

Aleunderfcld, Kansas .... 520. 



Jung-Stilling, Heinrich Separatist plellsl and chDlasa, 
Wuerttemberg, Oermany .... 266, 365, 368. 

K. 
Kaervier, Stephen (dled 1870) Russia .... _ .. _ ... 215. 
Kasper, Fred, Fairbanks, TelWl ...... 203. 
Klassen, Abraham Slammvaler ( died 1813), 

Tiegerwiede, Prus.,ia. .. 105. 
Klassen, Abraham Brandt Rev.(1850-1935) Swalwell, 

Albt., .. 194, 201, 473-474. 
Klaasen, Abraham Regier Re,,.(1828-1906) 

Prangenau, MoV Alexanderfeld, Kan .... 6, 22, 
25, 29, 37, 53, 65, 66, 70, 307, 325, 343, 392, 
410, 515, 553. 

Klassen, David delegate and Bnmdaellesler (18B· 
1900) Margeoau, Mol/Rosenhof, Man ... .3, 19, 
35, 36, 52, 82, 105-113, 120, 172, 270, 271, 
407, 473, 479, 577. 

Klassen, Jakob Elder (1832-1918) Inman, 
Kansas ... ..344, 383, 402, 404. 

Klassen, Jakob Reinert (1832-1898) Jansen, 
Neb ...... 26, 106, 109. 

Klassen, Johan (1758-1812) Tiege, Mol.. .. 306, 437. 
Klassen, Johan Ollenchnlz (born 1781) Rosenorl/ 

Halbstadl,Mol...308, 325, 501, 524. 
Klassen, Johan Oberschnlz (1785-1841) Tiege 

/riegerweide, Mo! _ 292, 306-307, 324, 325, 
437,527. 

Klassen, Johan (1811-1887) Sparrau, MoV Steinbach, 
Man .... 107, 402-404, 405. 

Klassen, Johan Harms (born 1838) Spanau, MoV 
Steinbach, Man . ..24, 43, 115, 379, 404. 

Kla&sen, Johan Regier (1816-1887) Kanaas.. . .306. 
Klassen, Martin Harder (1823-ca.1888) Paulsheim, 

MoV Hoffnungsfeld, Kan ...... .58, 63, 379, 386. 
Klassen, Peter (born 1753) Petersbagen, Mol .. .301. 
Klassen, Peter Brandt (1852-1930) Neuanlage, 

Man..-42, 48, 66, 283, 292, 294. 
Klassen, Peter Epp (1775-1844) Petersbagen, 

Mol-..301. 
Koehn, Adam, Swalwell, AlbL, .......... -1S4. 
Koop, Mn.David (1830-1896) ....... .330. 
Koop, Jakob Barkman (1857-1937) Neuanlage, Man., 

..... 278, 283. 
Koop, Johan (born 1801) Muntau, Mol... ... .294. 
Koop, Johan Barkman (1863-1935) Neuanlage, 

Manitoba ... 283. 
Koop, Johan Martens (1831-1897) Muntau, MoV 

Neuanlage, Man ... 41, 282-283, 294, 335. 
Koop, Klaas (1825-1916) Jansen, Neb ....... 220, 286. 
Koop, Klaas Barkman (1861-19S2)Jansen, Neb/Long 

Beach, Cal .... 287, 475-476. 
Komelsen, Abraham Barkman (1769-1831) 

Lichtenau, Mol .... 417-418, 27, 429, 446-455. 
Kornelsen, Abraham Eidse deacon (1846-1893) 

Heuboden, Man .... 7, 9, 12, 15, 92, 403, 449-
450, 454, 465, 494, 523, 563. 

Korne!Ben, Abraham Schellenberg (1806-1892) 
Contenniusfeld, Mo!/ Gnadenau, 
Kansas ..... 447-450, 520. 

Kornelsen, Cornelius Eidse (1835-1910) 
Hoffnungsberg, Crimea/ Roscnort, Man .... 9, 
14, 400, 448, 563. 

Kornelsen, Gerbard Eidse deacon (1840-1918) 
Funtenwerder, MoV Inman, Kansas .... 449, 464. 

Komelsen, Gerhard Enns teadler (1857-1933) 
Lichtenau, MoV Llchtenau, Man..85, 88, 148, 
239, 241, 243, 454-455. 

Kornelsen, Gerhard Giesbrecht editor (1878-1958) 
Steinbach, Man .. .3, 127, 238, 239, 240, 251, 
25S, 258, 279, 454-45S. 

Kornelsen, Gerhard Schellenberg leacber ad 
Bnmdaeltes1er (1816-1894) Lichtenau, Moll 
Steinbach, Man .. ..23, 29, 84, 237-238, Z70, Z71, 
333, 335, 395, 396, 405, 411, 412, 419, 420, 
425, 437, 447, 453-456, 465, 468, 480, 482, 
485, S23, 563. 

Kornelsen, Heinrich Enns (1860-1931) Steinbach, 
Man ... .89, 260, 331, 454, 455-456, 464, 466. 

Komelsen, Isaac Schellenberg (born 1813) .... 452. 
Komelsen, Jakob Eiclse (1848-1902) Ooadeoau, 

Kan .... 70, 447, 450, 519-520, 530-531. 
Komelsen, Johan Duiksen (1837-1913) Neultirch, 

Moll Hendc:non, Neb .. 450-452, 465, 513, 529. 
Komelsen, Johan Schellenberg (1808-1889) Neukirch, 

Mol..450-452, 465. 
Krahn, Johan beelrftper Grunthal, Man., ..... 231. 
Krause, Jakob Fast (1857-1930) Jansen, Neb/Cordell, 

Ok... ... 92, 348-349, 359, 522, 531. 
Krause, Johan Fast (1854-1930) Jansen, Neb .. .348. 
Krause, Johan (1816-1868) Ladekopp, Mol....347, 359, 

522. 
Krause, Peter Fast (1843-1909) Jansen, Neb ...... 347. 
Kreuu.er, Heinz blacksmith Steinbach, Man., .... 147, 

259. 
Kroeker, Abraham, Neukirch, Mol.. .... 498. 
Kroeker, Abraham ..... 183. 
Kroeker, Cornelius Pleil (1862-1942) Steinbach, 

Man., . ..219, 255, 259, 404. 
Kroeker, Franz Sr. Tiegerwiede, Mol.- .. .289, 340. 
Kroeker, Franz (1835-1913) Tiegerwiede, MoV 

Jansen, Neb.288-289, 357. 
Kroeker, Franz Kroeker (1799-1853) Blumstein, 

Mol. .. 457, 580. 
Kroeker, Franz Martens (1827-1905) Kleefeld, 

Mol./Steinbach, Man ... .36, S7, 130, 191, 219, 
255-256. 

Kroeker, Gerhard (born 1769) Tiege, Mal., .... 182, 
184,339. 

Kroeker, Jakob Martens Aelt.(1836-1913) Rooenhof, 
Man .. .3, 54, 124, 577-581. 

Kroeker, Justina Isaac (1774-1831) Tiege, 
MoL, ..... 182 

Kroeker, Peter Martens Rev. (1840-1915) Rosenort, 
Man ... 42, 53, SS, 65. 

L 
Lehn, Isaak, Rooenthal, RUS&Jfle<Bbell, Sask., 

···-···· ...... 153 
Loepp, Cornelius (born 1783) Blumstein, MoL .... .366, 

387, 416, 424, 425, 429. 
Loepp, Cornelius Cornelius (1810-1891) ..... 416, 424, 

460. 
Loepp, Cornelius Cornelius Schlllz (1833-1916) 

Muntau/ Halbstadt, Mol ...... 416, 424. 460. 
Loetkemann,Jakob (1823-1901) Kleefeld, Mol. .... 372. 
Loewen, Abraham ThiCl8CR (1856-1944) Kleefeld, 

Man~ .... 201, 207,273. 
Loewen, Abraham Wiens Rev,(1833-1886) Hierschau, 

MoV Kleefeld, Man ... 46, 51, 53, 57, 68, 205, 
223, Z73. 
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Loewen, Cornelius Bartel (1863-1928) Steinbach, 
Man., .. .278. 

Loewen, Cornelius Wiens (1827-1893) Grucnfeld, 
Boroocnko/ Steinbach, Man., ..... .223, 258, 273, 
479,489. 

Loewen, David Reimer (1862-1945) Swallwell, Albt., 
....• '}f.)1. 

Loewen, David Wieos (1836-191S) Lindenan, Moll 
Hocbstadt, Mao, -141, 147, 181, 208, 218, 
231,462. 

Loewen, Heinrich Fast (1862-1935) Jansen, 
Neb ....... 121, 478, 488, 507. 

Loewen, Heinrich Reimer (1859-1946) Fairbanks, 
Texas, .... 141, 147, 153, 217. 

Loewen, Heinrich Wiens (1830-1863) Tiegenhageo, 
Mol. ..... 475, 478, 523. 

Loewen, Isaac deacon (1787-1873) Lindenau, Mol., 
..... 184, 186, 224, 473, 490, 494. 496-497, 523, 
524. 

Loewen, Isaac Bartel (1865-1938) Swalwcll, Albt., 
.. .278. 

Loewen, Isaac Eans tcacber (1850-1925) Kleefeld, 
Man/ Jansen, Neb ........ 97, 102,442. 

Loewen, Isaac Reimer (1860-1953) Wlllkler, Man., 
.. ..129, 442, 462. 

Loewen, Isaac Wiebe (1845-1926) Rosenort, 
Man ... 42, 53, 134, 190, 204, 219, 229, 256. 

Loewen, Isaac Wiena (1815-1856) Schoeoau, Mo!., 
.... 190, 401. 

Loewen, Jakob Bartel (1862-1919) Hillsboro, Kan .• 
·-·147, 168. 

Loewen, Jakob David Reimer (born 1871) 
Sunny,,lope, Albt., .... 194. 

Loewen, Jakob Wiens (1820-1901) Waldheim, MoV 
Goadeoau, Kanaas .......... 285, 295. 

Loewen, Johan (1738-1797) Tiegeohof, 
Prussia .......... 293, 462. 

Loewen, Johan Wieos deacon (1823-1881) Kleefcld, 
MoV Rooenhof, Man .... 34, 54, 61, 72, 96, 
107, 278, 487, 543. 

Loewen, Michael (born 1743) Ticgenhof, 
Prussia .... 434, 459. 

Loewen, Peter, rJSChan, Mol.. .... .380. 
Loewen, Peter (born 1861) ....... 374. 
Loewen, Peter Paul (1837-1926) Grossweide, MoV 

Hoffounpthal, Kansas .. .369, 443, 463, S15. 
Loewen, Peter Wiebe ltff.(1853-1917) Neuanlage, 

Manitoba .... 41, 80, 283. 
Loewen, Peter Wiens (1825-1887) Hiencbau, MoV 

Hochltadt, Man., ... 97, 172, 462. 
Lohreotz, Peter (1781-1856). ... 490. 
Lorentz, Peter (1811-1900) ........ 438, 461. 

N. 
Nachtigal, Tobias teacher Pnmgenau.. .. .341. 
Niessen, Johan (1839-1915) Rooeno11, Man. ....... 119, 

395, 411, 465. 
Nickel, Johan (1852-1936) Alexanderfeld, 

Kansas. ... 218. 
Neudorf, lsbrand, Tiegenhageo, Prussia to 

Molotschna 1803 ....... 387. 
Neufeld, Aron, Washingloo ........ .211. 
Neufeld, Aron Kornelseo hardware slore (1863· 1945) 

Henderson, Neb .... 452. 
Ncweld, Cornelius deacon (born 1837) Ncukirch, 

MoV Henderson, Ncb ... 450-452, 453, 465. 
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Neufeld, Gerhard Rogalsky (1758-1817) Lichteoau, 
MoL..337, 356, 383. 

Neufeld, Heinrich Rev. (1791-1865) Rooen011, 
Mol. . .340, 356, 507, S24, S27. 

Neufeld, Herman Rogalsky Scholz (1760-1835) 
Muensterberg, Mol., ..... 222, 337, 339. 

Neufeld, Jakob Neufeld (born 1801) ....... 356 . 
Neufeld, Johan (born 1770) Blumstein, Mol .. .366, 

~.429-430. 
Neufeld, Johan Friesen (1828-1914) Nikolaidorf, Moll 

Inman, Kansas . ..306, 374, 507, S23, S27. 
Neufeld, Johan Klassen (1824-1884) Kleefeld, MoV 

Mountain Lake, Mioo ..... .356, 384. 
Neufeld, Johan M., Rosthern, Sask., ..... 201, 206. 
Neufeld, Peter Friesen (1828-1899) Rosenort, 

Margeoau,MoVlnman,Kaosas. .. .511-512,S28. 
Neufeld, Peter Slammvaler (1697-1769) ..... .325, 337, 

356 . 
Neumann, Gerbanl, Tiegerweide, MoL..357. 

M. 
Mathies, Jakob (born 1765) Altooau, Mol ..... 531. 
MckaskiU, Malcom, aeanprings. ...... 251. 
Mierau, Johan ....... 423. 
Merters, &!her Smit widow (1778-1855) Prussia 

/Blumstein, Mo!., ....... 214-215, 223. 

P. 
Paetkau, Jakob Aelt. (1841-1919) Baratov ..... .313 . 
Paetkau, Jakob ltff. (1816-1908) Barntov .. ..318. 
Pauls, Peter (born 1846) Praogeoau, Mol ..... 487. 
Penner, Aaron Rempel (1852-1892) Blumenhof, 

Man., ...... 192, 282, 408, 473-474. 
Penner, Abraham Rempel (1847-1918) Blumenort, 

Man .... 41, 71, 78, 331. 
Penner, Cornelius Rempel (1854-1899) Blwnenort, 

Man. .. .41, 192. 
Penner, Erdman merchant Taonenau/ Gretna, 

Mao ...... 117, 177. 
Penner, Heinrich (1808·1878) Prangenau, 

Mol., ...... 186, 222. 
Penner, Heinrich Harder (1866-1925) Greenland, 

Man ...... 442 
Penner, Heinrich Heinrich (1837-1906) 

Alellllllderfeld, Kao., .... 164-165, 168, 222. 
Penner, Isaac Harder (1860-1924) Greenland, 

Manitoba .... .282. 
Penner, Jakob (born 1771) Muotau, Mol .... .518. 
Penner, Jakob Peter estate """"' Friedensfeld, 

Bomseoko ..... 95. 
Penner, Jakob Penner (1867-1956) ......... 154. 
Penner, Martin Rempel (1849-1928) Blumenort, 

Manitoba. ... 41, 282. 
Penner, Peter ltff. Pnmgenau, Mol ...... 407, 413. 
Peooer, Peter Harms (1839-1916) Blumenort, 

Mao ...... 90, 92, 181, 208, 407. 
Penner, Peter Loepp (1816-1884) Margeoau, MoV 

Blumenort, Man .... 41, S8, 382, 384, 394, 407-
408, 413, 425, 442, 479. 

Penner, Peter Johan Rn. (1851-1922) 
Chortitza ..... .313-314. 

Penner, Peter Penner (187S-1949) Ridgewood, 
Man. ... 407. 

Penner, Peter Peter (1826-1894) Friedensfeld, 
Bomseoko, .... 181, 208. 

Peten, Gerhard (1836-1907) Aleunderfeld, 
Kan., ..... 222. 



Peters, Gemard (lm-1848) Liebeoau, Mol ... .330, 
334. 

Peten, Isaac Aell. (1826-1911) Funtenau, MoV 
Henderson, Neb .... 109. 

Peten, Jakob Obenchulz (1813-1884) Bergtba~ 
Russia Nollwerk, Man., ..... 233, 460. 

Peten, Jakob (born 1775) Schoenau, Mol .... .330, 333, 
334,338,502,525. 

Peters, Jakob (born 1825) Fsschau, Moll Inman, 
Kansas. 

Peters, Johan doctor (1850-1928) Grun~ Man., 
...... 146, 231. 

Peterson, John Clearsprings, Man. ..... 129, 251. 
Plett, Anna Isaac widow (1 m-1850) Vleneltnbuben, 

Pmssia ... 182. 
Plett, Abraham Locwcn (1859-1934) Blumeohof, 

Man.,-.. 21.0, 283. 
Plett, ComelillS F. historian Hillsboro, Kansas ... ..296, 

410,465. 
Plett, CornelillS Loewen Jlff. (1846-1935) Kleefeld, 

MoV Blwnenhof, Man ....... 64, 72, 219, 224, 
295, 487, 488. 

Plett, Cornelius Smit Schulz (1820-1900) Klcefeld, 
MoV Blwnenbof, Man .... 11, 51,72, 75, 79, 96, 
171, 218-:Z:ZO, 223, 224, 283, 359, 486, 487, 
542,553. 

Plett, David Loewen (1863-1953) Blumenhof, 
Man., ..... 220, 283, 403, 412, 523, 545. 

Plett, Heinrich (1769-1843) Vierzehnhuben, 
Prussia .... -182, 221. 

Plett, Heinrich Erun enbpn,nem (1870-1953) 
Blumenort, Manitoba..119, 219,224,411. 

Plett, Helena Smit (1809-1829).-.............. .215. 
Plett, Isaac Loewen (1844-1871) Friedensfeld, 

Borooenko ..... 219. 
Plett, Jakob Loewen (1864-1931) Blumenhof, 

Man., .... 220, 278, 283. 
Plett, Johan palrlan:h (born ca. 1730) Funtenwerder, 

Prussia ... .383. 
Plett, Johan Stammvaier(1765-1833) Furstenwerder, 

Pmssia/ Blumstein, Mo!., ... -182, 211-214, 
223, 366, 383, 488. 

Plett, Johan Loewen (1855-1900) Blumenhof, Man., 
-.195, 219, 224, 473-474, 488. 

Plett, Johan Smit (1818-1827) ............. .223, 383. 
Plett, Johan Thun (1786-1854) ·-... .383. 
Plett, Julius (1817-1892) Hierscbau, Mol... . .366. 
Plett, Katharina Baer (born circa 1792) 

Prussia. ..... 211-212, 214-215. 
Plett, Maria Brandt widow (1842-1927) Steinbach, 

Man .... 43, 63, 219, 256. 
Plett, Michael (1761-1826) Halbotadt, Mol ..... .356, 

366,383. 
Plett, Michael (born 1790) Neukircb, Mol . ..356, 383. 
Plett, Michael Baer (born 1792-infancy) ........ 223. 
Plett, Peter Abram historian (1898-1990) Landmark, 

Man .... 3. 
Plett, Peter Loewen deacon (1858-1944) Satanta, 

Kansas ..... .220, 224, 283. 
Priebe, Jakob (born 1860) Onadenau, Kamas. .. .296. 

R. 
Rattlaff, Anna Harms widow (1808-1874) Blumslein, 

Mol .... 45, 47, 53, 57, 80-84. 
Ratzlaff, Bernhard Buller (1835-1918) Jansen, 

Neb ...... 84, 382. 
Ratzlaff, Heinrich (died 1864) Blumstein, Mol ... 397. 

Ratzlaff, Heinrich Harms Schlllz and Rn. (1848-
1922) Blumstein, MoV Jansen, Neb .. ..38, 53, 
117, 119, 125, 286, 397, 398, 404, 409. 

Ratzlaff, Susanna Voth (1846-1905) Waldheim, MoL, 
.. .. 204-205. 

Ratzlaff, Tobiaa, Waldheim, Mol, .. .20S. 
Redekopp, Peter raicner (1874) , .. - .. 139. 
Radinz.el, Maria Friesen plo- leacber (1844-1925) 

Roscnort, Man.,.242, 277. 
Regehr, Isaac patriarch Muntau, MoL.. __ .381, 386, 

462. 
Regehr, Jakob (1832-1906) Hiencbau, MoV Kleefeld, 

Man ..... 46, 48, 50, 76, 277, 293, 381, 386, 442-
443.462. 

Regehr, Johan (1902) Kansas.. ...... 209. 
Regehr, Johan Toews (1865-1886) Klcefeld, Man., 

. ..... 164. 
Regehr, Peter (1790-1879) Muntan, Mol ... .305-306, 

324, 432, 458. 
Regehr, Peter Schellenberg Aelt. (1856-1933) 

Margenau, Mol ... 432. 
Regehr, Peter Wiebe Kev, (1828-1913) Onadcntbal, 

MoL . .305, 432-433. 
Regier, Cornelius Aeh.(1743-1794) Rosenort, 

Prussia...323. 
Regier, Cornelius Schulz Hierschau, MoL.. .. 461. 
Regier, Jakob (1842-1886) ..... -497. 
Regier, Johan (died 1866) Hlerschau, Mol ...... 439, 

461. 
Regier, Johan Elder (1839-1902) Klippcnfeld, MoV 

Henderson, Neb .. 439. 
Regier, Johan "Hans" (born 1759) 

Ekatberinoslav ..... ..283, 305-309, 324. 
Regier, Johan Epp Obenchulz (1802-1842) 

Schocnsee, Mol . .305, 308, 325, 326. 
Regier, Johan Schellenberg preacba (1879-1918) 

.. .... 439, 461. 
Regier, Michael (born 1747) Furstcnau, Mol .... .301. 
Regier, Peter (1847-1904) Henderson, Neb .... 461, 

462. 
Regier, Peter Epp (born 1790) Molol.Rclma. ... .305-

306. 
Reimer, Aaron (1814-1874) Funtenwerder, 

Mol./Marion Co., Kan., ... 186, 222. 
Reimer, Aaron Fast (1826-1902) Muntau, MoV 

Mountain Late. .. .30, 296, S26. 
Reimer, Aaron Warkentin (1865-1944) Blumeohof, 

Man., ...... 167, 195, 207, 260. 
Reimer, Abraham (1813-1884) ...... 432, 459. 
Reimer, Abraham Friesen (1808-1892) Rosenort, 

MoV Blumenort, Man .... 78, 115,129,394,408, 
411, 412, 491. 

Reimer, Abraham Friesen (1839-1908) Juaen, 
Neb ...... .85. 

Reimer, Abraham Potger steam enatne operator 
(1862-1933) Steinbach, ManJ Meade, 
Kansaa. ..... 260, 331. 

Reimer, Abraham Rempel deacon (1841-1891) 
Kleefeld, MoV Blumenort, Man...41, 277. 

Reimer, Abraham Warkentin (1875-1959) Linden, 
Albt., ... 19S. 

Reimer, Abraham Willms mill operalor (1860-1930) 
Steinbach, Man .. 117, 128, 129, 134, 281. 

Reimer, Bernhard (1832-1893) Inman, Kansaa.-430, 
531. 

Reimer, Cornelius Plett (1880-1946) Qeanprillp, 
Man .. 333, 335. 
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Reimer, David Plett A£IL (1894-1963) Blumenort, 
Man., ..... 224, 488. 

Reimer, Heinrich Ohm (1791-1884) Muntau, Mo!/ 
Kleefeld, Man. .. 75, 273. 

Reimer, Heinrich Re,,, (1850-1929) Licbtfelde, 
MoL...432, 456457, 458, 459. • 

Reimer, Heinrich Fast (1818-1876) Prangenau, Mal/ 
Blumenhof, Man_45, 57, 195, 219, 473, 563. 

Reimer, Heinrich Friesen Rev.(1845-1900) 
Prangenau, Mol/Blumenort, Man .... .36, 41, 42, 
62, 201, 205, 238. 

Reimer, Heinrich FriC8CII (1856-1923) Meade, 
Kansas .... 286. 

Reimer, Heinrich Reimer, ReY. (1876-1959) 
undmark, Man ...... 96. 

Reimer, Heinrich Willms (1864-1941) Steinbach, 
Man .... 129, 145, 149, 257, 259. 

Reimer, Jakob (1779-1871) Tiege, MoL, ..... .221. 
Reimer, Jakob Fast (born 1833) Muntau, MoL ... 15. 
Reimer, Jakob Frieoen (1854-1948) Meade, Kansas/ 

Mexioo .. .286, 295. 
Reimer, Jakob Reimer (1874-1900) Blumenort, Man., 

.... 191, 220. 
Reimer, Jakob Warkentin (1873-1956) Linden, 

Albt.,. .. 195, 201, 204. 
Reimer, Jakob Warkentin merchant (1877-1918) 

Steinbach, Man •.. ..257. 
Reimer, Johan (born 1774) Muensterberg, 

Mol., ..... 222, 356, 357, 425, 458, 486. 
Reimer, Jobao, Alcamderwobl ....... 122 
Reimer, Johan Rempel Schulz (1848-1918), 

Steinbach, Man ... .41, 123, 130, 219, 250, 257, 
259, 285, 335, 479. 

Reimer, Johan Warkentin (1861-1952) Blumenhof, 
Man., ... 195. 

Reimer, Johao Willms (1870-1944) Steinbach, 
Man .... 128, 251, 285. 

Reimer, Klaas Epp Al,IL(l 770-1837) Petershagen, 
Mol.. .... 115, 279, 284, 300, 304-305, 309, 321-
322, 325, 328, 337, 361, 362, 394, 408, 430, 
456, 467, 528, 569, 575. 

Reimer, Klaas Friesen deacon (1812-1874) Tiege, 
Mol. ... 50, 51, 71, 75, 453, 475, 489, 575. 

Reimer, Klaas Johan Barkman historian (1899-1966) 
Steinbach, Man .... 127, 225, 235, 293. 

Reimer, Klaas Rempel merchant (1837-1906) 
Kleefeld, Mo!/ Steinbach, Man ... .3, 115-126, 
128, 129, 130, 132, 134, 229, 230, 250, 257, 
278, 285, 328, 404, 412, 479. 

Reimer, Klaas Willms merchant (1861-1944) 
Steinbach, Man ..... 117, 127,230, 260, 278. 

Reimer, Peter (1808-1886) Muensterberg, Mol ... .222, 
356, 357, 425, 430, 458, 468, 485. 

Reimer, Peter Pleil A£1L (1877-1949) Blumenort, 
Man., .... 224. 

Reimer, Peter Rempel ReY. (1845-1915) Blumenort, 
Man ...... 41, 75, 124, 219, 277, 335, 412, 579. 

Reimer, Peter Warkentin (1875-1926) Linden, 
Albt., ........ 148, 195. 

Reimer, Peter Willms merchant (1868-1946) 
Steinbach, Man ..... 117, 230. 

Rempel, Abraham Ohm (1798-1878) Margenau, Mo!/ 
Blumenort, Man .. 58, 294, 331, 407, 479. 

Rempel, Bernhard Beargen (1820-1891) 
Alcxanderwohl, Mol .... 115, 117, 119. 

Rempel, Gerhard ....•. 283. 
Rempel, Gerhard (1843-1879) J&m1Cn, Neb ..... 477. 
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Rempel, Gerhard Beargen (1816-1888) Mariawohl, 
Mo!/ Jansen, Neb ..... 116, 294. 

Rempel, Gerhard Koop (1867) ROllCnort, Man. ..... 294. 
Rempel, Jakob Sawatzky (1832-1900) Alelranderkron, 

Mo!/ Inman, Kansas ... 512, S28. 
Rempel, Johan (1853-1904) JBDSen, Neb .. .26. 
Rempel, Martin (1823-1874) Margenau, Mol..-.294. 
Rempel, Peter (1797-1859) Schoenhorat, 

Chortitza ... .311-312 
Rempel, Peter (P.) Beargman Rev. (born 1865) 

Hillsboro, Kansas .... 281, 293, 410. 
Rempel, Peter Reimer (1844-191S) Hillsboro, 

Kansas ...... 281. 
Rogalsky, Anna Warkentin, Lindenau, Mol ...... 471. 
Rogalsky, Heinrich, Lindenau, MbL .... 471. 
Rogalsky, Johan (born 1829) Johannesheim, 

Mol .... 471, 487. 
Rogalsky, Johan, Sagradovfka, Russla ... 531. 
Rogalsky, Katharina Warkentin Enns (1828-1889) 

Jobanneshelm, Mol_.471. 
Rogalsky, Paul (1821-1884) Chanekov/ Brasol, 

Russia .... 423. 
Rogalsky, Peter (1910) Memrik, Russia .... 422, 423 . 

s. 
Sawatzky, Bernhard, Liebenau, MoL ...... 495. 
Sawatzky, Peter, Chortitza Colony ....... 187. 
Schantz, Jakob Y.(1822-1909) Berlin, Ont .... 17, 27, 

28, 34, 36, 39, 45, 47, 57, 174. 
Schmidt, Jakob, Fairbanb, Texas. ....... 199. 
Schmidt, Peter estai.. owner Steinbach, Mol, ..... 267. 
Schmidt, Tobias, Fairbanb, Texas ........ 199. 
Schellenberg, Abraham Braun (1807-1884) Tiege, 

MoL..333, 334, 33S, 437-440, 4S7, 460, 461. 
Schellenberg, Abraham Lorentz (1869-1941) editor 

McPhenon, Kansas ... 438. 
Schellenberg, Abraham Pauls Elder (1845-1920) 

Tiegerweide, Mol/ Buhler, Kansas ... 334, 437-
439, 451, 461. 

Schellenberg, Abraham Reimer (1839-1924) Tiege, 
Moll Kleefeld, Man .... 63, 64, 87, 273, 332, 333, 
334, 335, 427, 437-438, 459, 460, 461. 

ScheUenberg, Aron Reimer (1773-1853) Blumstein, 
Mol ... .366, 387, 429, 435, 441-446. 

ScheUenberg, Aron Kasdorf (1833-1885) Orloff, Mo!/ 
Gnadenau, Kansas ... 443-440. 

ScheUenberg, Anton Reimer (born 1774) Muntau, 
Mol. .... 429, 440-441. 

Schellenberg, Bernhard doctor (1840-1888) 
ROllCDtbal, Chortitza .. .317-318. 

Schellenberg, David Braun (1803- ca.1854) Tiege, 
Mol..332, 335, 437-438, 460, 461. 

Schellenberg, David Pauls AelL (1852-1919) 
Ruckenan. Mol .... 439, 461. 

Schellenberg, David Reimer (born 1780) Tiegenhof, 
Prussia ... 455. 

ScheUenberg, Gerhard s1amm .. 1er (1725-1802) 
Tiegenhof, Prussia .. .3, 334, 427-466, S24. 

Schellenberg, Gerhard Braun (born 1801) 
Tiegenhagen, Mol. .... 436-437, 460. 

Schellenberg, Gerhard Guenther (born 1783) 
BIUD18tein, Mol ... 430. 

Schellenberg, Gerhard Kasdorf Rev. (1827-1908) 
Orloff, Mol/ ROllCnfeld, Man .... 5, 51, 66, 73, 
85, 270, 442-443, 467. 

Schellenberg, Gerhard Klassen (17S9-1813) 
Blumstein, Mol ... .366, 387, 429-433, 457, 462 



Scbdlenberg, Gerllan:I Neubauer (1797-1837) 
...... _427, 441-444, 462. 

SchelleDberg, Gerhard Wadrmtin (1854-1932) 
Rooenfekl, Mao .... 442-443, 485. 

Schellenberg, Heinrich Hamm (1833-1906) 
Klippeofeld, Mol .. 433. 

Schellenberg, Jakob patrluch (1687-17S7) 

--···--·~· 
Schellenberg, Jakob S1anumaler (1719-l 79S) 

Tiegeobof, Prussia..427. 
Schellenberg, Jakob (1845-1890) Halbetadt, Moll 

Nikolaifeld, Sagradovfta,_.,460. 
Schellenberg, Jakob Braun (1799-1872) Ttegeohageo, 

Mol .. ..334, 435-436, 460, 461. 
Schellenberg, Jakob Esau (1870-1943) Steinbach, 

Mao.. . .333. 
Schellenberg, Jakob Guenther (1792-1872) Rosenort/ 

Klippeofeld, Mol ... 431, 485. 
Schellenberg, Jakob Jakob (1829-1901) Tiegenhageo, 

Mol...436. 
Schellenberg, Jakob Regehr (1882-1952) Kleefeld 

/Steinbach, Mao., .... 148, 260. 
Schellenberg, Jakob Reimer (born 1772) 

Tiegenhageo, MoL . ..337, 429, 434-440, 459, 
459, 460, 461. 

Schellenberg, Paul Reimer (born 1764) Tiegenbof, 
Pruasia..-434. 

Schellenberg, Peter Guenther (born 1794) .... 429, 457, 
462. 

Schellenberg, Theodore Roosevelt lll'Chlmt _-427, 
434, 437, 441,456,460. 

Schlerling, Abraham (1871-1952) Inman, 
Kaosas .... 449, 464. 

Scblerting, Gerhard (born 1840) Crimea/ Goadenau, 
Kaoaas ... .517. 

Schierling, Martin (born 1783) Liodenau, MoL-.430-
431,458. 

Schierling, Wilhelm (1848-1923) Inman, 
Kallll8L.,-464. 

Schroeder, Abraham Scbellenberg (1845-1906) 
Bc,gthal, Russia/ Schoenhorat, Man.-,445. 

Schroeder, Gerhard Peter aathor Lodi, 
California. .... 446, 464. 

Schroeder, Gerbarcl Schellenberg Reeve (1848-1910) 
E.igenhoC, Mao...233, 445-446, 464. 

Schroeder, Jakob Dyck lleY. (1863-1944) Lowe Fann, 
Man. .. 463. 

Schroeder, Johan (1807-1883) Bergthal, Bergthal/ 
Scboenhorat, Mao. .. 441, 444-446, 463. 

Schroeder, Johan Harder mlDlster aud poet (bnm 
1870) Ebenfeld, Mao .... 446, 464. 

Schroeder, Johan Scbellenberg (1841-1919) Bergthal, 
Russia/ Scboenhorat, Mao.. ... 445, 463. 

Schroeder, Maria Isaac (born 1767) ........ 180. 
Schroeder, Peter Schellenberg (1852-1920) Rosenthal, 

Chortitza. .. 446. 
Schroeder, Peter ....... 180. 
Schulz, Gerhard (born 1768) Friedenanih, 

MoJ ..... , . .367, 382. 
Sommerfeld, Heinrich (1815-1887) Alcrandenoobl, 

Kanaas. .. .358, 483, 485, 491. 
Spemt, Heinrich .... 449. 
Siemem, Claasz Stammvater (born 1758) Rosenort, 

MoLr .. 222, 340, 354, 360, 501, 525. 
Siemens, Gerbani Friesen (1805-1877) Roseoort, 

MoV Roeenort, Man. ... 340, 354, 360,413, 525. 

Siemens, Gerhard 'Ibiesseu (1834-1908) Rolleobof, 
Mao.. .. .38, 41, 48, 67, 78, 107, 219, 340, 384 . 

Siemens, Peter (died 1864) _,_408. 
Sobering, Heinrich, Steinbach, Man., -·-258. 
Steel, James, Oearaprillgs, Man..,...-,-146. 
Stoesz, Cornelius (1731-1811) Kreblfelde, 

PJ\laaia. . ..361, 381. 
Stoesz, David Ae1L(1842-1903) Ber,thal, 

Manitoba.-464. 
Stoesz, Jakob Brand,..,.._. (1834-1892) Blumateio, 

Man..-.270, 271. 
Suderman, Heinrich (ca.1806-a.1842) Ladeltopp, 

MoL..518. 
Suderman, Jakob Penner (1841-1907) Pordeoau, MoV 

Ebenfeld, Kaosas .. -.518-519. 
Suderman, Johan, Franzthal, MoV Inman, 

Kallll8L . ..3S5. 

T, 
Teigroeb, Heinrich (born 1861) Neukirdl, Mol-...373. 
Tcsmano, Jatob .. --211. 
ThielmaoD, Jakob Jakob (1846-1894) Friedensfeld, 

Borooenko .... 219. 
Thielmaoo, Johan (1809-1848) .. -.. 462. 
Thle1maoo, loban- ... .80. 
Thielmann, Johan (1861-1918) Friedensdorf, 

MoL-,440, 462. 
Thielmaon, Martin, Nlkolaidorf, MoL ...... .293, 411. 
1bielaeo, Abraham Friesen l,and relol'DMI' (1832-

1889) .. 11, 261, 287, 400, 422, 426, 475-476, 
488. 

Thiessen, Aron (1851-1902) Reinfeld, Rullia/ 
Washita County, Ok....472, 483, 487, 491. 

Thies.sen, David (1834-1906) Neutlrcll, MoV 
Rosenbof, Man ..... 41, 170, 182. 

Thiessen, David Giabrecbt (1830-1906) JBIIICD, 

Neb ... _ . .87. 
Thiessen, Herman .-her ..,. ■111bor Burgdorf. 

Germany .. ...381, 415-416, 424-426, 524. 
1bie1aeo, Iaaac (born 1763) Muenaterberg, 

Mol.- .... 422. 
Thiessen, Klaas Siemens (born 1790) Rosenort, 

MoL.501, 525. 
Thiessen, Johan (1858-1921) Prangenau, MoL.432. 
Thiessen, Johan Friesen (1841-1917) l8111CD, 

Neb.-443, 463, 525. 
Tbiessco, Johan Peter State s..ator (1852-1920) 

lalllieD, Neb._,89, 92, 422, 426, 475, 476, 488. 
1bielaeo, Johan Wieoa (1813-1888) lumen, 

Neb ...... 130, 284, 454, SOI, 525. 
Thiessen, Peter (bnm 1776) Rosenort, Mol_ .. .340, 

sot. 
Thiessen, Peter (1798-1881) Muntau, MoL..385. 
Thiessen, Peter Born Rev. (1808-1873) Schoen.au, 

Mol ... .347, 412, 476, 488, 524. 
Tbiessco, Peter Peter Rev.(1832-1898) Neubalbetadt, 

MoV Janaeo, Neb.- .. 84, 89, 343, 426, 474, 476, 
485, 488, SlS. 

Thiessen, Regina Bergman ( died 1885)Funteoau, 
PJ\laaia. .. 106. 

Thiessen, Wilbelm Giesbrecht Rev. (1842-1927) 
Jameo, Neb ....... .385. 

Todlebeo, F.duard Von General .. -..-264. 
Toews, Anna Wiebe,..._ (1801-1881) Prangmau, 

MoV Blumeoort, Man.-.61. 
Toews, Aron 8ldhcw (1884-1969) -..391, 409. 
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Toews, Cornelius (1829-1884) F"ISChau, MoV 
Gnadenau, Kan .... 64, 381, 386. 

Toews, Cornelius Plett delegate (1836--1908) 
Hierschau, MoV Kleefeld, Man ... 11, 25, 28, 34, 
48, 52, 56, 57, 67, 71, 73, 76, 92, 97, 103, 137, 
140, 157-160, 172, 215, 218, 223, 251, 269, 
m, 377, 385, 489. 

Toews, Cornelius Regehr Slamnmder (1766--1831) 
Tiegenhagen, Prusaia/Lindenau, Mol., ...... 184, 
357, 376, 385, 440, 462. 

Toews, Cornelius Warkentin (1871-1946) Greenland, 
Man., .... 154. 

Toews, David Elder (1880-1947) Tiefengrund, 
Sask. .. 319. 

Toews, Elizabeth Warkentin (1837-1911) Kleefeld, 
Man, ...... 141. 

Toews, Franz, lumber clealer Pordenau, Mol./ Ulem, 
Minn., .... 210. 

Toews, Gerhard (1809-1894) Land&kron, MoV 
Hendenon, Neb .. .378, 385. 

Toews, Gerhard (1815-1873) Aleunderkron, 
Mol. ... 448. 

Toews, Gerharo Penner (1840-1918) Pordenau, MoV 
Inman, Kansaa. ... 448449, 464. 

Toews, Heinrich Warkentin (1867-1942) ........... 140, 
203,385. 

Toews, Maria Pleil widow (1811-1895) FISChau, 
Mol./Gnadenau, Kan., ..... 160-161, 216, 472. 

Toews, Peter Barkman (1859-1945) Greenland, 
Manitoba.. ..... .282. 

Toews, Peter Peoner (1838-1882) Kleefeld, 
Mol/Steinbacb, Man .... 15, 130, 143, 250, 257. 

Toews, Peter Plett Aell (1841-1922) Kleefeld, 
Man_3, 5, 11, 5-76, 82, 85, 96, 104, 138, 148, 
157-161, 167, 175, 194, 213-214, 216,218,224, 
236, 243, 264, 273, 285, 327, 334, 368, 376, 
377, 396, 402, 410, 458, 472, 473, 474, 481, 
487, S07, 539, 542, 548, 553-562, 563, 566, 
578,583. 

Toews, Peter Warkentin blacll5mllh (1866-1935) 
Steinbach, Man ..... .3, 123, 137-155, 201, 257, 
491. 

Toews, Peter Wiebe (1831-1922) Brandaeltester 
Prangenau, MoV Blwnenort, Man .... 23, 24, 32, 
40, 41, 63, 163, 228, 270, 271, 279, 282, 407. 

Toews, Jakob Barkman (1855-1938) Swalwell, Albt., 
....... 153, 167, 204, 210, 282, 293. 

Toews, Jakob Loewen (1805-1873) Margenau, Mol., 
...... 163, 281, 293, 530. 

Toews, Jakob Wiebe (1836-1920) Prangenau, MoV 
ROIICllort, Man .... 134, 229,517,530. 

Toews, John A (1912-1979) bistorlan. ........... 409. 
Toews, Johan Barkman teacher (1865-1967) .... 3, 163-

170, 222, 241. 282, 293, 583-587. 
Toews, Johan Friesen (1853-1915) Kleefeld, 

Man .... 69, 141, 148, 149, 273. 
Toews, Johan Friesen buslne&sman (1858-1931) 

Steinbach, Man. ... 3, 141, 157-161, 216, 257. 
Toews, Johan Harder (1826-1895) Aleunderkron, 

MoV Kleefeld, Man .... 48, 69, 137, 141-145, 
159, 216, 273, 380, 478, 479, 480, 482, 485. 

Toews, Johan Loewen (1793-1873) Fiscbau, Mol, 
...... 184, 223, 334, 376-381, 480, 507. 

Toews, Dr. John B. historian, 310, 326, 362. 
Twisk, Peter J. Al!IL ............ 368. 
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u. 
Unger, David (born 1830) Heuboden, Man ...... 57, 73, 

140,335. 
Unger, Peter Heidebrecht (1841-1896) Blumenbof, 

Man .... 334, 357, 424. 
Urry, Dr. James, bl!ltorlau and anlhropologlsl, 266, 

308, 322,323,325,382, 527. 

v. 
Von Niesscn, see Niessen. 
Von Riesen, see Friesen. 
Vogt, William rescuer (1874) ....... 139. 
Vogt, sleam engine operator Choctitz, Man.,. ....... .228. 
Voth, Heinrich (born 1858) Memrik. ...... 373. 
Voth, Peter P. (born 1841) ........ 499. 

w. 
Wall, Abraham, Orloff, MoV Hillsboro, Kansas ..... 463. 
Wall, C. WlndmW builder, ........... 138. 
Wall, Johan (1831-1900) Goessel, Kansaa. ... .530. 
Warkentin, Abraham Thiessen (born 1792) liege, 

Mol., .... 186. 
Warkentin, Aron (1783-1837) Tiegenbagen, 

Mol ...... 342, 349, 352-354. 
Warkentin, Aaron (1830-1915) Nc:wton Siding, 

Man ...... 430. 
Warkentin, Bcmbard (born 1841) Llebenau, 

MoL...342. 
Warkentin, Bernhard Aron (1819-1894) Altonau, 

MoV Terpenie...342, 349, 352-354, 360. 
Warkentin, Bernhard Fast (1834-1893) Inman, 

Kansas .... 384, 468, 469, 470471, 480, 485, 
486,487. 

Warkentin, Bernhard Friesen mill -r (1847-1908) 
Halstead, Kansas..342, 343,349, 352-354, 358, 
359. 

Warkentin, Cornelius Aelt. (1740-1809) Roocnort, 
Prussia..323. 

Warkentin, Cornelius (Im-1847) Blumstein, 
Mol....442, 462, 467. 

Warkentin, Dirck (1788-1837) Altonau, Mol. ... .510, 
528. 

Warkentin, Dirck Aelt. (1815-1881) Petershagen, Mol 
... 358, 510. 

Warkentin, Diedrich Heude teacher Lindenau, Mol., 
..... 188 . 

Warkentin, Gerhard (born 1767) Tiegenhagen, 
Mol. .... 349 . 

Warkentin, Gerhard (1848-1900) Steinbach, Man/ 
Jansen, Neb .... .26, 31, 63, 118, 250, 258, 479, 
490,566. 

Warkentin, Gerhard Aron Fast, Tiegenhagen 
/Friedensdorf, Mol ... 341-341, SIS. 

Warkentin, Gerhard Bernhard (1852-1911) Altonau, 
Mol.-.353. 

Warkentin, Gerhard Warkentin (1796-1848) 
Pordenau/ Lindenau, Mol., ..... 281, 380, 394, 
478-482, 490, 491, 530. 

Warkentin, Heinrich (1833-1888) Uchtenau, MoV 
Rosenhof, Man ..... 29, 478, 479, 480, 482, 491. 

Warkentin, widow Heinrich Fast, Steinfeld/ 
Aleunderwohl, Mol.....472, 483 . 

Warkentin, Heinrich G. (1824-1910) Inman, 
Kansas ... 349-350, 359, 360, 485, 523. 

Warkentin, Heinrich Thiessen teacher (born 1805) 
Blumenort, Mo!J Sakradollfka ......... 187, 223. 



Warkentin, Heinrich Warkentin (1798-1891) 
Blumstein, MoL..425, 482-485. 

Warkentin, Isaac Loewen doctor (1845-1929) 
Blumenhof,Man./Lubbock, Texas. .. .45,51,83, 
84, 194, 408, 473-474. 

Warkentin, Jakob AelL (born 1783) Altonau, 
Mol .... .308, 325. 

Warkentin, Jakob Neufeld (1833-1903) Altonau, MoV 
Marion County, Kansas ..... 358, 485. 

Warkentin, Johan Stammvater (1760-1825) 
Blumenort, Mol., .... 184-188, 222, 312, 326, 
337, 425, 434, 467, 485. 

Warkentin, Johan Fast (1825-1877) Hutterthal, 
Russia/ Inman, Kansas ..... 374-375, 469-470, 
485,488. 

Warkentin, Johan Goossen (1867-1947) Greenland, 
Man., .... 218. 

Warkentin, Johan Harder teacher (1848-1876) Inman, 
Kansas .... 374-375, 469. 

Warkentin, Johan Loewen (1845-1908) Blumenhof, 
Man ..... .45, 217, 218, 473-474, 488. 

Warkentin, Johan Neufeld (1817-1886) Bl11D1Stein, 
MoV Blumenhof, Man ... .42, 72, 160, 195, 196, 
408, 472-473, 482, 487. 

Warkentin, Johan Neufeld (born 1816) Fabriketwiese, 
Mol., ..... 186. 

Warkentin, Johan 1biessen (1786-1839) Blumenort, 
Mol., .... 186, 222. 

Warkentin, Jo(lan "Hans" Warkentin (born 1790) 
Blumstein, Mol. ... 472-473, 474, 487, 488. 

Warkentin, Martin Stammvater (1764-1853) 
Blumstein, Mol... .. 3, 356, 366, 383, 387, 429, 
453, 467-491. 

Warkentin, Martin (1824-1891) Bl11D1Stein, MoV 
Rosenort, Man ..... 38, 397, 478, 479, 480, 481, 
482, 491. 

Warkentin, Martin Warkentin (born 1806) Blumstein, 
MoL.. .. 467-468. 

Warkentin, Peter (1817-1895) Neukirch, Mol ...... 431, 
458, 485, 516, 518. 

Warkentin, Peter (ca.1819-a.1852/1857) Margenau, 
Mol ..... 285, 478-480, 490. 

Warkentin, Peter Fast (1820-1894) FISChau, MoV 
Inman, Kansas .. 468-469, 480, 485, 486, 491. 

Warkentin, Peter Fast (1834-1907) Friedensforf, MoV 
Jansen, Neb .... .89, 341-344, 352,358,476,485, 
490, 515, 530. 

Warkentin, Peter Heude Gebietsamt Secretaiy (died 
1834) ....... 187. 

Warkentin, Peter Peter (1838-1923) Gnadenau, 
Kansas ..... 431, 458, 485, 516-517, 530. 

Warkentin, Peter S. Reimer (born 1854) McPherson, 
Kansas ..... 375, 468-469, 470, 480, 486. 

Warkentin, Peter Warkentin (born 1789) Blumstein, 
Mol...222, 356, 357, 468-472, 480, 486. 

Wiebe, Aron (born 1796) ..... .435. 
Wiebe, Dietrich, patrlan:h Neukirch, MoL.. .. 514-515. 
Wiebe, Gerhard (born 1771) Halbstadt, MoL.. ...... 381. 
Wiebe, Gerhard Aelt. EIICIW3ld, Prussia .... 323. 
Wiebe, Gerhard Aelt. (1827-1900) Heuboden, 

BergthaV Chortitz, Man .... 60, 71, 175, 243, 
262,267. 

Wiebe, Gerhard F., Steinbach, Man., ........ 225. 
Wiebe, Heinrich A (1845-1910) • Margenau, MoV 

Hoffnungsthal, Kansas ....... 383, 443, 515. 

Wiebe, Heinrich Friesen deacon (1851-1876) 
Blumenort, Man ..... 22, 41, 58, 63, 129, 133, 
282. 

Wiebe, Jakob (born 1776) BIIIDIStein, MoL. ... .429. 
Wiebe, Jakob (1805-1853) Margenau, Mol .... 350, 407, 

514-515. 
Wiebe, Jakob A Aelt.(1836-1921) Annafeld, Crimea/ 

Gnadenau, Kan .... 3, 65, 296, 322, 350, 392, 
442,443,485,513, 514-515, 553,559, 563-565, 
571. 

Wiebe, Jakob Peters (1829-1901) Prangenau, MoV 
Blumenort, Man .... 41, 190-191, 330. 

Wiebe, Jakob Trews Elder (1872-1965) Greenland, 
Man., .... 169, 558. 

Wiebe, Jakob Schellenberg (born 1824) ....... 435. 
Wiebe, Jakob Siemens (1799-1856) Schoenau, Mol., 

..... 190-191, 192, 330, 333, 334, 357, 401. 412. 
Wiebe, Johan (born 1842) Steinbach, Man .... 71, 130, 

250,256. 
Wiebe, Johan AelL (1837-1906) Reinland, Man .... 106, 

265. 
Wiebe, Johan Philip (1850-1918) Orloff, Mol .. 353. 
Wiebe, Johan Trews (1865-1949) ....... 167. 
Wiebe, Klaas Friesen (1842-1925) Jansen, Neb ...... 70, 

83, 120, 401, 515. 
Wiebe, Maria Isaac (1818-1875) Tiege, Mol.,. ..... 183. 
Wiebe, Peter patriarch (born 1755) Schoenau, 

Mol ..... 330, 338, 502, 525. 
Wiebe, Peter (born 1765) Lindenau, Mol ........ 293, 

530. 
Wiebe, Peter Peters deacon (1835-1902) Blumenort, 

Man .. 19, 26, 34, 41, 58, 63, 66, 278, 563. 
Wiebe, Philip, Molotscbna. .. 353. 
Wiep, Elies (born 1829) Inman, Kansas. .... 448. 
Wiens, Abraham (1779-1844) Altonau/ Rosenort, 

Mol....510-511. 
Wiens, Abrabam Friedrich (1838-1920) Schoenau, 

Mol. ... 505, 508, 527. 
Wiens, Abraham Hiebert (1824-1899) Kleefeld, MoV 

Inman, Kansas .... 507, 511. 
Wiens, Aron (1845-1916) Burrton, Kansas/ Medford, 

Ok. .. 469, 522, 531. 
Wiens, Cornelius Mathies (1791-1858) ........ 501. 
Wiens, Bernhard, Rosenort, MoV Sergejevka, 

Russia. .. 508-509. 
Wiens, Bernhard Barchen (1838-1889) Ruckenau, 

Mol ..... 503-504. 
Wiens, Claas Bernhard RIIJldschau edllor 1910-

1920 ...... 508-509, 526. 
Wiens, Daniel (born 1764) BlllDIStein, Mol ..... 366, 

387, 496-498. 
Wiens, Daniel (1806-1871) Altonau, Mol ...... 431, 517-

519. 
Wiens, Daniel (1845-1930) Altonau, MoV Hillsboro, 

Kansas .... 519. 
Wiens, David SIRmmvater (1775-1838) Schoenau, 

Mol ... 296, 334, 502-504, 525. 
Wiens, David Neuman (1847-1914) Jansen, 

Neb ........ 85, 497. 
Wiens, Friedrich (1794-1845) Schoenau, MoL..505-

509, 526, 527. 
Wiens, Franz patrlan:h (1773-1838) Marienburg, 

Prussia ... 512•516. 
Wiens, Franz Rev. (born 1779) Petershagen, 

Mol .. 301-302, 323. 
Wiens, Franz (born 1796) Muntau, Mol. ... 528, 
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Wiens, Franz (1802-1881) Jansen, Neb .... ..38, 52, 79, 
82, 85, 348, 366, 429, 457, 497-498. 
Wiens, Franz Lepp (1839-1910) Gnadenheim, MoV 

Henderson, Neb_.520-S21. 
Wiens, Franz Penner (born 1842) Groosweide, MoV 

Henderson, Neb ... .514, S29. 
Wiens, Heinrich Aelt. (1800-1872) Margeoau 

/Rosenort, Mol..509-510, S27. 
Wiens, Heinrich (born 181S) MololSChna ... .358, 485, 

S1S. 
Wiens, Heinrich Gerhard (1860-194S) Gretna, 

Man ... .509. 
Wiens, Heinrich Frederich (1830-1901) F"ISC)>au, MoV 

Inman, Kansas ... 376, 385, 412, 426, 478, 494, 
SOS, S01, S23, S26, 527. 

Wiens, Gerhard (1829-1904) Paulsheim, Mol... . .509. 
Wiens, Gerhard Berg (born 1829) Lindeoau, 

Mol... . .496. 
Wiens, Gerhard Friesen Rev. (1868-1940) Henderson, 

Neb ... .513. 
Wiens, Gerhard Hildebrand (1827-1874) Steinfeld, 

Mol. .. .506. 
Wiens, Gerhard Schulz (18S6-1928) Mountain Lake, 

Minn .... 49S. 
Wiens, Herman (Sagradovka ) ... .30. 
Wiens, Jakob (17S8-1820) Lindenau, Mol... ..... .493-

496, S23. 
Wiens, Jakob patriarch (born 1762) Schoeoau, 

Mol. ...... .502, 504-510. S26. 
Wiens, Jakob (l 79S-186S) Altonau, Mol.. . .510, S28. 
Wiens, Jakob Gerhard (1857-1930) Rosenort, 

Mol ... .506. 
Wiens, Jakob Hiebert (1832-1900) Alexanderkron, 

MoV Inman, Kansas ... .512. 
Wiens, Jakob Mathies (born 1789) Rosenort, 

Mol... .... 501. 
Wiens, Jakob Borns (1813-1893) Schoenau, MoV 

Crimea .... 449, 463, 493-494. 
Wiens, Jakob Loewen (1799-1885) Lindenau, 

Mol... .. .495-496. 
Wiens, Jakob Penner (1838-1902) Grossweide, MoV 

Henderson, Neb ... 360, 451,465, 513-514, 529. 
Wiens, Jakob Schulz (1849-1939) Dolton, South 

Dakota ..... .495-496. 
Wiens, Johan (born 1748) Altonau, Mol. ..... .510. 
Wiens, Johan (1800-1881) Schoenau, Mol ....... 296. 
Wiens, Johan (1812-1892) Crimea/ Hillsboro, 

Kansas ..... 516-517. 
Wiens, Johan B. (1832-1909) Jansen, Neb ...... .411, 

S22, 531. 
Wiens, Johan Barchen (1835-1911) Crimea ..... 503. 
Wiens, Johan Berg (1823-1885) Nikolaidorf, MoV 

Dolton, South Dakota .... .374, 495-496, 523. 
Wiens, Johan Enns (1800-1887) Schoeoau, 

Mol ..... 502-503. 
Wiens, Johan Gerhard (1874-1951) Winkler, 

Man ........ 506, 526. 
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Wiens, Johan Loewen (1791·18S2) Llodeoau 
/Lichtenau, Mol ... 493-495. 

Wiens, Johan Neuman (1839-1914) Jansen, Neb/ 
Mountain Lake, Minn ... .497, 524. 

Wiens,Johan Regebr(1753-l816) Tiege, Mol. ...... 498. 
Wiens, Johan Schulz (1852-1925) Marion, South 

Dakota .... 495-496. 
Wiens, Klaas Oberschulz (born 1767) Altooau, 

Mol ... -.510. 
Wiens, Klaas, Neukirch, Mo! ....... 517. 
Wiens, Peter book vendor Reinland .......... 102, 268. 
Wiens, Peter Braun (1830-1898) Alexanderkron, MoV 

Goadenau, Kansas .... .431, 458, 518. 
Wiens, Peter Friesen (1804-1893) Sparrau, 

Mol... .. 465, 513-514, 528. 
Wiens, Peter Jakob (1873-1961) Henderson, 

Neb ..... 513. 
Wiens, Peter Johan (1848-1926) Ruckenau/ 

Ladekopp, Mol ... 504. 
Wiens, Peter Neuman (1855-1897) Jansen, Neb/ 

Conway, Kansas .. .348, 497. 
Wiens, Wilhelm (born 1748) Orloff, Mol.. .... .496. 
Wiens and Braun, mill operaton Schoenwiese, 

Man ..... 133, 229. 
Willms, Cornelius Minnesota ....... 122. 
Willms, Gerhard, Nikolaidorf, Mol ...... 419. 
Willms, Gerhard (1820-1900) Minnesota ...... 116, 117, 
Willms, Jakob, Tiege, Mol. .. 482-483, 484-485, 491. 
Willms, Jasb, Swalwell, Albt., ...... 153. , 
Willms, Johan, Kleefeld, Mol., ....... 117, 121, 122, 125, 

328. 
Willa, RJ. store, Winnipeg, Man ....... 129. 
Woelk, Abraham (1840-1900) Goessel, Kan., ....... 186, 

312. 
Wohlgemuth, Cornelius Plett Rev. (1879-19S9) 

Blumenhof, Man., ... 218. 219. 
Wohlgemuth, Heinrich Ewert Rev. (1849-1899) 

Blumenhof, Man .... 43, 45, 63, 219, 224, 290, 
34S, S63. 

Wohlgemuth, Peter patriarch (1805-1873) .... .345, 
359. 

Wohlgemuth, Johan (1868-193S) Gnadenau, 
Kansas ..... 290. 

z. 
Zacharias, Doranda Merkers (1807-1870) ............ 215. 
Zacharias, Johan, Sask. ..... ____ _..15. 
Zacharias, Gerhard (1832-1902) Orloff, 

Sagradovfka .... 433, 459. 
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